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Iran, S. Africa form joint panel 

CAPE TOWN (AFP) — The United Stales should stop interfering 
in Iran t affairs, Iranian Foreign Minister Aii Afchar Veiayari said 
Tuesday after clinching a cooperation deal with South Africa. The 
raw countries established a joint diptomaiic coamteuon, brushing 
aside United States concern over the expanding trade relationship 
between Pretoria and Tehran, Mr. Vdayati that the U.S. 

*jcmp. to isolate Tran internationally had failed. “We don't care 
m c U i ^ oil cn,bar BP) twcaiac this is no! the first time that the 
U.S. ha* come out against our cooperating with other countries. 
Hut fortunately they have failed in their foreign policy," Mr. 
Velayati said. He said the joint c omm ission agreement would give 
Iran access to African markets in return for its support for South 
Africa’s social upliftmcnt programmes. “We nave discussed 
cooperation and participation by Iran in South Africa's Recon- 
struction and Development Programme." he said, adding that Iran 
could establish student exchange programmes and fund South 
A.rican health care institutions. South Africa could also use Iran 
as a gateway 10 new markets in the new republics of ibe former 
Soviet Union and in Central Asia, he stud. 
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Meeting reviews decentralisation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Education 
Minister Abdul Raouf Al Rawabdeh on Tuesday chaired a 
meeting with the secretaries general and directors general of 
ministries and government departments, attended by Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Abdul Kanm Al Kabariti and Minister of 
Administrative Development Muhieddin Touq. Mr. Rawabdeh 
stressed the need for facilitating procedures and for the real 
delegation of authorities to officials in the field, rather than 
restneting them to the central government ministries or depart- 
ments. Mr. Rawabdeh said much has been said about decentralisa- 
tion but centralisation is still in place particularly when it comes to 
government procuremei s and supplies. The deputy prime minis- 
ter said it is high time to focus on providing the best services to 
citizens fairly, and to give special attention to the least privileged 
areas. Also addressing the meeting, which is the second in a series 
of such meetings planned for this year, was Mr. Kabariti who 
briefed the secretaries general and directors general on Iordan's 
stand towards various regional issues, saying that this position 
emanates from Jordan's national interests and its pan-Arab stand. 
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Ex-senator Fawaz 
passes away 

AMMAN (Petra) — Senate 
Speaker Ahmad Lawzi on 
Tuesday announced the pas- 
sing of former Senate mem- 
ber Sheikh Hamadch At 
Fawaz. Mr. Lawzi praised the 
deceased for h is long dedi- 
cated service to the King- 
dom. 


W : - Assad meets Sedkf 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Sy- 
rian President Hafez At 
Assad met Egyptian Prime 
Minister Aref Sedki on Tues- 
day to review the results of a 
joint committee for coopera- 
tion between the two coun- 
tries, a presidential spokes- 
man said. Jibran Kourieh 
said Dr. Sedki and Syrian 
Premier Mahmoud Al Zoubi 
presented the decisions of the 
committee which the two pre- 
miers chair to Mr. Assad, 
who expressed his "satisfac- 
tion" and urged "streng- 
thened cooperation." The 
high committee for Egyptian- 
Syrian cooperation held its 
eighth session on Monday 
during which the oil ministers 
from both nations decided to 
create a joint oil company. 

PLO-trained police 
officersenter Gaza 

Gaza city (afp) — a 

.group of 170 Palestinian 
police officers arrived here 
late Monday from Algeria to 
Itake part in a series of joint 
.patrols with the Israeli army, 
a Palestinian source said. The 
■uniformed officers entered’ 
.the Gaza Strip through the 
.Rafah crossing point, on the 
border with Egypt. They are 
-part of a total of 2,000 
Palestinian police officers 
based outside the auton> 
P' omous territories who are aii- 
irf thorised to enter the latter 
it I under the 1994 Cairo agree- 
w: ment between Palestine Li- 
la: beration Organisation (PLO) 

;.]r and Israel. 

Yediot refuses to 
£ surrender pictures 

r. TEL AVIV (AP) — An 

:i : Israeli newspaper refused 

r Tuesday to give police its film 
ini from a deadly clash between 

v:*. Jewish settlers and Palesti- 

jp nians in the West Bank. 
Kheiri Al Qaissi, 22, was shot 
and killed Sunday in a con- 
..(• frontation with settlers. 
Police arrested a settler Mon- 
day after newspaper phoro- 
j |3 graphs showed him with an 
Jg M-16 automatic rifle taking 
~ aim as Palestinian demon- 
_ strators ransacked a settler 
V camp on a West Bank hilltop. 
Ji Mibi Mozer, legal adviser to 
the Yediot Ahronot daily 
J* newspaper, said the paper 
would not turn over its nega- 
tives to police. "The lives of 
-j' photographers are hard 
lf -\ enough these days," he told 
fXf Israel Radio. “You cannot 
f turn photographers into 
^ police sources." 

£ Israel extends 
t' Gaza closure 

gb TEL AVTV (AP) — Israel 

■ W extended a closure of the 
, p- Gaza Strip for an additional 
; £ i ’ i 24 hours until Thursday after- 

yif noon, the army said Tuesday. 

i c The closure, imposed last 
i i Wednesday after intelligence 
reports warned of plans to 
srage attacks inside Israel 
from Gaza, has already been 
»8 extended three times. Secur- 
' 'j ity sources said there were 
!‘ s specific indications of an im- 
pending attempted arrack by 
’ , Palestinians they have identi- 
fled in the Gaza Strip. 

i*. 

China frees 
protesters 

> BONN (AFP) — All the 
anti-nuclear protesters and 
iv *r journalists surrested at a de- 
^ monstration in Beijing Tues- 
day have been freed and are 
5L. in a hotel in the Chinese 

■ - F capital, the German foreign 
ministry said. The .last eight 
who were being held — six 

I Greenpeace activists and two 
cameramen — are expected 
to be flown to Hong Kong 
aV L: Wednesday, the ministry 
\i' m \ ^(1. They were released fol- 
f, lowing representations by 
German Foreign Minister 
F r ^ Klaus Kinkel, tiie ministry 
I" 1 * said. Three of the eight are of 
1?l f ' German nationality (set page 

r 5) 


Ekeus to visit 
Jordan after 
Iraq mission 


UNITED NATIONS (ARen- 
ries ) — Rolf Ekeus, the U.N. 
official in diarec of Iraqi 
disarmament, will go to Jor- 
dan next week, presumably 
to meet with Iraqi defectors, 
the United Nations 
announced on Tuesday. 

U.N. spokesman Joe Sills 
said Mr. Ekeus was to Leave 
New York Tuesday night for 
Baghdad, where hi will stay 
for four days. "His current 
plans call for him to go to 
Amman, Jordan, after he 
goes to Baghdad. And I pre- 
sume he is going to Amman 
to meet with certain people in 
Amman rather than for a 
holiday," Mr. Sills said. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz said Sunday 
Mr. Ekeus had been invited 
to Baghdad to receive further 
information, which he ac- 
cused Lieutenant-General 
Hussein Kamel Hassan. who 
defected to Jordan last week, 
of withholding. 

Mr. Ekeus earlier char- 
acterised Gen. Hassan as the 
mastermind behind Bagh- 
dad's "remarkably success- 
ful" missile programme who 
was at various times in charge 
of its chemical, biological and 
nuclear programmes. 

Mr. Sills also said Iraq's 
U.N. Ambassador Nizar 
Hamdoon had notified Mr. 
Ekeus that Baghdad's earlier 
threat to stop cooperating 
with U.N. officiate unless the 
oil embargo was lifted by the 
end of August was no longer 
valid “and was not the policy 
of his government." 

Mr. Rolf Ekeus. chief of 
the U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM), should arrive in 
Baghdad by Thursday, diplo- 
mats said. 

Gen. Hassan, former bead 
of Iraq’s Military Indus- 
trialisation Organisation 
(MIO), announced Saturday 


in Amman that he would 
work to overthrow his father- 
in-law's government. 

Gen. Hassan also was be- 
lieved ready to reveal classi- 
fied information about Iraqi 
weapons programmes that 
violate U.N. resolutions im- 
posed on Iraq after its defeat 
in the Gulf war. 

Mr. Aziz's “urgent” invita- 
tion to Mr. Ekeus Sunday 
seemed to be aimed at getting 
the jump on eventual revela- 
tions by Gen. Hassan, who 
already has met with U.S. 
officials in Jordan. 

“It is evident that there is 
some important 'and secret 
information that Baghdad is 
prepared to disclose," before 
Gen. Hassan makes his own 
disclosures as allies expect. 
Mr. Ekeus said Sunday. 

The Swedish diplomat said 
the information concerns not 
only Baghdad's biological 
arms programmes — the sub- 
ject of a recent U.N. mission 
to Iraq — but also includes 
revelations “concerning mis- 
sile and nuclear program- 
mes." 

Iraq admitted Sunday it 
had withheld weapons secrets 
from the United Nations but 
blamed the decision on Gen. 
Hassan. 

Mr. Aziz alleged that Has- 
san had "hidden important 
information" to give 
Washington an excuse to 
block an end to sanctions 
imposed after Iraq's J990 in- 
vasion of Kuwait, Mr. Aziz 
said. 

Iraqi media meanwhile, 
mocked Western views that 
the defection of Gen. Hassan 
is a serious blow to President 
Saddam and urged Mr. 
Ekeus to visit Baghdad be- 
fore taking to the defector. 

The ruling Baath Party 

(Continued on page 7) 


Saddam half-brother 
reportedly shot dead 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein's 
half-brother Watban Ibrahim 
Hassan has died in Baghdad 
five days after he was shot by 
President Saddam’s eldest 
son Uday, a Kurdish opposi- 
tion group said Tuesday. 

The Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) charged in 
a statement here: "Uday 
fired last Tuesday at Watban, 
his wife Soraya and their 
children during a ceremony, 
kilting Watban's wife, his son 
Aiaa and three of his guards 
on the spot.” 

"The president's half- 
brother died five days later at 
Al Arifi hospital. in Bagh- 
dad," the PUK added, quot- 
ing a doctor at the hospital. 

But in London, the Iraqi 
National Congress, an 
umbrella group for Iraqi dis- 
sidents. said the man was still 
alive. 

Two of President Saddam's 
sons-in-law, one of them In- 
dustry Minister General Hus- 
sein Kamel Hassan, defected 
last Tuesday to Jordan with 
their wives, both daughters of 
the Iraqi president. 

The Iraqi daily Babel, run 
by Uday, reported last 
Wednesday Watban Hassan 
was wounded by accident 
when a relative fired his 
weapon to celebrate the 
anniversary of the end of the 
Iran -Iraq war. 

“WTiile one member of his 
family fired his automatic 
rifle into the air in joy, he lost 
his balance and bullets hit 
Watban Ibrahim Hassan in 
the leg,” the newspaper said. 

President Saddam sacked 
his half-brother as interior 
minister in May and 
appointed him as an advisor. 

The PUK also said that two 
more of President Saddam's 
relatives had fled Iraq tor an 
unknown country. 

The Kurdish group identi- 
fied one as Majed Adnan 
Khairallah, son of President 
Saddam's brother-in-Law 
Adnan Khairallah. Adnan 
Khairallah, a former Iraqi 
defence minister, died in 
1989 in a helicopter accident. 
The other was named as 


Hussein Alt Al Majid, but 
the PUK did not specify his 
relation to the Iraqi presi- 
dent. 

He could be related to 
another former defence 
minister, Ali Hassan Al Ma- 
jid, a cousin and advisor of 
President Saddam who 
pledged the family's loyalty 
to the president on Sunday 
following the defection of 
their relative Hussein Kamel. 

The PUK statement did 
not say when the two. fled. 

It added that "the regime's 
special forces encircled Bagh- 


fad a dawn Tuesday." There 
was no immediate indepen- 
dent confirmation of its re- 
port. 

The Iraqi National Con- 
gress hailed the defection as a 
"new opportunity" for the 
Iraqi people 

The INC said in a state- 
ment. it “welcomes the stance 
taken by the Jordanian gov- 
ernment against Saddam and 
calls upon other Arab coun- 
tries to adopt a similar posi- 
tion in order to ward off 
pressure from Iraq." 

Gen. Hassan's statements 
at a news conference in Am- 
man were "a scathing indict- 
ment of the regime and illus- 
trate the clear linkage be- 
tween the regime's crimes 
and the onerous sanctions 
faced by the Iraqi people," 
said the statement. 

"The erosion of the very 
foundation of Saddam's reg- 
ime will grant great opportu- 
nities to the Iraqi people, 
members of the armed forces 
and officials within the ruling 
■ to finally rid Irac) of this 
of criminate," it said. 

Gen. Hassan called in Am- 
man on Saturday for the Iraqi 
army, and civil servants to 
overthrow the Baghdad reg- 
ime. 

But INC chief Ahmad 
Chalabi afterward criticised 
the statement as vague. 

“He did not specify the 
kind of government that 
would follow the overthrow 
of Saddam, nor his position 
on human rights and the 
problems of the Kurds" in 
northern Iraq, he said. 



TRIBUTE TO DEAD: Japanese Imperial navy veterans march through a 
gate of Yasukuni shrine to pay tribute to Japanese war dead on Tuesday. 
Thousands of people visited the controversial shrine to dedicated to the 
memory of 2.5 million Japanese killed in war (see story inside t (AFP 
photo) 


U.S. forces start arriving 
for joint military exercises 


By a Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — American ser- 
vicemen started arriving in 
Jordan on Tuesday for joint 
military exercises — planned 
before the recent defection of 
a senior Iraqi official to the 
Kingdom — and the United 
Slates reiterated its commit- 
ment to defend Jordan 
against what Washington sees 
as a possible Iraqi threat. 

More than 3,000 U.S. sol- 
diers are expected to take 
part in the joint exercises, 
codenamed "Infinite Moon- 
light," which. Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker said 
Monday, were planned years 
ago as part of Jordanian- 
American military coopera- 
tion. 

Equipment for the exer- 
cises were being unloaded at 
Aqaba port on Tuesday, and 
a U.S. defence official said in 
Dubai that Pentagon had de- 
rided to add warplanes to the 
manoeuvres. The planes will 
be based on the USS Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, which was 
expected to arrive in the 
Eastern Mediterranean on 
Wednesday. 

NBC News reported on 
Friday that President Bill 
Clinton, who pledged his 


country's total support for 
Jordan against any possible 
Iraqi retaliation for harbour- 
ing Iraqi defectors, had 
ordered the Roosevelt to pro- 
ceed to the Middle East in a 
show of strength after the 
defection. 

Iraq has not made any- 
th rests against Jordan for 
granting asylum to the defec- 
tors, and Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz dismis- 
sed the American suggestion 
as hallucination. 

In Washington, U.S. De- 
fence Secretary William Per- 
ry echoed President Clinton's 
promise to safeguard Jordan 
should it face an Iraqi attack. 

The United States has “a 
sizeable number of Toma- 
hawks (cruise missiles) within 
range of Iraq," Mr. Perry 
said in an interview published 
Tuesday in the Washington 
Times. 

“We have a powerful milit- 
ary force which we could 
bring to bear on that situation 
immediately if we needed 
to,” he said. 

He noted that the 
Roosevelt would be off the 
coast of Israel, putting U.S. 
planes within striking dis- 
tance of Iraq, and had a 
second carrier in the Gulf. 


The defections are “a very 
clear indication of how 
shaky, how unstable the reg- 
ime in Iraq is." Mr. Perry 
said. 

“My job at (he moment is 
to be sure that we're in a 
position to respond, and 
furthermore, let the Iraqi 
government know we’re in a 
position to respond,’’ he said. 

The two-week military ex- 
ercises would begin Friday in 
the southern desert. 

Nearly 4,000 Jordanian sol- 
diers are expected to take 
parr in the mock warfare 
exercises with the United 
States, which involve naval 
and land combat. 

In Dubai, a Pentagon offi- 
cial said warplanes from the 
Roosevelt will join the war 
games. 

The . 10-day exercises had 
been planned for months but 
the derision to include the 
aircraft from the Roosevelt 
was taken in the last two days 
to give an “extra dimension" 
to the manoeuvres, said the 
official, quoted by AFP. 

The U.S. soldiers are pan 
of the Fifth Fleet, which cov- 
ers the Gulf and Red Sea, 
while the warplanes from the 
Roosevelt are from the Sixth 
Fleet in the Mediterranean. 


Kabariti visits 
Riyadh; envoy 
to be named 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN -- Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti headed for Riyadh 
on Tuesday carrying a 
message from His Majesty 
King Hussein to King Fahd 
of Saudi Arabia on a visit 
widely seen as advancing 
the normalisation of 
Jordanian-Saudi relations 
alter five years of strain. 

On a different front, 
informed sources said in 
Amman that JorJanian- 
Kuwuiti relations were also 
expected to receive a boost 
soon with a meeting 
between Mr.Kabariti and 
the foreign minister of 
Kuwait. Sheikh Sabah ~A1 
Ahmad Al Sabah. 

“Jordanian-Kuwaiti 
contacts are continuing and 
the two foreign ministers 
could meet soon." said one 
source. Most probably the 
encounter could be at a 
meeting of the Arab League 
Council of Foreign 
Ministers in Cairo. 

Sheikh Sabah spoke with 
Mr. Kabariti this week, the 
source confirmed. "They 
discussed the latest 
developments" following 
the defection to Jondan of a 
top Iraqi official. 

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
are the last two countries in 
the six-month Gulf 
Cooperation Council — 
which also groups Bahrain. 
Oman, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates -- to improve 
relations with Jordan 
following the strain in ties 
caused by conflicting 
stands adopted in the Gulf 
crisis triggered by the 
August 1990 Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait.. 

Mr. Kabariti. who is 
paying his second visit to 
Saudi Arabia in one month, 
iold the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the 
message he was carrying 
dealt with bilateral 
relations and the “latest 


developments" — an 
obvious reference to the 
recent defection of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
to Jordan. 

The foreign minister, 
who will meet with his 
Saudi counterpart. Prince 
Saud Al Faisal, and 
possibly be received by 
King Fahd. said Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia were seeking 
to restore relations to their 
pre-Gulf crisis level. 

Mr. Kabariti and Prince 
Saud are also expected to 
discuss possibilities of 
arranging a summit meeting 
between King Hussein and 
Kng Fahd. 

Mr.Kabariti said that 
during his July 15 visit to 
Saudi Arabia ''both sides 
agreed to enhance political 
dialogue on scopes- of 
building a forward-looking 
vision that serves the 
common strategy and 
security" of the two 
countries. The minister, 
who look office in January, 
underlined the importance 
of Saudi Arabia, in a 
political context, as a 
“strategic axle and 
cornerstone in the region." 

Expected to be high on 
the agenda for the Riyadh 
visit is the dramatic 
defection of Lieutenant 
General Hussein Kamel 
Hassan, Iraq’s minister of 
industries and son-in-law of 
President Saddam, along 
with his wife, brother 
Saddam Kamel Hassan and 
his wife, also a daughter of 
the Iraqi presidenL 

A high-ranking Saudi 
official. Prince Turki Al 
Faisal, visited Amman this 
week and was received by 
King Hussein. 

Prince Turki. a brother of 
Prince Saud. heads Saudi 
intelligence. There was no 
official confirmation of his 
visit to Jordan. 

Political observers said 
Saudi Arabia was anxious to 

(Continued on page 7} 



PLO, Israel push 
partial agreement 


Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat speaks to journalists in Tunis” on 
Tuesday after a meeting of the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
Executive Committee (AFP photo) 


Massive ethnic cleansing 
underway in Banja Luka 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
A massive ethnic cleansing of 
Banja Luka picked up steam 
Tuesday with thousands of 
frightened Croats and Mus- 
lims abandoning their homes 
in the Serb-held territory and 
taking with them only what 
they can carry. 

"Authorities are putting 
out the word to all village 
heads to tell all minorities in 
their areas to assemble and to 
prepare to leave," said Mark 
Cutts of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR). 

The exiles left behind 
homes and most of their pos- 
sessions, while Bosnian Serb 
authorities required the peo- 


ple they were forcing into 
exile to pay 100 German 
marks as they departed, Mr. 
Cutts said. 

"Many families have 
already been forcibly evicted 
from their houses and there 
are still large queues outside 
the UNHCR office where 
people are begging to leave," 
said Cutts. 

Around 3,000 Muslims 
were waiting to be bussed our 
of Banja Luka to Croatia 
Tuesday, relief officials said 
there. They estimated that 
800 minority Croats and Mus- 
lims left Monday while the 
UNHCR put the figures ar 
660, 100 of whom were Mus- 
lims. 


The UNHCR estimated 
there were about 30,000- 

35.000 Muslims left in the 
Banja Luka area and up to 

15.000 Croats, compared 
with a pre-war minority 
population of more than half 
a million. 

Ron Redmond, another 
UNHCR spokesman, said 
the majority of those being 
forced our now were being 
first taken to Banja Luka 
from nearby villages. 

“It appears that the prog- 
ramme works tike this," Mr. 
Redmond said. "First the 
Ranja Luka authorities get 
word out to the village heads 

(Continued on page 7} 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian and 
Israeli negotiators straggled 
to flesh out a deal on expand- 
ing Palestinian West Bank 
self-rule at a Red Sea resort 
on Tuesday as leaders tried to 
persuade followers to accept 
agreements already reached. 

“We are still negotiating 
the disputed issues. There is 
still a gap on these issues," 
chief Palestinian negotiator 
Ahmad Kouriea, comment- 
ing on the talks held at Eilat, 
told Reuters. 

In Tunis, the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Executive Committee mean- 
while approved the partial 
accord reached with Israel on 
extending self-rule across the 
West Bank and set out guide- 
lines for fresh negotiations. 

The Executive Committee 
meeting, which eight of the 
18 members boycotted, was 
opened on Monday by PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat to 
consider the accord he 
negotiated with Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres in 
Taba, Egypt on Friday. 

“The joint Israeii- 
Palestinian declaration was 
discussed in depth by the 
Executive Committee which 
drew up ideas for Palestinian 
negotiators," Mr. Arafat said 
after Tuesday's session, 
adding that it was not the 
committee's duty to formally 
approve the agreement. 

The committee was to pub- 
lish a formal statement on the 
session later Tuesday, partici- 
pants said. The Centra] Com- 
mittee of Mr. Arafat's Fateh 
faction of the PLO was also 
to meet later Tuesday. 

The Israeli cabinet on Sun- 
day ratified the accorcte which 
include a four-stage rede- 
ployment of Israeli forces on 


the West Bank over about 
two years and self-rule elec- 
tions. 

The two sides, however, 
failed to settle other issues, 
including water-sharing and 
security control over the 
flashpoint town of Hebron. 

Mr. Arafat’s spokesman 
Marwan Kanafani said there 
was no opposition within the 
meeting to the partial agree- 
ment signed at Taba. "There 
is nothing to object to in the 
common declaration,” he 
said. 

“It's a statement of points 
of agreement and disagree- 
ment." 

Mr. Kanafani added: “The 
new Executive Committee 
guidelines should enable 
Palestinian negotiators to 
avoid further delay because it 
is high time we reached an 
agreement." 

However, he said a full 
accord would not be possible 
without an Israeli military 
withdrawal from the town of 
Hebron, where 400 Jewish 
settlers live surrounded by 

110,000 Palestinians. 

His comments were echoed 
by Jawid Al Ghossein, an 
-executive member, who said: 
“Hebron is a timebomb 
whidt must be defused before 
coming to a full agreement in 
the interim period." 

The partial accords agreed 
at Taba came under fire from 
PLO factions opposed to the 
peace process, who criticised 
Mr. Arafat for making "new 
concessions" to the Israelis 
and decided to boycott the 
committee session. 

The most important no- 
show was Farouk Kaddoumi, 
head of the PLO's Political 
Department and considered 
the organisation’s number 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Contacts between FIS and 


Algiers authorities continue 


ALGIERS (AFP)- — Con- 
tacts between Algerian au- 
thorities and the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FTS) are 
continuing and have not been 
interrupted since 1993. 
Sheikh Hachemi Sahnouni, a 
founder member of the party, 
said Tuesday. 

“The contacts are con- 
tinuing. Sometimes they are 
announced publicly; some- 
times they take place in sec? 
ret,” Mr. Sahnouni said in an 
interview published Tuesday 
in the Arab daily A1 A I am 
Essiassi (the political world). 

He said talks could be un- 
blocked by the release of FIS 
leaders who have been under 
preventive detention for 
more than two years. 

A presidential spokesman 
said in July that contacts 
which lasted two months be- 
tween authorities and leaders 
of the FTS, ended in failure 
because of the stubbomess of 
the Islamic leaders. 

Mr. Sahnouni blamed the 
authorities, saying they did 
not want to see the FTS be- 
nefit from “legitimate or 
popular credibility.” 

However, he said the vio- 
lence shaking Algeria will not 
stop ‘.‘because many different 
parties are involved in it.”. 

“It would be very difficult 
for anyone to say I control 


the spiral of violence and i 
can stop it when I like,” he 
added. 

He called on the leaders of 
the FIS to condemn.' ‘actions 
which do not conform to the 
Koranic law.” 

Presidential elections due 
to take place before the end 
of the year had no chance of 
success iii the current security 
situation, Mr. Sahnouni said, 
adding that “conditions for 
holding a presidential elec- 
tion have not yet been estab- 
lished.” 

Mr. Sahnouni recognised 
there were differences opin- 
ion between the FIS leaders. 

“We have .tried and we will 
try again to unify our ranks, 
but we have not succeeded so 
far in attaining this objec- 
tive/' be said. 

Finally, he admitted he did 
not know the whereabouts of 
the two top FIS leaders, 
Ab.basi Madani and Ali 
Belhadj, and said be had only 
vague information concern- 
ing the transfer of Mr. 
Belhadj to the Sahara. 

Official sources said Mon- 
day evening that Algerian 
President Lj amine Zeroual 
met ferrmer Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Taleb Ibrahimi to . 
discuss preparations for set- 
ting up a monitoring commis- 
sion for presidential elec- 


tions. 

The sources did not dis- 
close the content of the meet- 
ing. 


Mr. Ibrahimi, member of 
the central committee of the 
National Liberation Front 
(FLN) ; formerly -the ruling 
party, is considered in politic- 
al circles and by the Algerian 
press to be dose to the FIS. 

By agreeing to meet the 
president, Mr. Ibrahimi has 
set himself apart from his 

party- 

• The FLN, like other par- 
ties which signed a “national 
contract” in Rome in January , 
this year, turned down the 
president's invitation. 

Former head of govern- 
ment Mouloud Hamrouche, 
who belongs to the FLN’s 
political office, has also 
accepted Mr. Zeroual's in- 
vitation, along with the for- 
mer* speaker of the National 
Assembly, Rabafa Bitat. and 
former prime minister Belaid 
Abdul Salam. 


Algeria's presidential elec- 
tion has already been re- 
jected by most of Algeria's 
opposition, including the 
eight signatory parties to the 
“national contract" in Rome, 
who say the climate of vio- 
lence is not condudve to free 
and fair elections. 


Sudan, 

Ethiopia 


fall out over 


^plotters’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — Relations 
between Sudan and Ethiopia 
are deteriorating because 
Khartoum refuses to hand 
over three Egyptians impli- 
cated in an attack on Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak in Addis Ababa, an Arab 
daily said Tuesday. 

Relations between the two 
country have “reached the 
point of no return due to the 
implication of Sudan” in the 
failed assassination attempt 
on June 26, the London- 
based A1 Sharq A1 Awsat, 

* received in Cairo, said. 

Addis Ababa .declined to 
"Stisjlend the (Opening 'of cot-’ 
> ' ! sulates in several Sudanese' 
towns near the border and 
brought back furniture and 
equipment already shipped to 
the Red Sea city of Port 
Sudan, the paper said. 

Khartoum responded by 
delaying the opening of its 
own consulates in Ethiopian 
cities, the paper said. 

Ethiopia has also dosed 
the Addis Ababa office .of a 
Sudanese Islamic humanita- 
rian group, Muwafaq, the 
paper said without specifying 
when the closure occured. 

Sudanese employees in 
Sudanese and Arab huma- 
nitarian groups had already 
been thrown out of Ethiopia 
soon after the failed attack on 
Mr. Mubarak. 

A1 Sharq Ai Awsat re- 
ported on Monday that rela- 
tions between Sudan and’ 
Ethiopia were threatened “if 
Sudan did not extradite the 
; three Egyptians demanded 
by Addis Ababa for planning 
the attack on Mubarak.” 


Report criticises study 
of ‘Gulf war syndrome’ 


But in August Ethiopia 
said £v;c Ht'-ftsans planned 
the ?t •'’?!' " r -pm abroad" 
vvrP* C”? or the stackers 

• -LJ to ?. foreign country. 

It naiT::d Mustafa Hamza, 
a leader of the militant 
Gaciaa Islamiyah, and a de- 
puty, Izat Yassin, as the mas- 
terminds, while Hussein 
Ahmad Shahit Ali, also 

• known as Siraj Muhammad 
Hussein, was the fugitive. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— A U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment conclusion that no new 
or unique illness exists among 
Gulf war veterans was de- 
scribed Monday as unjusti- 
fied and unproven by a com- 
mittee of medical experts that 
analysed tire work. 

The committee, from the 
Institute of Medicine, said 
the Pentagon “made consci- 
entious efforts” to evaluate 
10,020 U.S. veterans who de- 
veloped unusual and unex- 
plained health problems after 
fighting in the 1990 Gulf war. 
But the experts said the Pen- 
tagon failed to prove its con- 
clusion that a “Gulf syn- 
drome” does not exist among 
those troops. 

.’ Tbt committee’s report 
was released just 'before the 
first meeting of a White 
House advisory panel 
appointed by President Bill 
Qinton to study the issue. 

A recent Defence Depart- 
ment report said a study of 
the 10,020 veterans found no 
clinical evidence of a new or 
unique illness responsible for 
a variety . of symptoms re- 
ported by Gulf war veterans. 

“The reasoning for this 
statement is not well ex- 
plained, and the (Pentagon) 
states it as though it were 
self-evident,” the Institute of 
Medicine report said. It re- 
commended the Pentagon 
“either be more cautious in 


making this conclusion or jus- 
tify it better." 

The institute also said the 
Pentagon study should clarify 
health comparisons made 
among personnel who served 
in the Gulf with health stu- 
dies of other populations and 
between military personnel 
who did and did not serve in 
the war. 

The Institute of Medicine 
is a private research organisa- 
tion associated with the 
National Academy of Scien- 
ces. The Pentagon asked it to 
analyse the Gulf war veterans 
health study. 

At the first meeting of the 
presidential advisory commit- 
tee on Gulf war veterans' 
illnesses, Hillary Rodham 
Cfintori said/ her husband 
appointed the group because 
he is determined to find final 
answers to the health prob- 
lems of thousands of Gulf 
war veterans. 

“The research that the gov- 
ernment has conducted indi- 
cates that thousands of veter- 
ans who were healthy when 
they left for the Gulf war are 
now ill," Mrs. Clinton said. 
“Many veterans believe that 
these symptoms cluster 
together into a Gulf war syn- 
drome that is unique.” 

The Pentagon has given 
several reasons to explain the 
syndrome, contending that 
pyschological problems were 
the cause of one in five cases. 



MAGNETIC CARDS: Palestinian workers sit down around a Palestinian 
police car on Tuesday to give back old permits to enter Israel. The 
Israeli army ordered all Gazans to apply for new “magnetic” cards, one 
of the key tools with which Israel controls Palestinians entering the 
Jewish state. The Gaza Strip remained sealed off for the seventh day 
running on Tuesday- (AFP photo) • 


Ankara 
protests 
beheading 
of four Turks 
in S. Arabia 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey 
has protested about the be- 
heading of four Turks on 
drug smuggling charges in 
Sandi Arabia, the Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement 

The statement, released 
late on Monday, said the 
Saudi ambassador to Ankara 
had been summoned to the 
ministry to give an explana- 
tion for the executions^ 

“We expressed our disillu- 
sionment that our high-level 
attempts to have our sub- 
jects' lives spared in. line 
with... humanitarian consid- 
erations have not beep consi- 
dered as they should, and 
requested that the angry 
reaction of our public be 
brought to the attention of 
those concerned," it said. 

The ministry asked the 
Saudi government to hand 
over the bodies of the ex- 
ecuted Turks. 

Two Turkish men wer ex- 
ecuted inf. Saudi* Arabia- on' 
Friday ’and two more on 
Monday in accordance with 
strict Islamic law, which de- 
mands the public execution 
by the sword of rapists, 
murderers, drug smugglers 
and viglent armed robbers. 

-Turkish newspapers 
showed pictures of furious 
friends and relatives of the 
beheaded Turks, burning 
Saudi flags and chanting 
“Damn the Sharia," and 
“(King) Fahd, are you 
allah." 

Hurriyet newspaper said 
King Fahd had ignored a 
letter ftom Turkish President 
Suleyman Demirel asking for 
amnesty for the Turks. 


Court cuts sentence 


for battered wife 


TEL AVIV (AP) — In a case 
hailed by feminists, Israel's 
supreme court has reduced 
the prison -sentence of a 
woman who killed her hus- 
band with 31 bullets after 
suffering years of beatings. 

“Mother's coming home,” 
a tearful Carmela Buhbut 
cried, hugging her son, after 
the verdict was banded down 
cutting her sentence from 
seven to three years. The 
decision means she could be 
paroled in six months for 
good behaviour, after serving 
two-thirds of the sentence. 

Ms. Buhbut was convicted 
of murder a year and a half 
ago for kilting her husband 
Yehuda, emptying an entire 
cartridge of 31 bullets from a 
gun. At her trial, friends and 
relatives testified that ber 
husband had beaten and 
psychologically abused her 
during the 24 years they were 
married. 


domestic violence has really 
moved forward by leaps and 
bounds in the last couple of 
years,” she said. “What we 
have to do now is find the 
appropriate tools to reduce 
it.” 

A three-judge panel of the 
supreme court ruled 2-1 to 
reduce Ms. Buhbut's . sent- 
ence. 


“We are only flesh and 
blood," Justice Gabriel Bach 
said, reading from the deci- 
sion. “Justice cannot be com- 
plete with the fact that this 
woman, who went through 
sucb horrible terror, should 
spend such 'a long time in 
prison.” 

Interviews with Ms. 
Buhbut and family members 
revealed that Yehuda Buhbut 
raped his wife on their wed- 
ding night and abused her 
regularly after that. 


Ms. Buhbut's case was 
seen as a flagship case for the 
Israeli women's movement, 
which was in an uproar when 
the original sentence was 
handed down. The lower 
court that sentenced her said 
the harsh sentence-was neces- 
sary to deter people from 
taking the law into their own 
hands. 


"I'm delighted," parlia- 
ment member Naomi Cha- 
zan. a strong proponent of 
women’s rights, said of Mon- 
day's ruling. “It indicates 
very clearly that the burden 
ties on all the various author- 
ities that knew domestic vio- 
lence was taking place for 
many years and didn't do as 
much as they should have.” 

Ms. Chazan is one of the 
sponsors of a bill that would 
allow reduced sentences for 
women who kill their abusive 
husbands. 

“Public awareness of 


In an interview televised 
on Channel Two shortly after 
she killed her husband, Ms. 
Buhbut said she had loaded 
the gun with intention of 
killing herself, but her hus- 
band came in and she turned 
the gun on him instead. 

him standing in 
front of me and I shot," she 
said. 

Justice Dalia Donner said 
the responsibility for the kill- 
ing fell not just on Ms. 
Buhbut, but on the family 
and friends who knew of the 
endless batterings and did no- 
thing. 

Judge Yaakov Kedmi 
opposed the decision. 

Geula Harle, administrator 
in the Neve Tirze prison 
where Ms. Buhbut has been 
serving her sentence,, said 
Ms. Buhbut keeps herself 
busy at the prison all her 
waking hours “in order to 
escape from the memories 
that are chasing her.’J 


Syrian, Argentine officials discuss nuclear cooperation 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
A three-member Syrian tech- 
nical delegation began talks 
Monday with Argentine offi- 
cials on bilateral agreements 
on nuclear science and tech- 
nology,' a senior Argentine 
official said. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Fernando de la Petrelia de- 
nied that they would be dis- 
cussing the sale of nuclear 
reactors to Syria, but said any 
such sale would have to meet 
“very strict" requirements of 
Argentine law on the transfer 
of sensitive technology. 

Argentine observes “abso- 
lute transparency concerning 
the transfer of technology 


and will not begrudge in- 
formation to the internation- 
al regulatory bodies,” Petrel- 
la told AFP. 


He said the Syrians were 
holding the nuclear talks with 
Guillermo Gonzalez, the 
foreign ministry’s under 
secretary for foreign policy. 

The daily Pagina/12 re- 
ported Sunday that the pur- 
pose of the Syrians’ trip was 
to negotiate the purchase of a. 
nuclear reactor from Argenti- 
na. 


Diplomatic sources here 
said Syria, which like Argen- 
tina is a signatory of the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 


Treaty, was interested in 
buying a three-megawatt 
reactor and was prepared to 
agree in writing that it be 
used only for the purposes of 
medical research. 

In Washington, mean- 
while, Argentine diplomats 
denied reports that the nuc- 
lear negotiations actually be- 
gan in tiie U.S. capital Aug. 
11 . 

PetreDa also denied reports 
that an international commis- 
sion composed of representa- 
tives of Argentine, Israel and 
the United States might 
analyse such a sale. 

He acknowledged that the 
idea of forming such a com- 


mission had been raised dur- 
ing a visit to Tel Aviv July 25 
by Argentine Foreign Minis- 
ter Guido di Telia, bat was 
later rejected. 


• Argentine-Syrian talks on 
nuclear cooperation, which 
began at the start of the 
decade, were suspended in 
1991 under pressure from the 
United States and Israel. 

They resumed in last year 
after a visit to Syria by Presi- 
dent Carlos Menem, who is 
of Syrian descent. 


An official document out- 
lining the Argentine govern- 
ment position said the talks in 
Buenos Aires were "of a 


preliminary character and 
will be aimed at defining 
possible areas of future coop- 
eration.” 

The document, obtained in 
Washington, said the Syrians 
“had expressed interest in 
receiving Argentine coopera- 
tion in this field.” 

The document said Mr. Di 
Telia assured the Israelis that 
Argentine nuclear coopera- 
tion with any Middle Eastern 
country would be bound by 
“the exclusively peaceful use 
of any material and know- 
how exported and the need to 
nor alter the regional 
politico-technologic ba- 
lance." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Yemeni officiate deny attacking politician 


Yemeni officials have denied that author- 
Cities were behind what 

SLitrf foTSStal Sanaa on bis way to a news conferee 
called to announce joint action 
“ About 20 neople in an open van opened fire at my car, 
he said “My companion exchanged fire with the attackers 
JSSS esca,»iSt. “The 
ble for security in this country and since it has failed to ban 
tire S^Sanns, * » res^nsible for tire attempt on mv 
life ” Mr flawwash belongs to one of the two factions of. 
Baa* Party- The other faction supports the govern- 


ment. 


15 Kurdish rebels killed in Anatolia 


ANKARA (AFP) - Fifteen supporters ; 

Workers’ Party (PKK) have died in clashes with Tmtoh 
government forces in the east and south^mpart rf^e t 
country, reliable sources sard Tuesday. The mmtary 
operations have been underway smtx Sunday m the 
piovinoeof Hakkari on the border wrffi 1^^ Iranratf 
Bfaeol in the east, a Kurdish source told AFP in telephone 
interview. The death toll has not been confirmed by the 
Dfyarbakir state police force which is responsible for 
coordinating military operations against the PKK. for 
more than 10 years the PKK has been waging a bloody w?r 
agains t the army in the Kurdish heartland of east Anatolia. 
About 15,000 are estimated to have died in the conflict to 
date. The Turkish army has been recently c arryin g crat 
daily operations to hunt down members of the PKK m the 
southeast, notably in Tunceli where several hundred rebels 
are trapped, surrounded by government troops, the Kutt 
dish source said. 


Three out of five Israelis are teetotal 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Sixty^one per cent of Israelis totally 
abstain ftom drinking alcohol, according to a health 
minis try survey published Tuesday. The representative 
sample of adults found that only two per cent chink alcohol 
daily and five per cent twice a week. The nmnstry said 
50,000 Israelis are “addicted” to alcohol bat did not define 
the term. 


Husband cuts wife's throat in Morocco 


TANGEERS, Morocco (AFP) — A. husband bludgeoned 
and stabbed his wife, then slit her throat, after she told him 
she was having an extra-marital affair with a younger man, 
judicial sources said Monday. Mohammad Marbomri, 48, 
seized a hamme r and bludgeoned his wife before cutting 
her throat and stabbing her several times about the body. 
Rachida Azri, 39, the mother of their seven children aged 
between seven and 19, bad informed him at their home in 
Tangjers, northern Morocco, she was having an affair with 
a local chug dealer named “Khoumssi”. After tire attack 
early Sunday afternoon the eldest of the children, who is 
alleged to have threatened reprisals against his mother’s 
lover, was kept in custody for several hours at die police 
station while detectives hooted for tire alleged beau. 
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Sudanese reconciliatiofr'meetfng postponed 
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NAIROBI (AFP) — A reconciliation meeting of some 15 
Sudanese rebel groups scheduled to open here Tuesday has 
been postponed to October. A spokesman for th? Soufa jl ^ 
Sudan Independence Movement (SSIM) said the group had^ 
received note from the Union of Sudan African Parties 
(USAP), an umbrella group of factions from southern: 
Sudan and die central Nuba Mountains, saying the 
conference would now take place from Oct 9 to 13. N<£ 
reasons were given for die postponement, but SSIM 
spokesman David de Grand told AFP that few of dre- 
factions had shown interest in the meeting. Tm not v&ffr 
optimistic about this meeting," said Mr. De Grand. Jfe 
spokesman for the largest rebel movement, the S irdar ! 
People’s liberation Army (SPLA), said his group bad noL 
been informed of the meeting. Mr. De Grand questioned 
USAP’s neutrality in the mediation effort, saying its leadtt- 
Elliaba Surer had joined the SPLA, which is beaded hy 
John Garang. 


Officers in Iraq shootdown get reprimands 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Seven air force officers 
volved in the accidental downing of two U.S. Arm*! 
helicopters over Iraq last year are getting punishments that! 
could end their military careers, a Pentagon official said? 
However, the seven are not being fired or accused df- 
cnmipal acts in the April 16. 1994, accident that killed 
people, said die official who spoke on condition of., V 
anonymity. Defence Department officials said the punish^ f - 
ments decided by Air Force Chief-of-Staff General Ronald: $ , 
Fogleman was to be announced officially Tuesday The twtp i 3 
F-15 pdots involved Lieutenant Colonel Randy May and: £ ; 
Captain Enc Wickson — would be barred from flyings 
duties for at least three years, the official said. Thfc 
groundinp would effectively end their careers as air forces 
fighter pilots, they said. Gen. Fogleman also ordered three^ '~p'\ 
members of an air force radar command to be grounded foi 
SjSSUr year? r mdu *' n & Captain Jim WaSg, who was' 
SmSSL ™ htar Y fa June of criminal charges J 
, " adc ««- A WAGS plane failed to 
the area F ' 15 1hat ** U S * hel «copters were flying in 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

I4tf0 Problem Child 

Ms30 Super Champs 

15:68 Tomorrow's World 

1 5 JO Amazing Stories 

Ifc* Families 

17:00 

Children's Programme — Doug 
17:30 

Telefilm “Lcs Cino Demines Mi- 
nutes” 

IM0 News in French' 

10:15 Ushuaia 

1H* News Headlines 

1*35 

Arthur Clarke’s Mysterious Uni- 
verse 

2M9 Anything fora Laugh 

2*30 The Bold and the Beautiful 

22:09 News in English 

2225 Prism 

22*5 

Drama — Blue Skies {Part IV) 
23s30 Separate But Equal 

PRAYER TIMES 

94:31 Fajr 

05:55 (Sunrise) Duha 

12:48 Dhuhr 

16=19 ‘Asr 

1025 Maghreb 

2*40 Tsha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Naaanth Chord) 
Swdflefa, Tel. 810740 


Assemblies of God Church. Td. 

632785. 

St. Josepfa Church Tel. 624590 . 
Church of tbe Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasancta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of tbe Anmndation Td. 

623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 630851. Tel. 
62SS43. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Imernatkmai Church Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 

824328. 

Cenaan- e peal da g Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tel: 684195 
The Church of Jksas Christ of 
Latter-Day Sahas Tel. 654932 
Church of Naxarene Tcl.675691, 
The Evangelical Local Church bo 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Amman 19/31 

Aqaba 25/39 

Deserts 18/35 

Jordan Valley 24/38 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32 Aqaba 39. Humidity 
readings: Amman 43 per cent. 
Aqaba 28 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


Td. 81 1295 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


Normal summer weather condi- 
tions will prevail with temperatures 
around average and winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
'Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalcd M'addi 743500 

Dr. Mukhlcs Mazahrah 820425 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 6490 

Dr. Salman AI Daboubi .... 776751 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


RBID: 

Dr. Mohammad AIKbalili 273099 
AJ Ouds pharmacy (— ) 


Food Control Centre 637] 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661 111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fine Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Cotnplainls 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Munidpalily 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12! 

Overseas Cafls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

A Mali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381- 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


Kbatidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity, J. Amn. 

(M244I/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Mi Ihas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmckani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mua5hcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. At-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army.fiMarka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amai Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt, Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

* (09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

AI Hikmu Modem Hospital (091990990 
IRBID: 

P rincess Basina Hospital (02)273555 

Creek Catbohc Hospital (021272275 

Hut AI Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJI information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
S. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Right* 
(Terminal 1} 

Ofeto Damascus (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

- Lamaca (RJ) 

10:11 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Ifc50 Doha. Bahrain ( RJ) 

15:45 New York, Amsterdam (Rjj 

15:45 Toronto (add) (RJ) 

17:45 Detroit (add) (RJ) 

1849 Paris l RJ) 

11-15 Istanbul (RJ) 

lfcBO. Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

19:18 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

19:15 London. Berlin (RJI 

19:15 Rome (RJ) 


29=25 Madrid (RJJ 


8835 Beirut (RJ) 

81:15 Cairo (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


Other Flight! (Terminal 2) 


MinJMax. temp. 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Tarcq Hijjawi 985444 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

HiBMin Medical Centre 813813/32 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


lfc50... Karachi, Abu Dlubi (pit) 

11:38 Jcddah(SV) 

13:15 

13:40. Abu Dhabi (GF) 


US London. Beirut (BA) 

Athens (PKl 

Antalya (TK) 

Beirut (ME) 

S 5 !? Sanaa (IY) 

H ::::::::::::::::::: 

DEPARTURES 

??*15 Madrid (RJ) 

JJia Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

JKf® Berlin. London (RJ) 

If*® Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

tT” Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

?!‘J® Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

ajllj -i-j"- We* Delhi (RJ) 

Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

SIS Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

ii!; Cairo (MS) 

Doha. Muscat (GF) 

iJw " Ab “ Dhabi - Karachi (PK) 

J55 

aJS Sana. 0Y) 

Shariqah(AH) 


‘ London (BA)' 

Amsterdam (KL) 
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King congratulates, awards Royal Falcons 


AMMAN (Petra) — * His 
Majesty King Hussein Tues- 
day received at the Royai 
Court the 10 members of 
Royal Falcons team who 
u>ok pan in aerial shows 
held last month in the United 
Kingdom, the Netherlands 
and Belgium. 

The King, himself an expe- 
rienced aviator, congratulat- 
ed the men on their distin- 
guished performance. 

The Royal Falcons team 
competed against aviators 
from different parts of tte 
world. The team won the 
British Air Tattoo Cup for 
the best free-flying and for- 
mation performances . 

King Hussein presented 
each team member with 
medals. The Royal Falcons 
formation display team is 
made up of Lieutenant 
Colonel Mansur Jobur, Cap- 
tain Omar Hweij, Captain 
Tayseer Dabubi. Captain 
Omar Bilal, First Lieutenant 
Qusay Zaza, and engineers 
Riad Ayoub, Mahmoud 
Awad, Hussein Hammad, 
Ahmad Tawfiq, and Andoni 
Hanania / 

Since their first appear - 



His Majesty King Hussein Tbesday presents one of the members of the Royal Falcons 
air formation team whh a medal at an audience In which he congratulated all 10 mem- 
bers of the team on their recent success in various European air shows (Petra photo) 


once in Qatar in Nov. 197S 
the Royal Falcons have pre- 
sented their precision forma- 
tion demo strati on to tens of 


millions of spectators in 
Europe, the Middle East, 
North America, Africa and 
the Far East. 


The Royal Falcons operate 
as a highly specialised 
department of Royal Jordan- 
ian, the national carrier. 


Contractors association to build 
Irbrid branch complex, says president 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jor- 
danian Contractors Associa- 
tion (JCA) Tuesday awarded 
;A1 Khali] Construction 
Company a JD 200,000 con- 
tract to build a JCA branch 
building in Irbid. 

• JCA President Mohammad 
Murad told the Jordan limes 
that the firm will take 400 
days to finish the complex 
which will comprise offices, 
a conference ball and other 
basic utilities, adding that 
the complex could be ready 


for occupancv in the second 
half of 1996.' 

Mr. Murad said that a per- 
manent complex in Irbid 
was necessary' to serve the 
estimated 5,000 contractors 
in the northern regions of 
Jordan to replace the present 
rented building. He added 
that contractors in the north 
own 150 contracting firms. 

Mr. Murad said the deci- 
sion was taken to construct a 
complex in Irbid in light of 
the rising number of con- 


tractors over the past few 
years and the expected 
increase this year. He said 
the branch complex wilt 
save the JCA a great deal of 
rent. 

The JCA has taken a deci-* 
sion to establish yet another 
branch for the southern 
regions of the country to be 
located in Karak because the 
south has almost the same 
number of contractors as the 
north, and the concerned 
JCA department Tuesday 


started studying the bids for 
the construction of the 
Karak branch, according to 
Mr MuracL 

He said most of the con- 
tractors are concentrated in 
Amman which has 500 con- 
tracting firms undertaking 
various construction pro- 
jects. 

The contract for the Irbid 
complex was signed by Mr. 
Murad and A1 Khalij Gener- 
al Manager Abdul Munem 
Hamdan. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


: 'r'T r • 

• "The Lady Vanishes" at the British Council at 7:00 
|p.nu 

PLAYS 

'The Maids" (written by Jean Genet) starring Majid 
A1 Qasas and Najwa Kondakji at the Royal Cultural 
| Centre, Main Theatre at 8:30 p.m. 

"Badranah” (in Arabic) at the Royal Cultural Centre, 
I at 7:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

Lecture (in Arabic) entitled "An Attempt to Analyse 
| the Nature and Contradictions of the Palestinian 

I National Authority/' by Mr. Walid Salim at Abdul 


..... 

Hameed ShomanTpuiidation at 6:30 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Oil paintings by Yassin A1 Mohammadawi at Balad- 
na Art Gallery. 

* Abstract art by Fadwa A1 Nabulsi at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre. 

* Paintings by "Pioneers of the Fifties" Isma'il and 
Suzanne Al Sheikhly, Khalid Qassab, and Dr. Nuri 
Behjet at Orfali Art Gallery, Umm Utheina. 

* "Exhibiton of Chinese Products '95/' at Al Bassam 
Hall, King Abdullah Gardens. 


Amman municipality plans to build zoo 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Greater Amman Municipali- 
ty plans to build a zoo on the 
outskirts of Amman, accord- 
ing to the Director of the 
municipality’s Gardens 

Department, Hoi thorn 

Jweinat, Tuesday. 

The zoo. to be built at 
G hamdan Park near Um Al 
Kufldum, on the airport 
road, will be spread across 
an area of 3,000 dunums, he 
said. 

The project was decided 
on in response to public 
requests as well as in the 


interests of the tourism 
industry. 

Mr. Jweinat said the 
municipality had laid the 
infrastructure for the zoo, 
and investors and concerned 
firms were welcome to bid 
for its construction. 

The municipality has also 
started work on a bird gar- 
den at Ras Al Ain which will 
be the third in the Amman 
area after Prince Has hem 
Garden in Shmeisani and the 
Hamah Garden in Marka, 
according to Mr. Jweinat. 


He said the Amman area 
currently has 130 public gar- 
dens on a total area of 1,100 
dunums, and work is pro- 
ceeding On creating new 
public gardens in the coming 
few months on the road to 
the King Hussein Medical 
Centre, at Rashid district, in 
the town of Tareq near the 
lawyers' bousing estate, in 
Tla’a Al Ali district, and in 
the H ami an and Marka 
areas. 

The refurbishing of the 
public gardens in Amman 


will be completed before the 
end of 1995, said Mr. 
Jweinat, adding that palm 
trees which were presented 
to the city as a gift from the 
Baghdad municipality have 
already been planted in pub- 
lic gardens here. 

Mr. Jweinat also 
announced that the munici- 
pality receives tree saplings 
for its projects from its own 
nurseries at Ain Ghazal, 
Sweileh and Abu Nseir, 
which together grow one 
million saplings annually. 



HEADS UP: Young boys unload watermelons at a local produce market in the Nouzha district of Amman (photo 
by Yousef Al 'Allan) 


VTC introduces courses to help job-seekers 


AMMAN (Petra) — In a bid 
to help job-seekers find 
employment in positions 
currently taken by non- Jor- 
danians, the Vocational 
Training Corporation (VTC) 
has introduced training 
courses at its centres for the 
coming year designed to fill 
the needs of the labour mar- 
ket in Jordan, according to 
VTC Director General Ali 
Nasrallah. 

The VTC has this month 
starred registering names of 
trainees for the 40 training 
programmes in a variety of 
fields in the coming year, 
said Mr Nasrallah. 

A total of 15,800 trainees 


will be aecepred for the 
short, medium and regular 
training courses ranging 
from one to two years, he 
added. 

He said courses are offered 
in construction and manu- 
facturing, and most of the 
trainers are employed in 
those sectors . 

Mr. Nasrallah said that the 
corporation has just finished 
the construction of a hotel 
training centre in Aqaba and 
a small 15-room hotel for 
training purposes. 

The new training facility 
will be the second after the 
Aramoun Hotel Training 
Centre in Amman and will 


provide trained personnel to 
the hotels operating in the 
port city, added Mr Nasral- 
lah. 

He said the VTC has for 
the first time introduced a 
programme for training 
supervisors in occupational 
safety matters and the 
trained supervisors will take 
a year to finish this course at 
the centre in Marka which 
emails doing practical work 
at several local factories and 
companies. 

Referring to development 
of VTC factiities, Mr. Nas- 
rallah said that the corpora- 
tion has concluded an agree- 
ment with the Swiss govern- 


ment to help modernise the 
equipment at the VTCs cen- 
tres especially the electrical, 
electronic and mechanical 
equipment as well as those 
used in carpentry at the total 
cost of JD 1 million . 

He said the VTC is study- 
ing proposals to establish a 
training centre on chemical 
industries to be financed by 
a French government grant 
and is making preliminary 
arrangements for the estab- 
lishment of metal industrial 
institute at Sahab Industrial 
City near Amman at the cost 
of $4 million with assistance 
and training from Japan. 
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NEWS 
IN BRIEF 

Fire destroys files 

AqabaCPetra) — A fire 
which broke out at the 
Water Authority offices in 
Aqaba Tuesday destroyed 
subscribers’ files and a cor 
which was the property of 
the office. Local police 
said they were investigatng 
the cause of the fire. 

Minister, envoy 
discuss student 
acceptance 

Amman (J.T.) — Minister 
of Higher Education 
Rateb Saoud Tuesday dis- 
cussed with Lebanese 
Charge d’ Affaires in 
Amman Gubrail Jaarah the 
prospect of accepting 
Lebanese students in Jor- 
danian universities. The 
minister said that Lebanese 
students wishing to study 
in Jordan will be sent to 
various universities in the 
country. The two sides 
also discussed facilities for 
Jordanian students to get 
visas to continue their 
studies in Lebanon. 
Reports in the local press 
had said Jordanian stu- 
dents were finding it diffi- 
cult to get visas to 
Lebanon. 


Fuheis festival, hailed a success, faces doubtful future 


By Beatrix Inunenkamp 

Special id the Jordan Times 

Fuheis — The Sixth Fuheis 
festival, which drew to a 
close Monday night, was 
described as a great success 
by organisers and partici- 
pants alike, but its continua- 
tion is threatened by a deci- 
sion by the Ministry of 
Finance to tax the festival 
beginning this year. 

President of the Organis- 
ing Committee of the Sixth 
Fuheis Festival Yassir 
Akroush told the Jordan 
Times that the ministry's 
decision, for the firsr time, 
to claim a 20 per cent tax on 
the festival's revenues might 
force the Fuheis Youth Club, 
which organises the event, 
to sell its assets to pay the 
tax. 

This would not only 
mean the end of the Fuheis 
festival, but it would also 
threaten the survival of the 
Fuheis Youth Club," Mr. 
Akroush, who is president 
of the club, said. 

He explained that "were it 
not for the government's 
decision to tax the festival 
this year, the revenues of the 
festival would cover its 
costs, as-has been the case in 
previous years. But if we 
have to pay tax on the rev- 
enue, die club can only gen- 
erate the money by selling 
its assets. This would be the 
end of the Fuheis Youth 


Club." 

According to Adel Rousan 
from the Ministry of Youth, 
Jordanian law allows clubs 
to organise two events per 
year of which the revenues 
are not taxed by the govern- 
ment. The Ministry of 
Finance considers a single 
performance as one event. 

'The Fuheis Youth Club 
organises an average of two 
performances a day in the 
context of the festival which 
lasts for seven days. So after 
the first day, performances 
are taxed," Mr. Rousan said. 

The concert Monday night 
by Lebanese singer Wadi’ 
Safi, watched by an estimat- 
ed 4,000 revelers, was the 
crowning finale xb a week- 
long series of cultural and 
artistic events. 

The festival's name "Jor- 
dan - History and Civilisa- 
tion" reveals its aim of offer- 
ing events which represent 
various aspects of local and 
regional history and culture, 
ranging from the serious to 
the entertaining. 

Seated in the historic 
atmosphere of a newly 
restored quarter of Old 
Fuheis, wormed by the last 
rays of the evening sun. vis- 
itors were treated to a vari- 
ety of seminars on famous 
local personalities, classical 
poetry, regional architecture, 
cinema ami social issues. 

As the evening pro- 
gressed, spectators could 
move to the larger stage in 



Lebanese singer Wadi 9 Sail sings at the finale of the Sixth Annual Fuheis Fesitvai Mon- 
day night (photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


front of the local monastery, 
for a selection of drama, 
folklore and music presenta- 
tions, including the political 
comedy "Hi Citizen' 1 , the 
Palestinian folklore group 
Hanuna and conceits by Jor- 
danian, Syrian, Iraqi and 
Lebanese singers and musi- 
cians, including the famous 
Wadi' Safi and Elyas Karam 
from Syria. 

Several exhibitions 
accompanied the festival, 


displayed in local houses or 
in tents erected for the pur- 
pose. Exhibitions included 
a display of old icons and 
religious paraphernalia in 
one of the local churches, a 
photo exhibition on the life 
Of former Prime Minister 
Wasfi Tal, an exhibition on 
Karak as a model Arabic 
city as well as a collection,' 
for children, of folklore and 
popular heritage items. 

The narrow winding 


streets of Old Fuheis were 
filled every night with visi- 
tors strolling leisurely from 
one event to another, stop- 
ping on the way for ice 
cream or a shawarma sand- 
wich. 

Stalls selling local handi- 
craft lined the narrow alleys, 
adding to the atmosphere of 
a celebration of Middle 
Eostem/local culture. 

The Fuheis Youth Club, its 
membership exceeding 


1,000 youngsters, is the dri- 
ving force behind the idea 
and the organisation of the 
festival. 

Mr. Akroush told the Jor- 
dan Times that the idea for 
the festival was generated 
by a politically, socially and 
culturally interested mem- 
bership, who wanted to dis- 
cover more about the history 
and heritage of the region. 

Starting, initially, with 
seminars and lectures for 
members of the dub six 
years ago, the idea was con- 
ceived to condense events 
into a week-long festival 
open to the public. 

The emphasis of the festi- 
val is on cultural erudition 
rather than on entertain- 
ment. 

,r We are essentially a cul- 
tural festival, very interested 
in national culture and iden- 
tity and in Arab culture and 
identity. Even on the enter- 
tainment level, in concerts 
or drama, we try to present 
what is strictly art," said Mr. 
Akroush. 

Mr. Akroush stressed that 
the festival's emphasis on 
regional culture should by 
no means be interpreted as 
partisanship. 

The festival would like, in 
following years, to invite 
participants from North 
Africa, Europe and beyond. 

,r We are concerned about 
human culture in the general 
sense, but nevertheless with 
a special interest in Arabic 


society and its special char- 
acteristics. But once the sub- 
ject of Arabic culture has 
been addressed extensively, 
there is no reason not to 
broaden the spectre to 
include other cultures of the 
world." 

Residents of Fuheis 
attending the festival say 
they are pleased with the 
festival's success, demon- 
strated by the high rate of 
attendance not only by 
members of the local com- 
munity but by visitors from 
other Jordanian cities and 
even from abroad, with the 
latter two estimated to make 
up almost 50 per cent of 
attendance. 

The festival is funded 
entirely without government 
support, from revenues gen- 
erated by the bigger events, 
for which tickets are sold, as 
well as donations by inter- 
ested citizens. 

The entirely voluntary par- 
ticipation of members of the 
youth club in the organisa- 
tion of the .festival, which 
significantly reduces costs, 
is an essential element in the 
festival’s survival over six 
years, organisers said. 

Mr. Akroush said he very 
much regrets the govern- 
ment's decision to tax the 
festival, and hopes that the 
government would try to 
make things easier rather 
than more' difficult for this 
local initiative. 
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Japanese prime minister 
apologises for war atrocities 

rnirvn /n\ _ ■ i ■ •»- . ■ w mi - _ _ i 


TOKYO (R) — In a land- 
mark statement. Prime 
Minister Tomiichi Murayama 
on Tuesday made Japan's 
first clear cut apology for its 
World War II actions but he 
firmly ruled out reopening 
discussions on compensation 
for victims. 

Mr. Murayama delivered 
the historic apology in som- 
ber tones on national televi- 
sion, reading a statement that 
bad the weight of the 
Japanese government behind 
it because the wording was 
cleared by all three partners 
in his ruling coalition. 

Speaking on the 50th 
anniversary of Japan's defeat 
in World War II. Mr. 
Murayama did not hold back 
in admitting wrongdoing and 
in apologising for it. 

“During a certain period in 
the not too distant past, 
Japan, following a mistaken 
national policy, advanced 
along the road to war. only to 
ensnare the Japanese people 
in a fateful crisis and through 
its colonial rule and aggres- 
sion caused tremendous dam- 
age and suffering to people of 
many countries, particularly 
to those of Asian nations,” 
he said. 

“In the hope that no such 
mistake be made in the fu- 
ture, I regard, in a spirit of 


humility, these irrefutable 
facts of history, and express 
here once again my feelings 
of deep remorse and state my 
heartfelt apology,” Mr. 
Murayama said. 

Mr. Murayama’s statement 
made him the first prime 
minister to use the sensitive 
word “apology,” instead of 
words like “remorse” and 
“regret,” in a public speech 
about the war. 

But at a later press confer- 
ence, Mr. Murayama dashed 
hopes of former allied prison- 
ers of war that the change of 
mood might also lead to dis- 
cussions about compensation 
for victims. 

“All individual compensa- 
tion has been dealt with in 
the 1952 San Francisco peace 
treaty and other bilateral 
treaties,” he said. “We have 
faithfully met terms of those 
agreements.” 

Former prisoners of war 
from Britain, Australia, the 
United States and other 
allied nations have stepped 
up demands for compensa- 
tion .this anniversary year. 
Tokyo courts are considering 
several suits filed by PoW 
groups in which they demand 
individual compensation of 
about $22,000 each. 

Many former “comfort 
women" — women from 


Korea, China, the Philip- 
pines and the Netherlands 
forced to serve at battleffont 
brothels — are also deman- 
ding compensation. 

There appeared no im- 
mediate groundswell of anger 
against Mr. Murayama from 
rightwing groups. His state- 
ment coincided with a news- 
paper poll which said more 
than 50 per cent of Japanese 
do not believe enough has 
been done to atone for the 


past. 

But in a sign of the divi- 
sions that still exist in 
Japanese society, 10 of the 
prime minister's 20-man 
cabinet attended unofficial 
ceremonies at Tokyo's Yasu- 
kuni Shrine, site of the coun- 
try’s biggest shrine for war 
dead. 

The dead include class A 
war criminals like executed 
wartime Prime Minister 
Hideki Tojo. 

“Remorse and apology is 
just what the government 
says,” said Tadashi Yamada, 
75, who prayed at the shrine. 
“It's a big mistake to think 
this is what Japanese people 
think.” 

The apology followed a 
parliamentary resolution in 
July which only expressed 
“deep reflection" about 
Japan's history of aggression 


and brutal colonial rule. 

The focus of Tuesday’s 
commemorative services had 
been on whether the coun- 
try's first socialist prime 
minister would be bolder to 
utter the word “apology” in a 
public speech. 

Ministers at a cabinet 
meeting where the wording 
of the statement was cleared 
only hours before its deliv- 
ery, said the conservative 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP), senior partner in the 
coalition, did not fight the 
use of the word. 

Hie LDP, in power almost 
exclusively since World War 
II, had forced Mr. Murayama 
to tone down the parliamen- 
tary resolution. 



cancer, o -- , 

laboratory tests published 
Tuesday. Researchers have 
found mi ingredient called 

mSnomerica-lactalbui^ 

MAL that caused cancer 
cells to die in test tubes^The 
results were made pubbc ip 
the Proceedings of the 
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Economic Planning Minis- 
ter Isamu Miyazaki told a 
news conference Mr. 
Murayama read the state- 
ment and asked cabinet, 
members if there were any 
objections to the wording. 

“Nobody objected to the 
prime minister’s wording,” 
Mr. Miyazaki said. 

Mr. Murayama reverted to 
more muted language in a 
later speech to relatives of 
Japan's three million war 
dead, using the traditional 
terms “deep reflection and 
sincere condolences.” 


V 


Not all are happy in Asia 
with Japanese apology 


Britons 


HONG KONG (R) — Asian 

g overnments welcomed 
rime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama’s apology on 
Tuesday for World War II 
actions, but veterans and vic- 
tims of Japan's aggression de- 
manded more to ease their 
painful memories. 

Mr. Murayama’s apology, 
issued on the 50th 
anniversary of the end of 
World War II, followed a 
parliamentary resolution in 
July that expressed only 
“deep reflection.” 

That gesture had dis- 
appointed Asian countries, 
some of which suffered years 
of painful Japanese colonial 
rule or brutal aggression by 
Japan's imperial army during 
the war. 

“I think this must be hailed 
by all sides from all over the 
world,” Philippines President 
Fidel Ramos said of Mr. 
Murayama’s apology. 

Australian Prime Minister 
Paul Keating said Mr. 
Murayama’s apology was 
comprehensive and would 
satisfy most of the wartime 
opponents of Japan. 

But South Korea, which 
said it would wait and see 
what Japan did after Mr. 
Murayama issued the apolo- 
gy, urged Japan to go further 
in accounting for its wartime 
actions. 

“We want the Japanese 
government to make serious 


efforts to thoroughly reveal 
the truth of history and have 
a proper understanding of 
history,” the Seoul foreign 
ministry said. 

Mr. Murayama, who made 
Japan's first unambiguous 
apology for its aggression in a 
landmark statement, said this 
did not mean Tokyo would 
meet demands for compensa- 
tion. 

But for many victims, that 
remains a key issue. 

Former World War II ene- 
mies attending ceremonies in 
Thailand at the site of the 
infamous Thai -Burma "death 
railway” dismissed the apolo- 
gy as an empty gesture unless 
Japan compensated victims 
of its aggression. 

"If he doesn’t say anything 
about compensation it’s no- 
thing, it’s lip sendee, I don't 
believe it,” said former 


Japanese_soldier Nagase 
ales 


Takashi, 77. 

Mr. Takashi, who served 
as an interpreted for 
Japanese forces overseeing 
the allied prisoners of war 
and Asian slave labourers 
who built the railway, said all 
of those who suffered under 
Japanese rule should be com- 
pensated. 

Australian veteran David 
Barrett, 73, of Tasmania 
said: “A governmental apol- 
ogy without compensation is 
only a token. I don't need 
money but there are a lot of 


widows whose husbands died 
prematurely who do.” 

Hong Kong people wel- 
comed the apology but said 
action, not only words, were 
needed to heal the wounds. 

“That's a good start. The 
fact that he said it is good,” 
said legislator Emily Lau. “I 
think people will want to 
pursue (compensation). I cer- 
tainly hope the Japanese gov- 
ernment wall keep an open 
mind on this and not say that 
it is out of the question.” 

Mr. Murayama said in a 
speech that all compensation 
claims had r been settled by 
the San Frantiscd' peace trea- 
ty and other bilateral treaties. 

Tsui Szeman, owner of the 
Hong Kong news weekly 
Mirror, said: “For China, 
just apology is not enough. 
Japan's war with China was 
the longest and China suf- 
fered the most casualties, 
much higher than Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki." 

Australia’s veterans, 
meanwhile, called on 
Japanese Emperor Akihito to 
apologise for his nation’s ac- 
tions. 

“This is a good step, but I 
would still want the imperial 
household to support it and 
indeed promote an apology 
on behalf of the nation,” saua 
the president of the Austra- 
lian Returned Services 
League, William “Digger” 
James. 


unhappy 

with 


Japanese Prime Minister Tomichi Murayama makes his speech on the 
50th anniversary of the World War II end Tuesday at his official 
residence (AFP photo) 


apology 


Seoul students and police dash 
as Koreans celebrate liberation 


LONDON (R) — British 
veterans accused Japan of 
fudging an apology for its 
wartime actions on Tuesday 
and some said they might call 
for a boycott of Japanese 
goods. 

Groups refresenting the 
16,000 British survivors of 
Japanese war camps said they 
had been boping for an une- 
quivocal-apology on . behalf of 
the entire Japanese nation to - 
mark the 50th anniversary of 
the end of World War II. 


Speaking to Tokyo, Prime 
[mister Tomii 


Minister Tomiichi Murayama 
said that to forego any mis- 
takes by Japan in the future: 
“I would like to express anew 
my deep reflection and sin- 
cere apologies.” 

Although one survivor cal- 
led the statement “epoch 
making,” others saw it as an 
entirely personal expression 
of remorse. 

"There was the ideal 
opportunity for the Japanese 
to wipe the slate dean by 
unequivocally apologising 
and agreeing to compensate 
the people they treated so 
barbaricaJly in the Second 
World War,” said Arthur 
Titherington, secretary of the 
Japanese Labour Camps Sur- 
vivors Association. 


SEOUL (AFP) — Thousands 
of students calling for early 
unification of the two Koreas 
battled with police here Tues- 
day, marking the 50th 
anniversary of liberation 
from Japanese rule. 

In the worst street violence 
here Jhis year, some 10,000 
students, many wielding-met- 
al pipes, battled with. teaigas- 
firing riot police ih sev^i^ 
areas of the northern ‘'sub- 
urbs, while trying to mardrto 
tiie border for a banned rally 
with North Koreans. • 

Some 60 riot police, were 
injured and 20 of them were 
hospitalised after the dashes, 
the national Yonhap News 
Agency said. 

At an intersection leading 
to the road to the truce vil- 
lage of Paxuminjom, a contin- 
gent of 200 police troops 
were overpowered, disarmed 
and beaten by the students, 
witnesses said. 

The incidents caused snarl- 
ing traffic jams in the area, 
leaving vacationers stuck 
sweltering in their cars and 
suffering from the tear gas. . 

Shouting “national unifica- 
tion," the demonstrators re- 
peatedly charged towards a 
blockade formed by some 
3.000 police who fired volleys 


of tear gas from black 
armoured vehides, they said. 

The confrontation lasted 
for five hours as the students 
battled their way through 
police lines and proceeded 
- some three kilometres before 
abandoning their march. 

They later regrouped at- 
downtown Sungkynnkwan 
Urjiv«$i£Y; to continue pro- 
tests." *PdUce said, 17,000 .riot 
police' were’ mobilised 
throughout the dty. 

The violence coincided 
with a massive ceremony 
presided over by South Ko- 
rean President Kim Young- 
Sam in central Seoul to com- 
memorate the end of Japan’s 
occupation half a century 
ago. 

The official ceremony was 
hi ghlig hted by the beginning 
of the demolition of a build- 
ing symbolic of Japanese col- 
onial role. 

An 11-tonne chunk of the 
spire on the green dome of 
the old Japanese colonial 1 
headquarters was lowered by 
a giant crane to the beat of 
drums, the explosion of firec- 
rackers and applause. 

Five jet fighters, trailing 
violet and pink smoke, were 
allowed "for the first time 
since the end of the 1950-53 


Korean War to fly over this 
capital daring the event, 
attended by 50.000 people 
and watched by thousands 
more on television. 


Human milk may 

be cancer fighter 


WASHINGTON (AFP)’ “I 
Human milk might help fight 
oncer, according to Swedish 


National Academy of Scien- 
ces Tuesday. At Lu 


World’s longest serving 
“prisoner of conscience” 
freed 

In another development. 
South Korea on Tuesday 
freed Kim Sun-Myuhg, die 
man Amnesty International 
calls the world’s longest serv- 
ing prisoner of conscience, in 
an amnesty to mark Korea’s 
liberation from Japanese col- 
onial rule. 

Mr. Kim, 71, who had 
spent 44 years behind bars 
'since being captured in 1951 
during the Korean War, 
walked free from the prison 
in the suburbs of this central 
provincial city, 150 
kilometres south of Seoul. 

The feeble and aged Kim 
was met by a group of rela- 
tives of jailed students and 
leftists outside the prison, 
and had to be supported by 
others as he posed for photo- 
graphers. At one point, he 
Wed from the nose. 

Few had known what he 
looked like and no photo- 
graphs of him had been avail- 
able so far. 


Panamanian unions lift strike 


PANAMA CITY (AFP) — 
Panamanian union leaders 
called off a strike Monday 
from Pfdsident . Erneso 


Perez signed a law revamp 


aping 

the labour code, which 
ignited 10 days of sometimes 
violent protests that claimed 
four fives. 

Fearing riots, more than 
300 riot police surrounded 
the Panamanian presidential 
palace as Mr. Peres signed 
the law, which makes it easier 
for -employers; to lay off 
workers, lower their wages in 
times of crisis. 

But the decision by49 un- 
ions that endorsed the strike 
by some 20,000 workers, 
most of them from the con- 
struction and banana indus- 
tries, defused a potentially 
violent showdown. 


Earlier, hundreds of work- 
rc 'had blocked downtown 
jaffic to protest the reform 
of the legal code, which 
would have reduced by half 
pay for workers unjustifiably 
dismissed. 

Labour leader Gabriel 
Castillo said the unions 
would challenge the law's 
constitutionality before the 
Supreme Court but that strik- 
ers would return to work 
Tuesday. 

“We believe the time has 
come to lift the strike and 
pass to the struggle to resist 
the execution ofthe changes 
imposed,” said Mr. Castillo. 

The government contends 
the reforms, which were 
approved by the legislature 
Saturday, are needed to re- 
vive the economy, attract 


foreign investment and lower 
unemployment, now at 13.6 
per cent. 

But the construction work- 
ers say the measures would 
leave them defenceless and 
wifi not help create jobs. 

Since the strike began 
Aug. 4, four people have 
been killed, dozens have 
been injured and more than 
400 have been detained in 
dashes with police. 

Opposition lawmaker 
Arturo Vlllarino said .the 
amendments “for Perez are a 
trophy he will be delighted to 
show international financial 
institutions.” 

Protests -began to gather 
steam Monday after a re- 
latively calm weekend de- 
spite Saturday's hot-button 
decision by lawmakers. 


Sao Tome president seized in coup 


SAO TOME, Sao Tome and 
Prindpe (AP) — Rebel milit- 
ary officers stormed the pres- 
idential palace of this western 
African island nation before 
dawn Tuesday and seized 
President Migliel Trovoada. 

Mr. Trovoada and defence 
minister Alberto Paulino 
were being held prisoner in 
the country’s main military 
barracks, loyalist soldiers 
told the Associated Press. 

The rebel officers have 
seized control of state radio 
and the airport and have 
positioned armoured vehides 
on highways leading to the 
capital. Soldiers with assault 
rifles were patrolling the 
main streets of town. 

It was not yet known who 


was leading the coup. 

officer Ll Ouintes 


Rebel 

Almeida appeared on nation- 
al TV, asking civilians to stay 
at home and remain calm, 
and warning that looters 
could be shot. 


Mr. Almeida said he repre- 
sented “the new military gen- 
eration,” which is believe to, 
be unhappy with the minori 
role it has been relegated', 
since Sao Tome relinquished 
one-party rule in 1991. 


and defence minister were 
being detained, but said he 
did not know who was mas- 
terminding the overthrow. 

“This comes as a big sur- 
prise,” Mr. Vaceira said on 
Portuguese TSF Radio. “We 
have not been contacted." 


The streets of Sao Tome 
were deserted early Tuesday 
morning as people huddled at 
home waiting for news. 

Rui Vaceira, spokesman 
for the Portuguese embassy, 
confirmed that the president 


The coup comes less than 
one year after Trovoada cal- 
led democratic elections in 
order to break a parliamen- 
tary deadlock in the small, 
two-island nation some 285 
kilometres west of Gabon. 


Mr. Trovoada, a one-time 
prisoner and political exile of 
the former ruling Socialist 
Party, rose to the presidency 
in the country's first multi- 
party elections in 1991. 


India blames Pakistan for killing 
of Western hostage in Kashmir 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 


simha Rao Tuesday blamed 
Pakistan for the tilling of a 
Norwegian tourist in Kashmir 
and demanded that it stop 
exporting terrorism to India’s 
territory. 

In a 45-minute speech 
marking India’s 48th inde- 
pendence day, Mr. Rao 
offered to discuss peace with 
Pakistan, “provided it stops 
supplying arms and training 
to Kashmiri militants and 
raising the Kashmir issue at 
international fora.” 

Mr. Rao's nationally tele- 
vised speech from the ram- 
parts of the 18th century Red 
Fort left little no room for 
easing tensions with Pakis- 
tan, with which it has fought 
three wars since Britain en- 
ded its rule over the subconti- 
nent in 1947. 

As he prepared to speak in 
New Delhi, 10 people were 
injured by a bomb that ex- 
ploded in a hotel room in 
Jammu, the Hindu- 
dominated winter capital of 
Jammu-Kashmir. Eight were 
Hindu pilgrims. 

Police said the suspected 
bomber, who left the room 90 
minutes before the explosion, 
was not a Kashmiri Muslim, 
but they were working on the 
theory that he may have 
come from Pakistan to dis- 


said 

forms 


rupt India's independence 


celebrations. 


‘What happened in Kash- 
mir the other day is the result 
of Pakistan's interference,” 


said the prime minister, re- 
ferring to the slaying of the 
Norwegian hostage by Kash- 
miri separatists. 

The kidnappers have 
threatened to kill four other 
Western hostages they are 
still holding unless India frees 
15 jailed guerrillas. 

Pakistan denies India's 
charge of arming and training 
Kashmiri militants. On Mon- 
day, Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto condemned the kill- 
ing of the Norwegian and 
Pakistan condemns all ft 
of terrorism. 

In Islamabad, Foreign 
Minister Sardar Aseff Ali de- 
nied accusations that Pakis- 
tan masterminded the kid- 
napping of Westerner by 
Kashmiri separatists. 

“The government of Pakis- 
tan has time and again conde- 
mned kidnappings, taking of 
hostages ana other acts of 
terrorism, whatever the cir- 
cumstances,” Mr. Aseff Ali 
said in a prepared statement. 

He called last Saturday’s 
tilling of a Norwegian hos- 
tage “a heinous act of murder 
of an innocent tourist." 

Mr. Rao reiterated that 
"Kashmir is an integral part 
of India.” He said there 
would be no compromise on 
the status of Jammu-Kashmir 
state, which Pakistan also 
claims as its own. 

Indian-controlled Kashmir 
erupted into a full-scale re- 
bellion in 1989, in which 
more than 12,000 people 
have been killed. India con- 


trols two-thirds of Kashmir 
and Pakistan the remaining 
one-third. 

Mr. Rao described the in- 
surgency in Jammu-Kashmir, 
predominantly Hindu India's 
only Muslim-majority state, 
as “a conflict created by 
Pakistan.” 

Western experts have 
warned that a new war be- 
tween India and Pakistan 
could involve atomic 
weapons. 


Separatist group extends 
deadline 


The Muslim separatist 
group which threatened to 
till four Western hostages if 
15 jailed Muslim militants 
were not freed by Tuesday 
has extended the deadline by 
24 hours, official sources said 
here. 

A1 Faran, which killed the 
Norwegian hostage over the 
weekend and warned that the 
other four Westerners would 
die if its demand was not met, 
agreed to extend the deadline 
from Tuesday morning to 
Wednesday morning, the 
sources said. 

Hindus shift prayer site 


Rapid Action Force .troops 
were sealing off Mathura to 

E revent a recurrence of the 
•ecember 1992 razing of 
another mosque in Uttar 
Pradesh state which sparked 
Hindu-Muslim clashes which 
left 2,000 people dead. 

The Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad (VHP, World Hin- 
du Council) had threatened 
to hold a religious ceremony 
at a Hindu temple adjoining 
the Mathura mosque on Fri- 
day in defiance of a ban 
imposed by the state author- 
ities. 

But the VHP, which was at 


— --- - , " 111 V. 1 I was 

the forefront of the campaign 

m of the 


vdnch led to the razing or tne 
16 th century Babri mosque in 
a 16 I/ 1137 Fradesh town of 
Ayodhya, backed down on 
Monday and said it was not 

,0 r2J& f ° r . a confrontation. 

iiiri?? 3 ^ in Madura, some 
140 kdometra south of New 

Delhi, said they were taking 

a . t t ~ — _i , ®r, incase 

™J? indu , .fundamentalists 
staked a claim on the mos- 


Meanwhile, in Mathura, 
Indian paramilitary troops 
were turning tints northern 
holy town into a fortress on 
Tuesday despite assurances 
by Hindu extremists that they 
will not force a showdown 
over a 17th century mosque. 

Army commandos and 


The security forces have 
erected barricades around 
the site where the 
kropk . an ti mosque are lev 
side byla/and £ 
ployed heavily-armed com- 

Prevent P°“ihie 

wussaS 


jnd Uni-' 
verity in Lund, Sweden, and 
at the Karolinska Institute in 
Stockholm, researchers said 
they were studying the effects 
of milk on bacteria associated 
with lung cancer when they 
made the discover of its affect 
on the cancer itself. We 
were surprised to discover 

. .... LJlt^l th* (Inner 


that the milk killed the (lung 
'cancer) cells," the authors of 


the report said. In one ex- 
periment, MAL Wiled 98 per 
cent of human lung cancer 
cells, while leaving normal 1 
cells unscathed. The resear- 
chers said the milk component 
triggers apoptosis, a process 
where by cancerous cells till 
themselves. The ingredient 
also helped destroy test tube, 
cells of bladder, kidney and 
intestinal cancer. The tests 
included only laboratory cells 
grown for experiments. No 
living animals were used in 
the tests. 



Sri Lanka hospital seeks 
snake-bite victims 


COLOMBO (R) — A hospit- 
al in the ancient Sri Lankan 
capital of Anuradhapura is 
desperately seeking victims 
of the deadly russell's viper. 
Doctors at Annradhapura 
Hospital have come up with, 
their own anti-venom, which 
is proving a success with vic- 
tims of the russell's viper, one 
of the country's 83 species of 
snake. Until now they had 
been using a less-effective In- 
dian concotion designed to 
treat victims of the Indian 
russell's viper. But for the 
anti-venom to win govern- 
ment approval, the doctors 
need to treat at least 75 vio- 
tims-to complete a trial be- 
fore the end of October, said 
Dr. Ranee Ariaratnam. So 
far they have treated only 12, 
'albeit successfully. “We are 
'desperately in need of victims 
of tfie Sri Lankan nisseU’s 
viper,” she told Reuters. 
“The victims don't have to be 
Sri Lankan. Anyone is wel- 
come.” 


Heat fells li.S. 
woman who broke 
all-male Citadel 


CHARLESTON, South 
Carolina (R) — Shannon 
Faulkner, who fonght a bitter 
legal battle to become the 
first woman admitted to an 
elite all-male U.S. military, 
school, missed the official 
swearing-in ceremonies Mon- 
day after succumbing to ex- 
treme heat. While tempera- 
tures^ exceeding 100 degrees 
(38 degrees Celsius) forced 
Ms. Faulkner into the infirm- 
ary during the ceremony, she 
is still a cadet at the school 
known as the Citadel. “It’s a 
formality. They can do it 
later. Citadel spokesman 
terry Leedom said of the 
ceremony. Ms. Faulkner’s 
lengthy hattie to join the 
utadel has been closely fol- 

U.S. media, 
taken up by talk shows and 
discussed as an issue of discri- 
minahon -versus tradition. 

,■ Faulkner was not the 
onty cadet to miss the oath at 

Mo i y ^ Id “Hege on 
Monday. Officials later said 
three male candidates «lsn 
were not present. 


Archbishop resigns over 
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A plainclothes Chinese policeman (right) 
rips an anti-nuclear protest banner from the 
hands of Greenpeace activists Tuesday in 
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square. The banner was 


unfurled for about 1^ seconds before police 
detained the activists and also some 
journalists witnessing the protest {AFP 
photo) 


Pro-Beijing camp poised 
for gains in Hong Kong polls 


HONG KONG (AFP} — 
Pro-Beijing forces urc poised 
to make solid gains in next 
month’s Hong Kong legisla- 
tive elections', after fielding 
a record number of candi- 
dates for the last polls to be 
held under British rule, 
analysis say. 

Nominations for the 
Sept. 17 elections have 
closed and nearly half the 
13J> hopefuls either belong 
to Hong Kong's leading 
pro-Beijing party and trade 
union o~r to China- 
appointed bodies. 

They are running despite 
Beijing's vow io dissolve 
the Legislative Council 
when it takes back Hong 
Kong on July 1. 1997 after 
Governor Chris Patten 
pushed through a package 
of political reforms without 
its blessing. u 

Pro-Beijing candidate^ ... 
fared poorly in past elec- - 
tions as voters threw their 
support behind democrats 
who were willing to stand 
up to China in the after- 
math of the Tiananmen 
massacre six years ago. 

But as worries about 
Hong Kong's economy 
overtake memories of 
Tiananmen, analysis say 
pro-Beijing forces could 
well emerge from next 
month's elections with a 
solid presence, if not a 
majority of the 60 seats at 


slake. 

"My rough estimate is 
thar the pro-China camp is 
going to win a lit He was 
than one third of the seats 
— 17 or 18.” said political 
scientist Joseph Cheng of 
City Polytechnic University 
of Hong Kong. 

"You have to give them 
credit for their financial re- 
sources and manpower re- 
sources." he added. "They 
have also done a very good 
job in organising ‘grass- 
roots networks." 

Part of those resources, 
he said, is the Federation of 
Trade Unions, which has 
long been the biggest pro- 
China mass organisation in 
Hong Kong with more than 
200.000 members — far 
more than any other labour 
grouping. 

. While Hong Kong's eco- 
nomy is growing at 5.5 per 
cent this year, a downturn 
in consumer spending and 
rise in unemployment has 
working class households 
worried about their future, 
according to recent public 
opinion polls. 

"If you have economic 
difficulties and more work- 
ers being made redundant, 
then trade unions will have 
to be mobilised to help 
these people — and the 
left-wing trade unions are 
typically better positioned 
to do so." Mr. Cheng said. 

Seven federation mem- 


bers are among the Legisla- 
tive Council candidates, as 
well as 14 hopefuls from the 
biggest pro-Beijing political 
party in the territory, the 
Democratic Alliance for the 
Betterment ’of Hong Kong. 

Candidates from China- 
appointed bodies include 27 
advisers to Beijing on Hong 
Kong affairs. 19 district 
advisers, and 10 members 
of the Preliminary Working 
Committee, charged with 
preparing for the 1997 
handover. 

Ironically, it is the Pre- 
liminary Working Commit- 
tee — whose chairman is 
China's Foreign Minister 
Qian Qichen — that is re- 
sponsible for deriding how 
the post-1997 legislature is 
going to be elected. 

In the pro-democracy, 
camp, the Democratic. Par-' 
ty. which swept the last 
elections in 1991, is fielding 
25 candidates, with another 
five coming from the like- 
minded Confederation of 
Trade Unions. 

Several independents 
with strong pro-democracy 
views are also running. 

They include Christine 
Loh, a Patten appointee to 
* the outgoing legislature, 
and Emily Lau, who has 
emerged in recent opinion 
polls as Hong Kong s most 
popular political personal- 
ity. 


Red Cross: 
China 
floods clain 

1.500 lives 

BELTING (AFP) — At least 

1 .500 people have been killed 
in floods in China since May, 
the Red Cross said T uesday, 
launching an appeal for inter- 
national aid for the estimated 
two million people worst hit 
by the devastation. 

Up to 144 million Chinese 
have been affected by the 
floods in eight provinces, the 
international organisation 
(ICRC) and the Chinese Red 
Cross told a joint press con- 
ference. They said these fi- 
gures were only provisional. 

A total of 1.9 million 
houses have been destroyed 
and another seven million 
damaged. Altogether 7.48 
million hectares of land 
under cultivation have been 
ravaged by the floods. 

Economic losses are esti- 
mated at about 118 billion 

S tan (S14.2 billion), said the 
ed Cross, adding that about 
$9 million were needed in 
immediate aid for the worst- 
hit flood victims. 

The southern provinces of 
Hunan and Guizhou have 
suffered most, with 404 and 
286 deaths respectively. 

Floods in Liaoning pro- 
vince, northeast China, the 
worst this century, caused 
100 deaths, the Red Cross 
said. 


Greenpeace leaders 
in China nuclear nr 



BEIJING (Agencies) — 
Police detained six Western 
activists of the environmental 
group Greenpeace on Tues- 
day after they unfurled pro- 
test banners in Beijing's 
Tiananmen Square deman- 
ding that China end its nuc- 
lear tests. 

The protest, unpre- 
cedented for Greenpeace, 
was timed to coincide with 
Beijing's rumoured plans to 
hold a nuclear test in the next 
seven days and its announce- 
ment of missile tests off the 
east coast near Taiwan, a 
group spokesman said. 

“Stop all nuclear testing 
Greenpeace" read black 
words in English painted on a 
yellow banner, which the 
activists held up under the 
portrait of revolutionary 
leader Mao Tsetung that 
adorns Tiananmen gate over- 
looking the huge central pla- 
za. 

“Ban nuclear tests in Chi- 
na.” the banner said in 
Chinese. 

Within seconds, a Chinese 
policeman in plainclothes 
dashed forward and ripped 
the eight-metre banner from 
the hands of five Greenpeace 
activists. 

The anti-nudear environ- 


mentalists then pulled out 
five smaller banners, which 
police also snatched away. 

’‘This is our first action in 
China,” Greenpeace France 
Director Penelope Komites 
said before the protest. “We 
had never done something in 
China so we felt it was time 
we took action." 

A traditional magnet for 
dissent, Tiananmen Square 
has seen few protests since 
June, 1989, when the army 
crushed student-led pro- 
democracy demonstrations. 
Wary of challenges to its rule, 
the communist government 
brooks no public dissent. 

• Fifty Chinese people 
gathered to watch the inci- 
dent, obsrrucring a wide side- 
walk and cycle path, until 
police shooed them away, 

■‘Arrest them, arrest 
them," two of the thousands 
of Chinese tourists in the 
square said as police moved 
in. 

Dozens of plainclothes 
police fwiftly seized six 
Greenpeace activists along 
with foreign reporters and 

took them to a police station. 
The eight reporters were 
freed after being told they 
had violated the law by film- 
ing in the square without 


permission and after signing 
"self-criticisms." 

The detained activists in- 
cluded Greenpeace Execu- 
tive Director Thilo Bode and 
the national directors from 
the four other nuclear states, 
who entered China on tourist 
visas. 

No Chinese look pan. 

“China is preparing an im- 
minent nuclear weapons test 
and we are calling on the 
Chinese government to join 
with the other countries 
around the planet in taking 
every effort to stop nuclear 
testing," Greenpeace spokes- 
man Damon Moglen said. 

A foreign ministry official 
declined to comment on the 
protest or on the Greenpeace 
demand. 

An atomic power since the 
mid-1960s. China conducted 
its most recent nuclear test in 
May. 

Beijing has pledged to stop 
nuclear testing once a global 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty luinea uno torce and 
says it backs moves to put the 
pact into effect in 1996. 

Only France and China 
now have testing program- 
mes, while the United Slates. 
Britain and Russia have 
halted theirs. 


“We feel that this is a very 
important historical mo- 
ment," Mr. Moglen said in 
Beijing. “There is genuinely 
an international consensus to 
ban resting and China and 
France both threaten to des- 
troy this consensus with im- 
minent nuclear tests.” 

Western diplomats say 
they expect China to conduct 
two more tests this year and 
three in 1996 on grounds that 
its test programme lags rhose 
of the other nuclear powers. 

France caused a global out- 
cry by announcing an end to 
its suspension of nuclear tests 
and planning eight tests be- 
tween September and next 
May in the South Pacific 
Atoll of Mururoa. 

In Bonn, the German gov- 
ernment demanded that Chi- 
na immediately release three 
Germans arrested a: anti- 
nuclear demonstration in 
Beijing. 

The German embassy in 
Beijing was seeking to leam 
their whereabouts and the 
Chinese embassy in Bonn 
had also been contacted, a 
foreign ministry statement 
said. 

“We are going to demand 
their immediate release at 
every level,” a spokesman 
added. 


Taiwan to lobby foreign countries 
to condemn China over nuke tests 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan will 
lobby countries in Northeast 
Asia’ to condemn 'China's, 
latest missile tests in the East 
China Sea. Foreign Minister 
Fredrick Chien said Tuesday, 
the day China set to start a 
new scries of exercises. 

"We will send related in- 
formation to our offices in- 
those countries for them to 
well communicate with the 
governments and the people 
there so they can voice out 
together to condemn such 
tests," Mr. Chien told jour- 
nalists. 

China's new series of mis- 
sile and artillery tests sche- 
duled to begin just north of 
the island are the secon.d 
series of missile tests in less 
than one month just north of 
Taiwan. 

'•There should be a 
peacekeeping fund in this re- 
gion. In case any unfortunate 
thing happens in the Asia- 
Pacific region, the United 
Nations can use the fund for 
troops." Mr.Chien said. 


The Taiwan provincial 
Fisheries Association decided 
to go to the international Court 
of Justice in the Hague 
to ask for compensation from 
China, an official at the asso- 
ciation told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

"If anything abnormal hap- 
pens, please contact the radio 
station on the shore as soon 
as possible and we will offer 
assistance." Hu Hsing-Hua. 
head of the provincial gov- 
ernment’s Fishery Bureau, 
said in a broadcast to Taiwan 
fishing boats in the East Chi- 
na Sea. 

Hundreds of fishing boats 
docked during what they said 
was the traditional peak 
fishing season, with some 
rushing back to the port with 
only half their norma! catch. 

"For my life and my fami- 
ly. I have to come* back. 
What can I do?” Chen 
Cheng-Hiv. a fishing-boat 
captain in the northeastern 
Suao post, said on television. 

Government officials tried 


to calm people's fears. Prime 
Minister Lien Chan said Beij- 
ing needed Taiwan's huge in- 
vestments and Vincent Siew. 
chairman of the cabinet's 
Mainland Affairs Council, 
said people should have con- 
fidence in the government 
ability to defend them. 

"As for communist China's 
irrational actions, we are all 
very familiar with. But we 
can see that it does not 
change policy toward 
Taiwanese businessmen 
there, and that shows it 
values and needs Taiwanese 
businessmen," government 
spokesman Jason Hu quoted 
Mr. Lien as saying ar the 
economics ministry. 

Some 25.000 Taiwan firms, 
capitalised at between $10 
billion and $20 billion, 
already operate in China. 

On the eve of the tests on 
Monday, Mr. Lien said 
Taiwan should show utmost 
confidence and determina- 
tion to ensure its safetv and 


the island had already pre- 
pared perfect countermea- 
sures. 

Bilateral relations soured 
markedly after President Lee 
Teng-Hui's private visit to 
the United States in June, 
seen by Beijing as a move 
towards independence by 
Taiwan, which Beijing hi 
regarded as a rebel province 
since the end of a Chinese 
civil war in 1949. 

China’s last series of mis- 
sile tests from July 21 to 26 in 
the sea north of Taiwan had 
triggered widespread fear.- 
The announcement last 
Thursday of a second series 
sent financial markets into 
tailspins and Taiwan’s dollar 
tumbling. 

There was no word on 
whether the second series of 
Chinese tests had started. 
“We have no fresh informa- 
tion. Everything is normal so 
far," said an official at the 
defence ministry spokes- 
man's office. 


Chechens agree to begin disarming Wednesday 


MOSCOW (AP) — Chechen 
rebels reportedly agreed to 
begin laying down their 
weapons on Wednesday, just 
hours after Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin threatened “ex- 
traordinary" measures unless 
they disarmed. 

The commander of the 
Russian military in 
Chechenya, Lieutenant- 
General Anatoly Romanov, 
told the ITAR-TASS news 
agency Tuesday the rebels 
would begin surrendering 
their weapons somewhere in 
Chechenya on Wednesday. 

Mr. Romanov refused to 
say where the event would 
take place, and he offered no 
further details, the news 
agency said. 

However, when asked if 
the Chechen agreement to 
lay down their weapons 


meant the rejection of the use 
of force as a means for dis- 
arming the rebels, Mr. 
Romanov replied yes, ITAR- 
TASS reported. 

Earlier Mr. Yehsin told 
reporters that he was pre- 
pared to resume military ac- 
tion unless the rebels 
answered his 6 p.m. (1400 
GMT) ultimatum ro disarm 
immediately. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s harsh com- 
ments had threatened the fra- 
jjile efforts to bring peace to 
Chechenya. A ceasefire has 
been regularly violated by 
both sides, but fighting has 
subsided considerably in re- 
cent months. 

There was no direct word 
from Chechen President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, who has 
been in hiding for several 
months in the mountains of 


southern Chechenya. 

But Mr. Romanov mer on 
Tuesday in the Chechen 
capital, Grozny, with Mr. 
Dudayev’s top military com- 
mander, Aslan Mask h ado v. 
He made his comments to 
ITAR-TASS following their 
session. 

As he entered the meeting, 
Mr. Maskhadov expressed 
frustration to reportes. but 
offered no direct reaction to 
the latest demands. 

"How can one conduct 
talks with the side which adv- 
ances one ultimatum after 
another?” Mr. Maskhadov 
said. 

Peace talks in Grozny be- 
tween the Russians and the 
rebels to work out a political 
settlement to the war were 
suspended Tuesday Jfor.two 
days following a Chechen 


Attackers kill 30 in Burundi 


BUJUMBURA (AFP) — 
Assailants armed with a gre- 
nade and machetes killed 30 
people in the central Burun- 
dian province of Kanizi. state 
radio reported Tuesday, rais- 
ing fears of renewed ethnic 
bloodletting in the east Afri- 
can country. 

The stare radio station re- 
ported that the killings took 
place Monday but did not 
specifv the ethnicity of 
attackers or victims. 

Two other people were kil- 
led ai Bugeityuzi in the same 
province by unidentified 
attackers on Sunday, the 
radio said. 

The attacks are the latest in 
a series of massacres in 
Burundi, where fears are 
mounting of full-stale civil 
war on the scale of that ui 
neighbouring Rwanda last 

^?Qti Friday, and Saturday, 


three people were killed and 
.several injured in clashes in 
Bujumbura between rival 
Hutu extremist groups, 
police Said. 

The fighting was in the 
mainly Hutu Kamenge quar- 
ter of the Burundi capital. 

Few Hums remain in Bu- 
jumbura following "ethnic 
cleansing” of its Hutu sub- 
urbs which started in March. 

Those that do live in the 
northern suburbs of 
Kamenge and Kinatna, but 
frequently take to the hills as 
Tutsi soldiers and militiamen 
battle with Hutu militias. 

In the capital, killings by 
one ethnic group are usually 
followed by reprisal killings 
by rhe other, with many of 
the victims innocent civilians 
who die solely on account of 
their ethnicity. 

Burundian police reported 
earlier this month that Hutu 


request for time to consult 
.with Mr. Dudayev. Interfax 
said. 

Looking firm and fit. Mr. 
Yeltsin spoke to journalists in 
the Kremlin following a 
meeting with top Russian sci- 
entist on ways ro convert 
Russia's defence industry to 
civilian uses. 

“If there is no answer to 
. the Russian government stat- 
mem or if there is an answer 
that doesn't satisfy us, we will 
take special, extraordinary 
energetic measures, including 
military (action)," Mr. Yelt- 
sin said. 

'The gangs in Chechenya 
are beginning to revive and 
get more active, and we must 
noi allow them to once again 
creep down into the lowlands 
of the republic and Grozny 
and once again resume their 


bandit operations." 

Under a military agree- 
ment signed on July 30. the 
Chechen rebels agreed to be- 
gin laying down their 
weapons while Russia agreed 
to begin withdrawing its sol- 
diers ■ from the breakaway 
southern republic. 

So far, except for one pris- 
oner exchange, neither side 
has been willing to carry out 
the terms of the accord. 

Russia’s failure to halt hos- 
tilities in Chechenya has 
hampered Mr. Yeltsin's 
efforts to appear firmly in 
charge of the country 

Mr. Yeltsin’s statements 
appeared to be an attempt to 
talk tough to a Russian 
population tired of the war, 
buiii was unclear how the 
Kremlin planned to enforce 
the ultimatum if the 
Chechens refused to comply. 


Group claims responsibility 
for Colombia massacre 


militiamen had slaughtered 
58 Tutsis — 25 of them chil- 
dren and 18 of them women 
— in a refugee camp in the 
northwestern Cibitoke pro- 
vince Aug. 6. 

Killings are reported vir- 
tually every day, despite a 
period of relative calm which 
followed a visit by U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali in mid-July, when he 
appealed for reconciliation. 

Ethnic killings had been 
estimated to be running at 20 
to 40 a w^ek before that. 
Virtually none of the killers 
are ever arrested or 
punished. 

In Rwanda, extremist 
Hunts killed more than half a 
million Tutsis, moderate 
Hutus and their families be- 
fore the victory of a Tutsi 
rebel army after a three- 
month civil war which ended 
in July last year. 


BOGOTA. Colombia (AP) 
— A parmilitary group 
claimed responsibility Mon- 
day for a weekend massacre 
of 18 people in a dance hall in 
a stnfe-tom area of north- 
west Colombia. 

The attack occurred Satur- 
day night in Chigorodo, a 
town in the banana-growing 
region of Uraba, which has 
been plagued by political vio- 
lence for years. Gunmen 
opened fire in the dance hall 
and shot people as they tried 
to run out the door. 

In a statement faxed to 
Radio Caracol, a group call-' 
ing itself "Commandos for a 
Popular Alternative” said it 
carried out the attack in re- 
prisal for the murders earlier 
Saturday of six people, in- 
cluding two soldiers. 

Authorities believe leftist 
guerrillas were responsible 
for the earlier killings in the 
nearby town of Apartado. 


With state authority weak 
in the region, ranchers have 
financed paramilitary groups 
to protect themselves from 
extortion and kidnapping by 
leftist rebels. The paramilit- 
ary group claiming responsi- 
bility for Saturday’s massacre 
has not previously been 
heard from. 

In Us statement, the group 
said it included former rebels 
and ex-members of other pa- 
ramilitary groups and was a 
response to the growing guer- 
rilla presence in Uraba. 

Most of the victims were 
apparently civilians, but the 
dance hall is in a neighbour- 
hood where guerrilla suppor- 
ters have operated. 

The massacre was the work 
of “a group of private jus- 
tice,” said Col. Carlos Alfon- 
so Velasquez, commander of 
the army's J7th brigade, 
which is investigating the 
murders. He did not provide 
details. 
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PEACEKEEPERS TO ANGOLA: A Zimbabwean soldier waits to board a 
plane in Harare to the Angolan capital Luanda, The battalion will be 
used to strengthen United Nations positions in the war-torn country 
(AFP photo) 
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Mission possible is on 


THE SECOND visit of Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti-to Riyadh in less than 
a month assumes greater significance coming 
as it does in the wake of the recent develop- 
ments in the region, particularly the defec- 
tion of a key member of the Iraqi regime to 
Jordan several days ago. Before departing 
Amman, last night, the foreign minister 
sounded upbeat about restoring Jordanian- 
Saudi ties to previous levels of understanding 
and cooperation. Obstacles to improving ties 
with Riyadh have been removed, Mr. Ka bar- 
id said, and we expect to renew fraternal 
relations at all levels and in all fields. The 
crowning achievement being of course a 
Jordanian -Saudi meeting at the head-of-state 
level as early as possible. 

We agree with the foreign minister that the 
stage is set for a summit between Their 
Majesties King Hussein and King Fahd. 
There should be no preconditions set before 
such a meeting takes place, however, since 
the two leaders can themselves talk about 
and dear all misunderstanding that hap- 
pened due to the Gulf crisis and war in 1990 
and 1991. The situation in Iraq in particular 
needs not be an impediment to improved 
Saudi- Jordanian and Arab-Arab relations- 
generally, since all Arabs have a vested 
interest in regional stability and in alleviating J 
the hardships and suffering of the Iraqi 
people and in rehabilitating Iraq, as a 
peaceful and responsible state, into the Arab 
World and the community of nations. 

The interests of Iraq as a sovereign, united . 
state and its people should transcend all 
other considerations, and the return to nor- 
mality in Jordanian relations with Saudi 
Arabia and the other Arab Golf countries 
can only help in meeting that objective. We 
believe that improving ties among Arabs 
need not be done at the expense of other 
Arabs, no matter how difficult or complex 
the situation is. 

Amman and Riyadh can, together, play an 
extremely positive and creative role not only 
in ending the plight of Iraqis bnt also in 
restoring Arab coordination, achieving com- 
prehensive Arab-Israeli peace and renewing 
the mission of Arabism and Islam in the 
service of hunfenity and humanitarian 
ideals. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTING ON the latest round of the Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations on expanding self-rule in Pales- 
tine, a writer in Al Ra’i said that the Jewish settlers mutiny 
and acts of violence have had their negative impact on 
these negotiations, which resulted in mere publication of a 
joint statement that meant nothing. Mahmoud Rimawi said 
one major success for the settlers was a mroe adamant 
Israeli government stand vis-a-vis the Jewish families living 
in Hebron. The writer said that the settlers have shown 
determination to keep the 400 Jewish residents inside the 
city and close to it in Klryat Arba settlement, something 
which led the Israeli government to exdude the dty of 
Hebron from the new redeployment arrangements, which 
' means that the Israeli army will remain in the Arab dty. 
The writer said the settlers have proved that they are the 
real driving force behind the Rabin government, which is 
apprehensive of taking any move against them because this 
could negatively affect the Labour Party’s drive to win next 
year’s parliamentary elections. What is clear to the Arabs 
now is that the Rabin government’s claim that it would not 
pull out its forces from Hebron for. security reasons is 
actually meant to ensure continued security for the 400 
settlers inside the city of Hebron. 

A WRITER in Al Dustour reflected on the defection of 
Hussein Kamel Hassan and bis companions from Iraq and 
said that some people believe that Iraqi regime could be 
shaken as a result of the defection. Mohammad Subeihi 
said that the Western intelligence services realise more 
than any one else that the regime in Iraq is strong and has 
solid foundation that could not be affected by the defection 
of a number of army officers or ministers for that matter. 
Many among the Iraqis in key positions and in the state’s 
institutions in Iraq realise that their survival is closely 
connected with that of the regime itself mid that any change 
in the regime would be detrimental to their own existence, 
said the writer, who added that these men are backed by 
their own clans, which have been supporting the regime all 
along even after the crushing defeat in the second Gulf war. 
The writer said the regime will survive this defection but 
the president’s aides are certain to start giving the president 
advice about the need for reforms in order to improve 
Iraq's human rights image abroad. The writer said Jordan 
was determined to refrain from meddling in Iraq’s internal 
affairs at a time when it is prepared to offer the Iraqi people 
humanitarian assistance and safe haven as it has done all 
along. 



Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Clinton pursues search for common ground 


IN A TWO-WEEK period 
in mid-July, President Bill 
Clinton delivered three ma- 
jor policy addresses to the 
nation. The three central 
themes of a need for all 
Americans to seek common 
ground on the issues con- 
fronting the nation, and the 
need to be tolerant, civil 
and respectful of diversity 
in our political debates. 

The first of the three 
addresses was, in fact, more 
of a conversation with the 
American people than a 
formal speech. Delivered at 
Georgetown University, 
the president alma mater. 
Mr. Clinton discussed vir- 
tually every major issue 
confronting America today. 
While clearly affirming his 
views and his principles, the 
president also included the 
views of- his opponents on 
these issues. His goal' was 
to find “common ground" 
that would be less partisan 
and less extreme — on 
which people could come 
together. 

Decrying the divisive na- 
ture of contemporary poli- 
tical discourse in America, 
the president noted that, 
“politics has become more 
and more fractured... as we 
divide into more and more 
sharply defined and orga- 
nised groups around more- ■ 
and more stratified issues, 
as we communicate more 
and more with people in 
extreme rhetoric... it is dif- 
ficult to draw the conclu- 
sion that our political sys- 
tem is producing the sort of 
discussion that will give us 
the kind of results we 
need.” 

The solution 10 this 
general situation. Mr. Clin- 
ton noted, is to debate but 
to do so within the realm of 
civility and mutual respect: 
"More conversation, less 
combat." 

The cures the president 
offered for the nation’s ills 
were neither those prop- 
osed by the conservatives 
who emphasise "personal 
responsibility" or the liber- 
als who propose activist 
government remedies. The 
answer for Mr. Clinton was 
a new course that accepts 
the analysis of both sides. 
"The best example of ail to 
me that our problems are 


both personal and cultural, 
and economic, political and 
social, is the whole condi- 
tion of the middle class, 
economically." The middle 
class has not seen, when 
adjusted for inflation, an 
increase in income in more 
than a generation. 

Republicans, the presi- 
dent noted, propose the ap- 
plication of "family values” 
as the solution to the crisis 
of the middle class, but be 
noted that the middle class 
has and exhibits family 
values. But with "most 
families working harder and 
earning less, they have less 
time and less money to 
spare for their children... 
and that’s not good for family 
values." In this context, 
talking about family values 
by itself isn’t enough. The 
government must help by 
enacting economic and so- 
cial policies that ease the 
middle class' burdens and 
improve their lives so that 
those ; yalues ' can be prac- 
ticed. ‘ ‘ • 

In his second major 
addiess in the series, the 
president applied his com- 
mon ground theme to the 
issue of prayer in public 
schools — one issue thre- 
atening to divide the Con- 
gress and the public this 
legislative year. Affirming 
his belief that the constitu- 
tion allows students “broad 
freedom of religious ex- 
pression” in public schools, 
the president sought a mod- 
erate response to two un- 
compromising extremes. 
While the Christian right 
wants to insist on prayer in 
the schools, extreme secu- 
larists oppose all religious 
expression in public places. 

Mr. Cl in ton's response 
was to propose “voluntary 
prayer," noting that the 
Constitution “does not con- 
vert our schools into 
religious-free zones." 

What was remarkable 
was that this suggestion was 
well-received by both ex- 
tremes and, while it has not 
resolved all of the complex 
issues involved in the de- 
bate, the president firmly 
established himself in 'the’ 
middle of the two camps as 
a seeker of common 
ground. 

The third speech in the 


series was the most diffi- 
cult. in that it addressed 
one of the most divisive 
issues facing American vo- 
ters this year — affirmative 
action. “Affirmative ac- 
tion” refers to certain 
federal programmes that in 
an effort to correct past 
instances of racial and other 
forms of discrimination, re- 
quires strong consideration 
of minorities for jobs, 
admission into schools and 
the like, in some cases even 
establishing guidelines for 
what portion of positions 
should be filled by minor- 
ities. 

Ever since Republicans 
first attacked affirmative 
action programmes earlier 
this year and the president 
announced his own admi- 
nistration’s review of all 
such federal programmes, 
the press and the public 
awaited the address in 
which Mr. Clinton would 
announce the findings of his 

review. . ■ 

At- one point, the issue 
was perceived as a nce&in 
situation for Mr. Clinton. If 
he opted to reaffirm 
affirmative action, the con- 
ventional wisdom was that 
Mr. Clinton would lose 
white votes; while if he 
opted to stop such program- 
mes he would certainly lose 
substantial support from 
African American and 
women voters. 

Some Democrats argued 
coldly that African Amer- 
icans would not leave their 
party, since they had no- 
where else to turn. These 
Democrats therefore urged 
the president to end 
affirmative action to win 
back southern white male 
voters. The Reverend Jesse . 
Jackson made it clear that if 
the president took that 
position, he would chal- 
lenge him for the presiden- 
cy as an independent candi- 
date in 1996. If that chal- 
lenge were realised, it could 
drain enough African 
American votes from Mr. 
Clinton to ensure his defeat 
to whichever Republican 
runs next year. 

In the weeks prior to this 
speech, the White . House 
brought many of us into 
discussions and conference 
calls to get out views on 


how the issue should bd 
• addressed and what con- 
cerns the president should 
address. 

The result was a remark- 
’ able and moving speech de- 
livered at the National Arc- 
hives (the building that 
houses the U.S. Declara- 
tion of Independence and 
the Constitution).. The 
speech was personal for Mr. 
Qtnton, as well as being 
political and even historic. 
It. like the others in this 
series, laid out for discus- 
sion divergent concerns and 
views in a search for com- 
mon ground. 

In a personal reflection, 
the president noted bow in 
his childhood in the south, 
the school and social life 
were completely segre- 
gated. 

“...The black neighbour- 
hood across the street was 
the only one in town where 
the streets weren’t paved. 
..lAs a child. I never Went 
to’a^ovie where I could sit 
next to a black American. 
...There were still a few 
court houses in my state 
where the rest rooms were 
marked ‘white’ and ‘col- 
oured’. ’’ 

The Civil Rights Bill of 
1964 and affirmative action 
changed all of that. 
“Affirmative action has 
been good for America.” 
Mr. Clinton said. And, the 
president added, “the job 
of ending discrimination in 
this country is not over." So 
while Mr. Clinton acknow- 
ledged that some reforms 
would be necessaiy to im- 
prove affirmative action, he 
stated that his goal was to 
“mend it, don’t end it.” 

The response from the 
African American com- 
munity and women was en- 
thusiastic praise. From Re- 
publican it was, in the 
words of one television 
commontato . "mutod hos- 
tility.” That much was ex- 
pected. But what is also 
clear is that the president 
has effectively ended the 
debate within his own party 
and laid down some new 
ground rules for how politi- 
cally divisive and emotional 
public issues ought to be 
discussed. 

. By taking a new path 
towards civil discourse th^ 


president is challenging his 
rivals to join him in a diffe- 
rent form of discussion. It is 
his belief that the public is 
tired of angry rhetoric and 
has turned out this type of 
political feuding. 

As he noted in his 
Georgetown speech, "our 
citizens, even though their 
confidence in the future has 
been clouded, and their 
doubts about their leaders 
and their institutions are 
profound want something 
better.” 

This is Mr. Clinton at his 
best — the president who 
wants to debate, but in the 
end reconcile divergent 
points of view. It is remins- 
cent of a question he 
answered during the 1992 
campaign. When asked 
what his greatest weakness 
was, then-candidate Clin- 
ton replied that it was his 
tendency, going back to his 
childhood years in his fami- 
ly, to be the peace-maker, 
to want first -of all to have 
everyone get along. But 
like any successful person in 
public life, he has found a 
way to turn that weakness 
into a strength. 

This is the president who 
was moved by the Oklaho- 
ma City bombing tragedy to 
speak with deep intensity 
about the “anger in Amer- 
ica" that fed such violence. 
Pointing to radical right- 
wing talk show hosts who 
spread anger at the govern- 
ment and hatred for minor- 
ity groups over the air- 
waves, the president called 
for an end to “reckless 
speech and behaviour” that 
is "threatening the social 
peace” of America and 
“demoralising people’’ 
everywhere. 

Since the Oklahoma City 
bombing, the president has 
made a determined effort to 
end the escalating mean- 
spiritedness that has char- 
acterised the nation’s poli- 
tical debate. His July 
speeches were the high 
point of that effort. 

The initial response of his 
opponents has not been 
promising — but his search 
for tolerance in the contest 
for public approval may yet 
move others to accept this 
new course. 


Sri Lanka faces war as rebels 
reject new peace plan 


By Rohan (Tunasekera 
Reuter 

COLOMBO — Sri Lanka 
faces all-out war against 
Tamil Tiger guerrillas follow- 
ing their rejection of a gov- 
ernment plan offering exten- 
sive autonomy to minority 
Tamils, political analysts 
have said. 

"Now the Tigers have re- 
jected it there’s no option but 
to go on with the war,” for- 
mer air force chief air vice 
marshal Harry Goonetieke 
told Reuters. 

Liberati on Ti gers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) ‘rebels re- 
jected last week Colombo’s 
devolution plan aimed at en- 
ding the 12ryear ethnic war in 
which the government says 
more than 50,000 people 
have died. , 

"This peace package does 
not pave the way for a perma- 
nent political solution but 
does pave the way for a long- 
term war,” rebel spokesman 
Anton Balasingham told re- 
porters in the rebel-held 


northern Jaffna peninsula on 
Friday. 

Balasingham said the plan 
was a “mask” put forward to 
justify a military solution. 

Mr. Goonetileke said milit- 
ary offensives against the 
guerrillas in’ their Jaffna 
stronghold should be laun- 
ched by October before the 
onset of the Monsoon. 

Bad weather could disrupt 
the supply lines of the armed 
forces which depend on air 
and sea routes to maintain 
tens of thousands of troops in 
Jaffna, he said. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Anumddha Ratwatte told 
parliament recently the gov- 
ernment needed two months 
to complete planned military 
operations against the Tigers, 
fighting for an independent 
homeland for Tamils iin the 
north and east. 

The government has said it 
would not send the peace 
plan to the rebels because 
they had rejected previous 
offers to discuss it and broke 
a three-months ceasefire on 


April 19 after four rounds of 
peace talks. 

The Tigers have since step- 
ped up attacks against the 
military and civilian targets. 

"It would be unreal istic for 
us to assume the LTTE is 


“It might not even bring 
about the military result 
we’re expecting,” Mr. 
Abhayavardhana told Reu- 
ters. "So it is necessary for us 
to look for peaceful methods 
of sidestepping the attitude 


“This peace package does not pave the way 
for a permanent political solution but does 
pave the way for a long-term war, "'rebel 
spokesman Anton Balasingham told repor- 
ters in the rebel-held northern Jaffna penin- 
sula on Friday. 


going to negotiate a solution 
to the ethnic problem which 
would compel them to submit 
to the processes of par- 
liamentary democracy,” said 
political commentator Hector 
Abhayavardhana. 

“T hat’s not the outlook of 
the LTTE." 

But he saids the LTTE’s 
intransigence did not mean a 
massive military campaign to 
subdue the Tigers would 
necessarily work. 


that the LTTE adopts to- 
wards us.” 

The government launched 
a major offensive Jast month * 
to regain control of Jaffna, 
run as a vi rtual mini-state by 
the LTTE, but troops have . 
since withdrawn from most of 
the 78 sq km captured from 
the rebels. . 

Mr. Abhayavardhana said 
it was unlikely the Tigers 
would , resume peace talks, 
despite calls by Western gov- 


ernments for both sides to do 
so. 

Analysts said the govern- 
ment had managed to turn 
international opinion in its 
favour and demonstrated its 
sincerity with its peace plan. 
Foreign Minister Lakshman 
Kadirgamar has said Sri 
Lanka now found it easier to 
buy arms. 

Mr. Abhayavardhana said 

he agreed with the govern- 
ment’s contention it had to go 
ahead with the war to subdue 
the Tigers as they had re- 
jected the peace plan. 

But outside mediation 
might be necessaiy to arrange 
a ceasefire, ensure civilians 
were not hurt and to try to 
restore w ar-rav aged areas. 

"The LTTE is certainly 
risking alienating its support 
base,” Mr. Abhayavardhana 
said. “Already people who 
publicly support the LTTE 
abroad would “be greatly 
embarrassed (by the rebels’ 
rejection o f the peace plan). 
But the LTTE will not be 
bothered by it.’’ 
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blues 

WITH THE VMdk East 
□nd North Africa Eco-. 
nomic sumnui atamst 

upon us, yours mily hM 

decided w make * h T: 
We contribution to this 
august • international 
event, by preparing a 
<mide for visiting busi- 
nessmen to pilot them 
through some of Jordan s 
bureaucratic procedures. 
Without this service, they; 
jrvay all come and go 
having done nothing but 
waste our civil servants’ 
valuable and otherwise 
fruitfully employed, time. 
The first lesson is on how 
to establish a business: 1 

Day the first Arm 
yourself with your pass- 
port. a pen and a supply 
of industrial strength 
t ranq uillisers, and head 
for the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade, where you 
sign the registration 
papers in the presence of 
the employee responsible 
(should he choose to be 
present at his desk). After 
adorning your file with 
umpteen signatures and 
stamps, you are asked to 
go to a lawyer, any 
lawyer, to have *your 
papers stamped by him 
and to pay half a dinar to 
the Bar Association. The 
trick here is to find a 
cleaner who can direct 
you to the nearest 
lawyer’s office, thus sav 
ing you a considerable 
waste of time. When you 
return with your papers 
unread, but signed, you 
are told that it is almost 
closing time, so you had 
better come back tomor- 
■ row. 

Day the second: Today 
your company is regis- 
tered under your personal 
name, and you are ready 
to Stan the procedure for 
registering it under 
trade name. For this you 
are despatched with your 
file (that is kept in cus- 
tody overnight, just in 
else you decide to take it 
and fly away to sanity) to 
the Palace of Justice 
where, after considerable 
trial and tribulation, you 
receive the signature of a 
judge. This you take 
back to the ministry 
where you receive your 
registration papers. So 
you now exist as a corpo- 
rate body; but this does 
not mean that you can 
practice business. For 
that you need a special 
license from the munici- 
pality. 

Pay the third: You 

spend your morning try- 
ing to lure a municipality 
inspector into coming to 
inspect your premises, all 
ihc while prayrng hard 
that none of the otter ten- 
ants in the building has 
broken any of the Munic- 
ipal regulations, or your 
license is withheld. Hav- 
. ing completed the inspec- 
tion, be invites you to the 
Municipality in a couple 
of hours to receive his 
report after he has com- 
pleted his round. In 
couple of hours he is not 
back yet, but his col- 
leagues are and showing 
every sign of having 
called it a day. 

Day the fourth: On this 
day of days, you receive 
your license. But this is 
not the end of the story. 
Now you have to go and 
register at the Chamber of 
Trade, whereupon you 
start the procedure of reg- 
istering your trade mark, 
after which you will call 
the lunatic asylum to 
book yourself a padded 
cell with a view, and give 
them your measurements 
and choice of colour for 
the straight jacket 
Seriously, for a busi- 
nessman time is money. 

would be happy to 1 
Provide the required 
information and fee, and,' 
after checking that his 
trade name is not already 

token by someone else, he 
should be released to his 
business. Civil servants 
can then divide his fee 
between the professional 
associations and any 
Sfe worthy causes, 

* foie they embellish his 
file u-irh stamps and sig- 

~ t0 'tar hearts’ 
poniem, a nd at their 
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THE WORLD Bank has 
seen the future, and it's 
very, very dry. Last 
weekend, as tbc U.S. 
counted the rising death coll 
of a searing summer, as 
Spanish regions clashed 
over what to do in eight 
weeks’ time when their 
dnnking water may run out 
after a two-year drought, 
and as tinder-dry Britain 
found it was leaking a third 
of its supplies, the world’s 
most cautious economists 
helpfully chimed in. "Earth 
faces HjO crisis/' the bank 
yelled. 

"The wars of the next 
century will be over water" 
— not oil or politics — says 
Ismail Serageldin, the 
bank’s vice-president, 
echoing U.N. Secretary- 
General Ghali’s 1988 asser- 
tion that the next war in the 
Middle East would be over 
the Nile. Within hours, 
Israeli and Palestine diplo- 
mats had reached more 
deadlock on water in their 
peace talks. 

Unlike Boutros Ghali. 
Mr. Serageldin wields facts: 
80 countries, he says, now 
have shortages that 
threaten health and econo- 
mies: 40 per cent of the 
world (more than 2 billion 
people) has no access to 
clean water or sanitation. 
And as industrial, agricultu- 
ral and individual demands 
everywhere escalate the 
situation is deteriorating. 

Mr. Serageldin’s analysis 
is devastating but his con- 
clusions will be hotly de- 
bated. When set alongside 
new statistics from the FAO 
(the U.N.’s Food and Agri- 
cultural organisation) and a 
rain of recent independent 
scientific and acedemic 
hydro-political studies, the 
size of the global water 
bomb emerges. 

Worldwide demand for 
water is doubling every 21 
years, more in some re- 
gions. Supply can’t remote- 
ly keep pace with demand 
growth as populations soar 
and cities explode, the bank 
says. Cape Verde and Bar- 
bados are running out now. 
The situation in the Middle 
East and North Africa is 
“precarious.” Northern 
China, western and south- 
ern India, parts of Pakistan, 
South America and much of 
Mexico all face water 
scarcity. 

Much of sub-Saharan 
Africa is in semi-permanent 
crisis. Fifty Chinese dues 
face acute shortages as the 
water table drops one or 
two metres a year. Mean- 
while, many countries are 
accelerating the process of 
desertification and water 
quality is falling rapidly in ■ 
the developing world as 
pollution- and salinity, 
caused by industrial farm- 
ing and over-extraction, 
rises. 

‘With water there is sur- 
vival, without it there is no 
food nor sustenance of any 
sort.” says Dr. Norman 


The water bomb 


The wars of 
the next 
century will 
not be over 
politics or oil 
but water. As 
John Vidal 
reports, this 
warning from 
the World 
Bank comes 
as supply is 
increasingly 
outstripped 
by demand. 

We are 
running out 
of something 
no one can 
live without. 


M. KAHIL 



Myers, a fellow of Green 
College, Oxford, and con- 
sultant to the bank. His 
recent book. Ultimate 
Security, is harrowing. It 
says Egypt’s water supply 
per person is expected to 
shrink by 30 per cent, * 
Nigeria’s by 40 per cent, 
Kenya’s by 50 per cent in 
under a decade. By 2025, 
Mr. Serageldin adds, the 
■ amount of water available 
to each person in the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
will have dropped by 80 per 
cent in a single lifetime. 

Dr. Myers identifies an 
ecological "risk spiral". As 
population grows (it’s ex- 
pected to double worldwide 
in 40 years), so drier areas 
are being farmed. This jus- 
tifies the loss of forests and 
other water-conserving 
vegeation but the result is 
less rainfall and a "dessica- 
tory effect" — multiple fac- 
tors are compounding each 
other's impacts. 

Parts of Africa could 
shortly experience a 
"drying out”, and as de- 
mand soars, so supplies 
may decline faster than 
ever. Result everywhere: 
communities less able to 
feed themselves, political 
tension and an escalation 


towards conflict. "It’s no 
longer an economic strug- 
gle, but a fight for surviv- 
al," said one regional politi- 
cian grappling with the 
Spanish water crisis. 

Peter Gleick, of the Paci- 
fic Institute for Studies in 
Development, Environ- 
ment and Security in Cali- 
fornia. agrees with Mr. 
Serageldin. He sees water 
becoming increasingly im- 
portant in inter-state poli- 
tics ancHbe “probability" of 
violent conflict over Earth’s 
fundamental resource. Wa- 
ter. he says, is fast evolving 
into an issue of high geo- 
political strategy: “It’s 
dynamite.” 

Because water is no re- 
specter of national bound- 
aries. the potential for in- 
security is great. Botswana. 
Bulgaria, Cambodia, the 
Congo, Gambia, the 
Sudan, Syria and many 
other countries receive 75 
per cent or more of their 
fresh water from the river 
flows of (often hostile) up- 
stream neighbours. Some 
40 per cent of the world, 
Gleick says, lives in the 250 
river basins whose water is 
competed for by more than 
one nation. Great rivers 
like the Nile, Niger, Tigris, 


Mekong, Brahmaputra and 
Indus flow though many 
countries, all of whom want 
to extract as much water as 
possible. All have been the 
subject of recent interna- 
tional disputes. Tensions 
appear "especially likely” 
in parts of southern and 
centra] Asia and the Middle 
East, where water conflicts 
go back more than 5,000 
years. 

The problem, the FAO 
says, is not “climatic 
drought." Rainfall stays 
roughly the same, even if 
the last decade has seen 
eight of the hottest years on 
record. Rainfall varies 
widely from year to year 
bat good and bad years 
tend to be grouped. To- 
day’s problem is self- 
induced. What we are 
seeing, the FAO says, is 
mostly “agricultural 
drought" — where water 
supply is insufficient to cov- 
er orop or livestock needs. 

It comes in two forms. 
Growing populations need 
more food which demands 
more water to now it. But 
less remarked (and ignored 
in the bank’s analysis) is the 
fact that new, high-yielding 
crop varieties — subsidised 
and pushed vigorously by 


governments, industry and 
world bodies as the most 
efficient way to feed people 

— demand much more wa- 
ter per se. 

Moreover, agricultural 
drought is being worsened 
as tensions grow every- - 
where between the three 
sectors of society that tradi- 
tionally compete for water 

— fanning, industry and 
individuals. The FAO and 
the bank agree that, as 
wealth increases, agricultu- 
re is being denied water by 
emerging industrial and 
urban areas. 

“Where’s the food going 
to come from?" Mr. Gleick 
asks. “How can we possibly 
meet the needs of 10 billion 
people when we can barely 
meet the needs of 5 billion 
and are actually taking wa- 
ter away from agriculture?” 

"Food production capac- 
ity is being lowered,” Mr. 
Serageldin says. "Water 
scarcity, not shortage of 
land, will be the main fu- 
ture constraint of agricultu- 
ral in developing coun- 
tries." 

The solutions are hotly 
debated. The bank wants 
S600 billion to be invested 
in sanitation and water 
schemes in the next decade. 


and says it will up its lend- 
ing in this area to about 25 
per cent of its loans. It 
makes economic sense: the 
price of not investing in 
health and sanitation is 
huge. Ten weeks of cholera 
caused by contaminated 
water in Peru recently cost 
about SI billion — three times 
the amount invested in the 
country’s water supply in 
the whole of the 1980s. 

Because it could not 
afford to clean up the pollu- 
tion of its water supplies, 
Shanghai spent S300 million 
recently moving its intake 
25 miles upstream. Here 
British water companies say 
it will cost S60 billion to 
meet European Union 
(EU) water quality stan- 
dards — the price of not 
investing in pollution pre- 
vention earlier. 

"It’s good to see the bank 
taking water seriously,” 
says Mark Robinson of Wa- 
ter Aid. the British charity 
which claims that 80 per 
cent of all deaths in the 
developing world are now 
water-related and warns 
that cities in the developing 
world are becoming mega- 
slums increasingly prone to 
disease. "The implications 
for the IMF and the world 


community are great. 
Scares like the recent Indi- 
an plague outbreak will be 
repeated month after 
month unless we get to 
grips with water. There are 
major implications for aid 
bodies and the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund. 

“But money is not 
enough — the approach is 
vital. Time and again the 
poorest are bypassed by in- 
appropriate water and 
sanitation investments. The 
developing world is littered 
with failed water projects. 
Soon the majority will be 
living in title more than 
urban slums. Without safe 
water there can be no good 
health and without health 
you can’t fight poverty. Ev- 
erything starts with water.” 

He is supported by a 
Malaysian development 
academic who asks not to 
be named. "Unless the 
World Bank and govern- 
ments really attack the 
roots of the crisis, start 
thinking in the long-term 
and work from the bottom- 
up, the problem will not be 
solved," he says. 

He warns of another risk 
spiral: "The core thinking 
of the bank and others is to 


push Western efficiency, 
technology and modernisa- 
tion — most of which have 
ignored social costs. Yet the 
poor have ended up poorer 
in cities, where they need 
more water than before and 
the pollution of water is 
greatest. 

“Without clean water 
and good sanitation, urban 
poverty, slums and diseases 
have flourished and coun- 
tries have slipped even 
further into the poverty 
trap. But countries are still 
told by the World Bank and 
Western-trained econom- 
ists to develop, at the ex- 
pense of their traditional 
water-sparse agriculture, 
foreign exchange-earning 
crops like flowers or let- 
tuces — which need even 
more water." It’s all under- 
pinned by global free trade 
and the GATT — pushed 
by the bank, he says. 
’“Now everyone says ‘de- 
velop tourism', which, per 
capita, is the most water- 
intensive of all ini!u»tncs!'' 

The figures are startling: 
according to the FAO, the 
average 15,000 cubic metres 
of water needed :o irrigate 
one hectare of high-yielding 
modern rice is enough for 
100 nomads and 450 cattle 
for three years, or 100 rural 
families for three years, or 
100 urban families for two 
years. The same amount 
can supply 100 luxury hotel 
guests for just 55 days. 

Meanwhile cities, Mr. 
Gleick says, can pay 10 
times more for water as 
farmers; African safari 
hotels are paying to^usurp 
wells that have traditionally 
watered whole tribes, anti 
everywhere fanning and in- 
dustry is excused paying for 
the pollution it causes. In 
city after city in the de- 
veloping world the poor 
must rely on private water 
vendors paying 10 times or 
more what those with 
government- provided tap 
water pay. 

Most contentiously, the 
bank wants to see water 
valued as an economic 
good. Ignoring all argu- 
ments about water being a 
human right, or cultural or 
religious factors that cele- 
brate the sacredness of wa- 
ter, it says private enter- 
prise and the privatisation 
of water s applies are the 
way to provide the most 
services at the lowest price 
for the poor. It will be as 
hotly debated as Britain’s 
venture into privatising wa- 
rer. 

"Privatisation misses the 
mark,” WaterAid says. 
“The poor already pay very 
heavily for water. In effect 
it’s privatised already but 
going down the route of 
private facilities may not be 
appropriate. There are 
other ways. Otherwise wa- 
ter has a funny way of 
ending up only in the’ rich 
man’s bucket these day's.” 
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Kabariti visits S. Arabia 


(Continued from page 1) 

find oul what Gen.Hassan's 
plans were and assess ihe 
impact of the defection on 
the region. According to a 
source. Prince Turki also 
wanted to find out about the 
status of “Saudi prisoners 
■held in Iraq.” The source 
would not elaborate. 

A Kuwaiti paper reported 
recently that Saddam Kamel 
Hussan, a colonel in the 
Iraqi army, was in charge uf 
"Arab prisoners" held in 
Iraq. The report has nor 
been confirmed. 

Meanwhile, other 
sources said Riyadh was 
poised io formally 
announce the appointment 
of Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz 
A I Sudciri. a close relative 
of King Fahd. as Saudi 
Arabia's ambassador to 
Jordan. Mr. Sudciri. who 
now serves as the Saudi 
ambassador in Bahrain, is 
known as one of the best 
Saudi diplomats abroad. 

Saudi Arabia recalled its 
ambassador from Amman 
shortly after the Gulf war in 
protest againsi what if saw 

as Jordan's support for Iraq 
following its invasion ol 
Kuwait. Riyadh also refused 
to accept a new- Jordanian 
ambassador to Saudi Arabia 
after the previous envoy’s 
tenure ended. Early this 
year. Hani Khalifa assumed 
office JK Jordan s 


ambassador to Saudi Arabia 
in a sign of improving 
relations. 

The Riyadh government 
also relaxed visa 
restrictions on Jordanians 
and allowed family 
members to join Jordanian 
expatriates living in Sjudi 
Arabia and resumed the 
issuance of multi-entry 
visas to Jordanian drivers 
transiting through Saudi 
territory to other Gulf 
countries. 

Jordan’s embassy in 
Kuwait remained closed 
since the end of the Gulf 
war. Government sources 
here expect the mission to 
be reopened before the end 
of the year. 

The Gulf countries have 
welcomed the Jordanian 
move to gram asylum to 
Gen. Hassan. once the 
second strongest man in 
Iraq, and analysts said it 
would accelerate the process 
of reconciliation between 
Am nun and the Gulf 
capitals. 

The government has said 
that the granting of asylum 
to Gen. Hassan and other 
Iraqis was in line with 
Jordan's tradition of 
offering refuge ro any Arab 
since its establishment in 
1920 and that Amman was 
not seeking to improve 
relations with the Gulf 
states at the expense of- its 
ties with Baghdad. 


Ethnic cleansing in Bosnia 


(Continued from page 1) 


in outlying villages telling 
them to tell the minorities in 
their village to meet at a 
certain place for registration 
and transport." 

“They are then taken into 
Banja Luka for the final reg- 
istration and then bussed* up 
to the river.” 

"The actual operation is 
now being conducted with 
sickening efficiency,” he 
added. 

U.S. envoys meanwhile, 
launched a new Bosnian 
iand-for-peace plan on Tues- 
day. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Holbrooke was 
to meet Bosnian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Sactr- 
bey in the Croatian port of 
Split. He was stopped by fog 
from landing in the Bosnian 
capital Sarajevo, the state 
news agency said. 

It will be the first meeting 
between senior U.S. ana 
Bosnian officials since 
Washington devised the new 
peace plan after a crushing 
Croatian army victory over 
Serb rebels last week in the 
neighbouring Republic of 
Croatia. 

Washington has said the 
rout of the Croatian Serbs, 
which sent more than 150,000 
refugees streaming across ex- 
Yugoslavia. might present a 
window of opportunity for 
settling the three-year war in 
Bosnia. 

The Bosnian stale news 


Ekeus to visit Jordan after Iraq 
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(Continued from page 1) 

newspaper AJ Thawra dismis- 
sed as “the barking of dogs 
comments by Western 
analysts and media. 

AI Thawra said: Today, 
the fake (Western) media are 
back once again using ihe 
escape of traitor Hussein 


Kamel to exaggerate and in- 
flate events through a series 
of false reports.” 

“They forget and neglect 
the fact that Iraq is a state run 
by institutions and that 
traitor Hussein Kamel was a 
mere official with limited re- 
sponsibility.” the paper said. 


Salah Mukhtar, editor-in- 
chief of the government 
newspaper AI Jumhouriya 
told Shcbab (Youth) Televi- 
sion, nm by President Sad- 
dam's eldest son, Uday. “If 
he (Rolf Ekeus) is fair and 
really represents the United 
Nations, he should directly 
come to Baghdad before 
meeting the renegade Hus- 
sein Kamel.” 


agency said Mr. Holbrooke 
would try to return to 
Sarajevo in two or three 
days. He will also visit the 
capitals of Croatia and rump 
Yugoslavia. 

Russia welcomed the new 
U.S. efforts to settle the con- 
flict in former Yugoslavia but 
said Washington's peace 
package contained a military 
element unacceptable to 
Moscow. 

“We need to give an addi- 
tional political impulse to set- 
tle the conflict," Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Mikhail 
Demurin told a news confer- 
ence. "(But) as for measures 
for use of military force, the 
U.S. proposals are not 
acceptable to us.” 

In London, Bosnia’s 
ambassador, Mohammad 
Filipovic, poured cold water 
on the plan, saying it had no 
chance of success. 

“The new American plan, 
if it is American at all, has the 
fate of all previous plans. 
Namely, it has no chance at 
all. It is only to buy time foT 
the Serbs," he said. 

Warring factions have un- 
leashed a new round qf fight- 
ing in central Bosnia. 

Fighting appeared to ease, 
around Bosnia, with reports 
only of small arms and 
machinegun fire around Don- 
ji Vakuf. A major Bosnian 
army offensive has been 
underway in the region. 

At the United Nations, 
Britain. France and U.N. 
officials were heading for a 
showdown with Croatia and 
Bosnian Croats over the de- 
ployment of the new interna- 
tional rapid reaction force, 
half of which is stuck in the 
Croatian port of Ploce. 

British and French diplo- 
mats say Croatia and the 
Bosnian Croats are blocking 
deployment for financial and 
political reasons. 





In sweltering heat, a refugee mother and child wait in line to cross the Bosnian border after 
being expelled from their village (AFP photo) 


Israel, PLO push self-rule deal 


(Continued from page 1) 


two outside the self-rule 
areas of Gaza and Jericho. 

Mr. Kaddoumi had told a 
press conference in Amman 
on Monday he would boycott 
the Tunis meeting to protest 
both the autonomy accords 
and the “hurriedness” with 
which Mr. Arafat convened 
the PLO leadership to 
approve them. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin rejected right- 
wing demands he bring the 


partial deal for parliament 
ratification. Ahead of a par- 
liament debate on Tuesday 
on the partial deal. Mr. 
Rabin said: 

"We will bring it for rati- 
fication of parliament when 
there will be a full agree- 
ment." 

Opposition leader Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu demanded 
Mr. Rabin submit any West 
Bank autonomy deal to a 
referendum, maintaining the 


narrow ruling coalition does 
not have the right to make 
“concessions” that could de- 
termine Israel’s borders. 

“I’m calling on Rabin to 
get the nation's approval," 
the Likud Party leader said. 
"If you consider yourself a 
democratic government, 
prove it. Go to the people.” 

At one point in the raucous- 
debate, Yosef Bagad from 
the nationalist Moldet Party 
sat down on the plenum’s 
floor, interrupting a Peres 
speech and forcing a 10- 
minute recess. 

"Get down from there, get 


down." he shouted repeated- 
ly after Mr. Peres pointed QUl 
that the Israeli army hsi to 
police 110,000 Palestinians ifl 
Hebron to protea the 490 
settlers occupying the centf* 
of the town. 

Interim Speaker Dov Shi- 
lansky ordered Mr. Ba-Gad 
out of the Knesset, but in- 
stead he sat on the floor. 

Mr. Shiiansky and numer- 
ous deputies went down on to 
the floor to try to persuade 
Mr. Ba-Gad to leave. After 
the angry 10-minute scene, 
he finally agreed to be 
escorted away. 
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Private sector set to lead Saudi economy 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia's giant private 
sector is set to take charge of 
the economy as authorities 
- turn to it as apparently their 
only option to heal the dam- 
age caused by weak oil 
prices, bankers have said! 

While privatisations would 
enable local businessmen to 
use their enormous re- 
sources, they would fetch the 
government billions of dol- 
lars, badly needed to refill its 
coffers and to face develop- 
ment needs of a growing 
population, they said. 

‘The Saudis finally seem 
conviced the private sector 
can be of great help given its 
massive resources," a Saudi 
banker told AFP. 

"If privatisation program- 
mes were fully carried out, 
the private sector would then 
be able to spearhead domes- 
tic development although it 
will likely be kept away morn 
the oil sector, at least for the 


time being," he said. 

Saudi Arabia, which con- 
trols a quarter of the world's 
crude oil, has announced 
plans to privatise part of the 
telephone, electricity and wa- 
ter sector, aviation services 
and non-oil industries. 

Officials have also spoken 
about the imminent sale of 
nearly 45 per cent of the 
government's 70 per cent 
share in the Saudi Arabian 
Basic Industries Corporation 
(SABIC), one of the world's 
biggest petrochemical pro- 
ducers. 

The Gulf kingdom has not 
revealed the extent of the 
planned sale in the remaining 
institutions or when privatisa- 
tion would start. 

But bankers said they ex- 
pected the programme to be 
launched during the five-year 
development plan which was 
approved last month. 

‘ The 1995-1999 plan, the 
kingdom's sixth, will focus on 


diversifying the economy and 
giving the private sector a 
greater role, officials said as 
they announced it. 

In comments in the Gulf 
press. King Fahd said Saudi 
Arabia would push ahead 
with economic reforms to ex- 
ploit the wealth of its 
businessmen. 

He underlined that Saudi 
private investors would fi- 
nance a $7 billion deal ro buy 
61 aircrafts for the state car- 
rier Saudia from the U.S. 
jetmakers Boeing and 
McDonnell Douglas. 

Bankers said they expected 
government revenue from 
privatisation ro exceed $20 
billion as the kingdom has 
one of the biggest services 
sectors in the Middle East. 
But they noted the figure 
depended on the size of the 
sale. 

The sale of 45 per cent of 
the government's stake in 
SABIC could fetch it more „ 


than $3 billion at the present 
market price of its shares, a. 
recent study by the National 
Commercial Bank said. 

SABIC, with a paid-up 
capita! of 10 billion Saudi 
riyals ($2.7 billion), is one of 
the most profitable joint 
stock companies in the region 
with its shares traded at be- 
tween $60 and $80 over the 
past year. 

It produces around 17 mil- 
lion tonnes of petrochemic- 
als, fertilisers and other oil 
related products and plans to 
boost output to more than 20 
million tonnes. 

"The sale of more govern- 
ment shares in SABtC could 
be covered easily as there is a 
strong demand for this com- 
pany." a stock dealer said. 

Besides SABIC, the state 
holds more than half own- 
ership in 37 companies and 
banks trading their shares in 
the Saudi stock market. 

Privatisation of those 


firms, whose total market 
capitalisation is estimated at 
around $15 billion, would 
also give a strong injection to 
the Riyadh bourse. 

Aitound 78 institutions are 
listed in the bank-nm market 
and new flotations in 1994 
raised the total number of 
shares by 57 million to reach 
755 million. 

In a recent lecture the vice 
governor of the Saudi Arabian 
Monetary Agency, Ahmad 
A1 Malik, said market capita- 
lisation had more than dou- 
bled to $39 billion at the end 
of 1994 from SlSjrillion at the 
end of 1985. 

“Market capitalisation is 
expected to rise substantially 
with the gradual privatisation 
of a number of public sector 
entities,” he said, “This will 
help to broaden the stock 
market.. It -will also release 
resources for the government 
to improve and expand the 
country’s infrastructure.” 


Research institute: Asian states to 
maintain tight monetary policies * 


Reforms boost Oman bourse to record level 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Oman’s official bourse has 
surged to a record level as the 
southern Gulf oil producer 
presses ahead with economic 
reforms and domestic firms 
perform better, officials said 
Tuesday. ' 

Turnover in the Muscat 
Exchange soared to a record 
55.5 million Omani riyals 
($144.3) million in the first 
half of 1995 from around 44.4 . 
million riyals ($115.4 million) 
in the first half of 1994, they 
said. 

On Tuesday, the stock in- 
dex closed at 155.10 points, 
its highest ever level since the 
exchange was established in 
1989. its director, Moham- 
mad Jarwani, told AFP by 
telephone. 

“This is because the pri- 
vate sector is gaining momen- 
tum in the reforms and most 
local banks and firms 


achieved better results. Some 
institutions reported an im- 
provement in performance by 
more than 20 per cent over - 
the past year,” he pointed 
out. 

Oman has embarked on 
sweeping reforms to cushion 
the impact of weak crude 
prices and diversity its oil- 
„ reliant economy. 

The reforms included pri- 
vatisations, freeing interest 
rates, allowing expatriates to 
trade on. the stock market, 
improvement of investment 
laws and introduction of 
more incentives, and permit- 
ting foreigners to fully own 
industrial projects and other 
ventures that serve the 
domestic economy. 

The government has 
already sold off institutions to 
the pnbh'c and is planning to 
set up petrochemical indus- 
tries, power .and sewage 


plants, and other enterprises 
in collaboration with the pri- 
vate sector. 

Oman, which is not an 
OPEC member, produces 
around 800,000 barrels per 
day of oil and its heavy re- 
liance on crude expotts have 
made its economy vulnerable 
to persistent fluctuations in 
world oil prices. 

Despite spending cuts over 
the past two years to tackle 
the budget deficit, the private 
sector continued to record 
high growth rates, Mr. Jarwa- 
ni said. 

“Performance by most pri- 
vate sector establishments 
was better by nearly 40 per 
cent in 1994 over 1993 despite 
lower government expendi- 
ture,” he said. “This shows 
the -private sector is growing 
steadily and has become cap- 
*abie of overcoming the 
effects of government spend-. 


Central banks intervene 
to drive up dollar 


LONDON (AFP) — Major 
central banks caught the fore- 
ign exchange market by sur- 
prise Tuesday by intervening 
unexpectedly to accelerate 
the dollar’s uptrend in what 
operators called an aggres- 
sive move. 


morning and 93.60 Monday 
evening. 


wrongfooted the market. 
Mr. De Blocq said the cen- 


The dollar also zipped up tral banks wanted to give the 
through the five-franc barrier ' markets a dear signal “and 


The dollar jumped by late 
afternoon to its highest level 
against the mark since Feb. 
21, at 1.4725 marks’ against 
1.4460 in the morning and 
only i .4370 Monday evening 
in London. It surged to 96.60 
yen, its best level since March 
1, compared with 95.15 in the 


to stand at 5.0538 French 
francs. 

Martin de Blocq, an 
analyst at Nomura Bank In- 
ternational, said the Bank of 
Japan, the Bundesbank and 
the U.S. Federal Reserve 
“intervened ail afternoon, 
with success.” Operators cal- 
led the interventions “rather 
aggressive.” Adrian Schmidt 
at Chase Manhattan said 
that, in any case, the central 
banks' concerted move had 


convince investors that the 
dollar's uptrend is firmly 
established." They wanted to 
convince everybody that the 
trend cannot be reversed," 
said Chemical Bank analyst 
Malcolm Barr. 

As of last Friday, D.avid 
Th waites, an analyst at Cre- 
dit Lyonnais Capital Mar- 
kets, said the “the American 
currency has entered a phase 
of lasting recovery." 


THE Daily Crossword by Frank R. Jackson 


ACROSS 
1 Snoozing 
5 Exhorted 
10 Poker item 

14 Nimbus 

15 Not a sour • 

16 Pasloral 
passage 

17 An over-the- 
shoulder look 

20 Franklin 

21 Young lover 

22 Cathedral music 
source, usually 

23 Unadorned 

24 Dined 

25 An indirect path 

32 Old English coin 

33 Cozy retreals 

34 Lennon's widow 

35 Augments 

36 Hit, old style 

38 Baloney! 

39 Adversary 

40 On — with 

41 Palmer 

42 In a weaving 
way 

46 Military 
monogram 

47 Aware of 

48 Cowpoke's item 
51 Bulgarian city 
53 Pair 

56. On ihe up-and- 
up 

59 Fruitless 

60 Metal disc 

61 Surrounded by 

62 Surveyor's 

concern 

63 Brogans or 
pumps 

64 Obtains 

DOWN 

1 Whale pursuer 

2 Mr. Ruth 

3 Dash 

4 Severinsen 

5 Right off the 
rack 

6 Wandered 

7 Bloody mess 

8 Within: pref 

9 B.A.,e.g. 

10 Red wine 
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1 1 Be suspended 

12 Quechuan 

13 Hammer part 

18 Cabbage 
product 

19 Aquatic plant 

23 Feather scarfs 

24 Top-drawer 

25 Enthusiasm 

26 Western 

production 

27 Admire 
excessively 

28 Las Vegas 
transaction 

29 Stab result 

30 — Oakley (pass) 

31 Force into 
bondage 

32 Hook for 
climbing 

36 Whirl 

37 Insane 

38 Con — 

40 Very musically 

41 “Wish upon — " 


Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 
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43 Product ol 
change? 

44 Chewy candy 

45 Liver and — 

48 Invitation letters 

49 Lai. abbr. 

50 Opera song 


51 Iran's ruler, once 

52 Klemperer 

53 Domesticated 

54 Legal document 

55 Probability 
57 Some drs. 

56 Jokester 


mg cuts. I think the stage 
when the private sector was 
depending on state spending 
is over." 

Mr. Jarwani said the surge 
in the Muscat stocks was also 
caused by stronger demand 
by foreign investors, an in- 
crease m companies on -the 
'exchange and dealing in 
bonds issued by the govern- 
ment to shore up the budget 
shortfall. 

Around 41 Million riyals 
($106:6 million) worth of de- 
velopment bonds have so far 
been traded in the market 
this year, while nearly 140 
million riyals ($364 million) 
of bonds were traded in 1994, 
be said. 

“You can say this is just 
die start. The share index will 
continue to. rise as we are 
going ahead with economic 
reforms and a sharp increase 
in domestic and foreign in- 
vestment is expected in the 
coming years,” he said. • 

Oman’s stock market was 
launched in mid 1989 and it 
has become one of the busiest 
exchanges in the Middle 
East. 

It started with around 60 
banks and companies, which 
have now reached 80. Their 
market capitalisation jumped 
to nearly $3 billion at the end 


of 1994 from $2.35 billion at 
the end of 1993 and $1.8 
billion at the end of 1989. 

Officials said they expected 
new shares to be floated in 
the coming months as there 
are plans to set up joint funds 
similar to the Oryx, which 
was launched by private in- 
vestors from Oman, Britain 
and other European coun- 
tries last year with a paid-up 
capital of $52 million. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Asian 
countries are generally ex- 
pected to maintain relatively 
tight' monetary policies for 
some time amid persistent 
inflationary pressures, 
according to the Nomura Re- 
search Institute. 

“The dollar’s sharp depre- 
ciation against, major curren- 
cies since the beginning of the 
year has added to these, press- 
ures, prompting some monet- 
ary authorities to abandon 
their traditional policy of 
linking their currencies loose- 
ly to the dollar,” the institute 
said in its latest monthly re- 
view. 

■ The research arm of 
Nomura Securities Co. Ltd., 
the biggest stock broker in 
Japan, said South Korea and 
Taiwan were benefiting most 
from improved .international 
competitiveness arising from 
the stronger yen. 

But with South Korea’s 
economic growth likely to top 
nine per cent this year, infla- 
tionary pressures are mount- 
ing — as reflected in rising 
producer prices and higher 
import prices owing to the 
stronger Japanese currency. 

“In addition, an inflow of 
overseas funds into the stock- 
market following the liber- 
alisation of capital flows is 
putting upward pressure on 
the won,” Nomura said, not- 
ing that authorities had sub- 
sequently intervened in cur- 


rency markets to protect light 
industry from the negative 
affects of a sharply higher 
won'. 

“With elections coming up 
next year, we expect the 
Bank of Korea to keep 
monetary policy tight for a 
while," the institute said. 

Nomura said that while 
moves by Singapore and 
Malaysia allowing then 1 cur- 
rencies to appreciate against 
the dollar had eased infla- 
tionary pressures in both 
countries, the reverse was 
happening in Indonesia and 
Thailand. 

“In Indonesia, the govern- 
ment’s policy to allow the 
rupiah to fall together with 
the absence of any direct 
price controls has created an 
Inflationary environment,” it 
said. “The economy con- 
tinues to grow at a blistering 
pace, with consumer prices 
accelerating to an annual rate 
of 10.5 per cent in June.” 

Nomura noted that the In- 
donesian government plan- 
ned to devalue the rupiah by 
qbout five per cent a year to 
maintain the country's com- 
petitiveness. Foreign invest- 
ment is meanwhile soaring, 
creating excess liquidity. 

“In addition, reflecting In- 
donesia’s relatively high de- 
pendence on Japanese im- 
ports, the stronger yen in. 
pushing up import prices. We 
expect, the government to 


maintain a tight monetary 
policy in coming months to . 

fight these inflationary press- 

ures," Nomura said. 

“Thailand is under similar- . 
ly strong inflationary pres- : 
ures,” the institute added- 
“Because the baht is pegged , 
to a basket of currencies uf 
which the U.S. dollar has the. 
largest weighting, the depre- 
ciation of the dollar has cre- 
ated an inflationary environ v 
ment.” ■ . v - 

Nomura also indicated that . 
the recent appreciations of * 
the Singapore dollar and the 
Malaysian ringgit might have _ 
reached their limits. 

In Singapore, foreign 
direct investment is no longer 

soaring and exports are grow- 

ing at a slower pace because 
of the economic slowdown in 
the United States in addition 
to the stronger local curren- 
cy. . 

“With the decline in the • 
trade deficit stalled and im- ' '■ 
provements in the service ba> ; - 
lance limited, both the cur- : - 
rent account and capital ba- 
lances will no longer act to- 
push up the Singapore dollaf -y 
as before,” it said. : * 

Nomura also noted thal° : ' 
Malaysian interest rates have 1 **-' ^ 4 
recently been stable, “learPJ^ w-' 
ing us to believe they have - 1 ; 
reached a peak. Accordingly 
we think the upward move- - 
ment of the ringgit will be^ : 
limited hereafter.” 


Japanese demand for gold booms 


TOKYO (AFP) — With many 
Japanese shuddering at the 
sight of fires consuming bank 
notes and securities m the 
Kobe earthquake in January, 
gold is enjoying a revival as a 
portable tangible asset in 
Japan. 

Gold imports nearly dou- 
bled to 165.2 tonnes in the six 
months to June, up from 85.2 
.tonnes a year earner and the 
highest since 1986 when gold 
anas were issued to com- 
memorate the 60th 
anniversary of Emperor 
Hfrohito. In June alone, gold 
imports surged 68.9 per cent 
from a year earlier to 27.1 
tonnes. - 

OsamuDceda, an official at 


Japan’s biggest gold broker, 
Tanaka Kikiiizoku Kogyo 
KK , said television images 
of the Jan. 17 Kobe earth- 
quake played an important 
role in renewing interest in 
the precious metal among 
Japanese investors. 

'They saw on television 
that gold had survived the 
disaster,” he said. 

But aside from the psycho- 


logical impact of the quake, 
Mr. Ikeda and other brokers 
said die gold boom mainly 
stemmed from the yen’s 
appreciation against the do I- - 
lar which has made gold less 
expensive in Japan. 

Brokers also point to the 
general feeling of uncertainty 
with bad loans and other 
problems weighing on 
Japanese financial institu- 
tions as the country straggles 
to emerge from its worst re- 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Honri Arnold and M3ue Argirkm 


THE BETTER HALF. 


In i w i k 


By Glasbergen 

GMSBET^SEJkJ t 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 

S letter to each square, to form 
ordinary words. 

HI RAC ■ 


era Snca. he 


tra 

for 

you. 

George 1 • 


Take a 
massage - 


Vrjt ' 



“It’s 1 00 degrees, the air conditioner 
doesn’t work... so how is it possible that 
you still come to bed with ice-cold feet?” 


Peanpts 


INYAR 


BAHFLE 


NOPETT 


Answer here * WAS 
Answer here. QNTHE 


1? A? 


WHY THE 

FISHERMAN PIPNT 
TAKF THE CALL. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: JOUST VALVE BUBBLE KNOTTY 
Answer What the Itinerant worker was looking lor — 

A STABLE JOB 


Co '■ 

^b**Mr** 1 


Andy Capp 


/ -AMO THE \ 

/ FEELING YOU'LL > 
' HAVE KNOWING 
YOU HAULED 
’ THE SAND FOR 
I TOUR VERY ODN. 
\5ANDB0X.. J 

1 ’ ^ 

* O ItM Uwwd Fmbjm gpOM 









f W4ALK YOU j 
> HOME AT A 
CLOaN'TlME, 
^ DARUN’?-- 



( WBlA 
\ WHAT J 

.THINK?! 


Ml rsihMOH wKinwmM w»n* 


f I THINK A 
i YOU'VE ) 
SOT A < 
, PROBLEM 1 



Mutt’n’ Jeff 


PEOPLE ARE BUTCHERING V 

our engligh Language so ^ 

MUCH SO THAT PRETTY SOON 
WE WONT BE ABLE TO P 
i COMMUNICATE^ J 


iklil 


rtLLBE LIKE 
THEcrryop 
BABEL- ALL 
CONFUSION - 
NOBODy WILL 
UNDERSTAND 
EACHOTHER 


OH, IT^S L1KETHAT 
RIGHT HERE NOW- 
I DON’T r — > 

UNDERSTAND J 

i you- i-s&ak 


-AND Vt>U DON’T iH 

UNDERSTAND |gi 
YOUR WIFE AND/S 
MoTHER-iN^ r^rgsT 

S7 LAW/ 



, cession in. 50 years. • - 

s . “The times signal 'gold!” 
r says an advertisement', by .r 
commodity broker Ace 
’ Koeki Co. Ltd. in the Nihon 
Keizai newspaper, a leading 
B business daily. “We propose ..- 
v crisis management by malting ,? 

' use of gold.” 

a Another advertisement by 
i- rival broker Fujichu Co. Ltd. 
s makes even bigger promises. 
i- • “Gold will save you,” it says. 

; " • ’ j m 

HOROSCOPE . 3 

FORECAST FOR WKDNES- ! 

; ; DAY, AUGUST 16^1995 ^ 

By Thomas i-S. zPiersoh,:^ 
Astrologer, Carroll Righter ** 
Foundation .. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April •** 

19) Before lunch today, con- '*■ 
centrate on how best to gain *• 
your aims. After lunch, ^ 
nrinate stumbling blocks in C 
the path of pibgress. ' v 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May $$ 

20) Get busy tins morning ^ 
and gain that important goaf 

1 and later today you canhand- L 
le some annoying problems- ** 
deal matter. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June v 

21) Try to improve your one- 
dat rating ana prestige today 
and don’t be forceful m frying ■ 
to gam a persona] aim. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 

22 to July 21) You have some ' 
dever ideas for later tonight, ’ 
so make a note of them bo- 
fore getting into hard career 
activities. 

UEO: (July 22 to August 21) ^ . 

Be positive in handling bus- 
ness affairs this morning, and 
get good results, but later 
today use tact towards your. 1 
being a success. m \ 

VIRGO: (August 22 to .■ 
September 22) Come to a 
better agreement with assod- * r 
ates this morning, but later , • 
today, don't do any car ee r^. 
activities^ they expect which f ; 
are unreasonable. :* 

JJBRA: (September 23 to" ' 
October 22) Find better ways . ' 
of getting your regular tasks '* * 
completed since later today a " 
new contact could cause s 1 - 1 
ctelay. Be prepared for obstar -v 
des. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to ( 

November 21) Get amuse- ; 

merits arranged this morning 
and then handle business 
matters which require much 
thought and time. H i 

® ?F£ ARn L S: (No™""** : 

22 to December 21) Try to u i 

please loved ones more ttrisj.^r I 

morning and later be careful! O 

win communications of afijfc* 
ta¥L ■ 

CAHUCORN: (December 22-^ 

«o January 20) You on*“ 

very well for you thikri 
but after lri^ . 

y^'o re ‘ <:heclc whatever,^ 

j^ES: (February 20 

r.l™ ^ S 3 ™ your person-:-,':^) I 
qiucltly. but later T* 
y use care in financial v ‘ 
dealm s s to avoid a taT ^ , 

Bfrtbstone of August.- Pen- 1 

001 ~ Golden Quartz - 
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Government 
plans to drop 
more 

families from 
food subsidy 
list in ’ 96 


** IT HAS been learnt that 
the incomes of both rhe hus- 
band and the wife will be 
taken into consideration from 
year while determining 
eligibility to food subsidy? 
Unlike the present system of 
excluding a family from re- 
ceiving coupons if the hus- 
band alone earns more than 
JD 500 a month, the exclu- 
sions will cover families 
—«-*» auto*, -l, where both spouses eam a 
to believe they t ^combined income in excess of 
led a peak. AcconW ^ ^ 0 - ^ch a measure will 
hint tk- — -“■s- reduce the number of supply 
cards to be distributed next 
year from about 600,000 ro 

500.000 and will save the 
treasury some JD 6 million 
annually. 

According to a report 
issued by the Supply and' 
Prices Committee of the 
Lower House of Parliament, 
there were 4,095,762 persons 
benefiting from 715.559 
supply cards issued until 
Sept. 20, 1994; whereas the 
national census, conducted in 
December 1994, has put the 
number of Jordanians at 

3.806.000 and the number of 
families at 634,400, on 
assuming an average number 
of six per family. And, by 
excluding those who cam 
above JD 6,000 a year and 
who represent more than 20 

r cent of th e number of 
ilies, the committee came 
to the conclusion that the 
number of families which de- 
serve supply ' coupons should 
not be more than 450,000 
families. 

The committee's report 
pointed out that total sub- 
sidies, including fodder, had 
cost the treasury over JD 400 
million between 1989 and 
1994 with the highest portion 
going to the bread subsidy 
which, on the average 
r r ~ Recounted for more than JD 
JRUS: {April 20 lo )t 40 million annually. The 
Get bus ) 1 this nunc committee noted that during 
gain that ifflpon 3 ® ? the said period, consumer 
later today you can bs prices of subsidised products 
jme annoying prabl* have remained stable except 
matter. for limited increases in the 

. -»i je prices of bread, rice and milk 

P** ,n 1993 - **« have 

Try to continued to rise, especially 

anngandp . in 1995 % with the price of 
don t be rorcelul . w j lcal increasing by 70 per 
ain a personal ■ cent ^ ^. om $^9 pg,. tonne to 
ON CHILDREN $204 per tonne, the price of 
j July 21 ) You have as sugar going up by 30 per cent, 
*r ideas for later wf from $340 per tonne to $441 
iake a note of than 1 ' pg r tonne and the price of 
oetdne into bard ofi rice rising by 58 per cent, 

ities * from 5280 P er . tonne to 5442 

f: (July 

xysidve _ 

affairs this a price D f JD 2.070 per 

good results ’ [Ala pack delivered at the ware- 
y use tact towai houses of the Ministry of 
g a success- ^ . Supply taking into considera- 
rQ . (Aug us! ", tion a $20 per tonne in addi- 
•mher ' Tl ) tional handling costs. Similar- 

£ o^^rrTent iy, the cost prices of wheat, 

jr agree ^ ^ k SU gar and rice have increased 
to JD 0.157, JD 0.338 and JD 
0.323 respectively. 
Additionally, the commit- 
aL "‘ 2 tee found that between 1989 
RA: (Septempe . and 1994 pro ducc prices in- 
3 ber 22) FiadWjL 0 ireased by 90 per cent above 
string y oUI ff SwdP 1986 prices whereas the aver- 
oieted since age increase in per capita 

1 contact income of the gross domestic 

Be 1 product at the market price 

■ ' ^ was only 20 per cent during 

lOaob* # the same period. 

,RI J 0: in Get as such the report recom- 
2 inber r,^d this mended the following; 

ts arrang , le ^ Reducing the number of 

theD h ch dtP*** ^ beneficiaries from food sub- 

ers ^^?r 

nTfrpri--- 

5 Decemb ^* - ^ t lo be no less than the cost 
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-c loved on«s j . ^ price ■ 

^,E and 1? K ^ of ; 3) Raising salanes to all cm- 
ployees in line with higher 
U. cost of living 

' 4 > Reconsidenng the poverty 

RIGORS ‘A-j Yc® * i eve j to ensure adequate help 

fanuarv - v ',a* 1 ® *- .l 

aiplisb 

:de 


fanuary ^dea^ t0 the poor. 

on 

avoid 


ou !IJ this ^15) Expanding the services 
and oudets of lhe dvil con " 
W ’ing- sumer corporation. 

this eve _ Lry^’ 6 ) Reducing the number of 


e tn» .grt •r. o) Kcoucing **“'”“*• 

,AtoVS: ( j3 S>? middlemen in the selling pro- 

19 ) F‘ n3 S cess and encouraging parallel 

*!?very wel1 MBfl*: prod 006 markets 
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U.S. business interest in A mma n economic summit is high 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Approximately 150 Amer- 
ican businessmen are ex- 
pected to attend the Middle 
Ea5t/North Africa Economic 
butnmit j n Amman in late 
Ooobcr as pan of an all-out 
u.S. government effort to 
demonstrate that “peace 
pays." ^ 

Unlike last year's huge 

Casablanca summit, which 2 

State Department official de- 
scribes as being remembered 
primarily as a "magnificent 
political event," the upcom- 
ing Amman summit will be a 
smaller affair and will focus 
on the private sector. 

Davia Ruth, senior coordi- 
nator for the Business Affairs 
Office at the State Depart- 
ment, said "we need to break 
the_ taboo (in Ammao) 
against regional business 
cooperation and deals" in the 
same manner as when Israeli 
and Arab businessmen hob- 
nobbed for the first rime in 
Casablanca. 

He told the National U.S.- 
Arab Chambers of Com- 
merce at meetings last week 
in San Francisco and Hous- 
ton; "We hope at the Am- 
man summit to do just that.” 

Cherie Loustaunau, depu- 
ty direcror of the Near Office 
at the Department of Com- 
merce. was more blunt. 

She said in an interview 
that the Casablanca and Am- 
man conferences are "viewed 
as the economic part of the 
(Mideast) peace process, and 
if the (Amman summit) does 
nor take hold... the political 
peace is not going to take 
hold." 

She stressed that the U.S. 
government is "very commit- 
ted to making the Amman 
summit a success.” 

The stakes are high for the 
Clinton administration and 


consequently it has marshal- 
led several agencies to woo 
American businesses to Am- 
man, stressing that this multi- 
national conference will be 
“more oriented toward the 
private sector's contributions 
and benefits." 

Or, as David Ruth prom- 
ises, it would be "more be- 
neficial to business leaders 
than was Casablanca." 

The Near East Office at 
the Department of Com- 
merce is well aware of the 
American business commun- 
ity's disappointment with the 
Moroccan conference, and is 
this year fashioning its plans 
to meet the businessmen's 
concerns. 

Cherie Loustaunau re- 
ported in an interview that 
she has already furnished the 
Geneva-based summit orga- 
nisers, the World Economic 
Forum, with a list of 5,000 
American firms which may 
be interested in participating. 
Only 150 firms can be 
accommodated, however. 

As part of the govern- 
ment's outreach programme 
to rally the American busi- 
ness community behind the 
Amman parley. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
hosted last June a breakfast 
meeting with . American chief 
executive officers and is re- 
portedly planning another 
next month with Secretary of 
Commerce Ron Brown parti- 
cipating. Brown will accom- 
pany Christopher to Amman. 

In order to demonstrate 
U.S. seriousness about the 
goals of the summit, the 
American business repre- 
sentatives will be considered 
a part of the U.S. official 
delegation, staying at the 
same hotel as the senior U.S. 
government officials. 

The summit itself will in- 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are lhe buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One U.S. dollar 


One Sterling 


1.3606/16 

Canadian dollar 

1.448404 

Dcuischcmarks 

1.6222/32 

Dutch guilders 

1.2070/80 

Swiss francs 

29.72/76 

Belgian francs 

4.982 $175 

French francs 

1621.4/2,4 

Italian lire 

95 J 2/42 

Japanese yen 

7.2530/30 

Swedish crowns 

6.3730/80 

Norwegian crowns 

5.612 5/75 

Danish crowns 

1.5710/20 

U.S. doUur 

$384. 60/384.90 

U.S. dollars 


dude workshops, project 
briefings, and roundtables at 
a "business centre" at the 
hotel so the American 
businessmen can pursue 
opportunities and follow up 
on deals. 

Moreover, the Overseas 
Private Investment Corpora- 
tion (OPIC), a government 
agency, has engaged a New 
York investment firm to 
manage its $250 million Mid- 
dle East Regional Growth 
Fund, which is expected to be 
fully subscribed by private 
investors by the end of Octo- 
ber. The hind will be making 
direct equity investments in 
private business ventures in 
the West Bank, Gaza, Egypt, 
Jordan, Morocco and Tuni- 
sia. 

The U.S. game plan, 
according to Commerce De- 
partment officials, is to iden- 
tify at this early stage poten- 
tial projects that are expected 
to be announced in Amman 
tn order to give the would-be 
American participants a bead 
start. 

Ms. Loustaunau said her 
office is sending a representa- 
tive to the U.S. embassy in 
Amman this month — one is 
already there — to help in the 
match-making process, which 
is also being augmented by 
the so-called Advocacy Cen- 
tre, an intra-government unit 
located at the Commerce De- 
partment which is charged 
with promoting U.S. exports. 

Her office has so . far re- 
ceived an initial list of con- 
firmed projects and her staff 
is now pursing contacts in a 
match-making effort with 
U.S. businesses which have 
already signed up for the 


conference. 

Earlier this month, the 
Near East Office sponsored a 
telecommunications and in- 
formation technology brief- 
ing for American businesses 
in which several Arab embas- 
sies participated. 

Some of the projects that 
have been identified so fax 
include the construction of 
several highways in Jordan, 
an olive oil bottling plant in 
the West Bank, the creation 
of a ship tracking system for 
the Strait of Gibraltar, con- 
struction of a metro system in 
Cairo patterned after similar 
systems in U.S. cities, health 
projects in Oman, a turnkey 
proposal for a cement plant 
in Saudi Arabia, and the con- 
struction of a cement produc- 
ing facility in Yemen. 

Corey D. Wright, an inter- 
national trade specialist at 
the Department of Com- 
merce, stressed during an in- 
terview that American 
businessmen are not after 
"ideas, but taking these one 
step further. They are look- 
ing for a deal." 

He continued, "Anyone 
coming to the Summit with a 
good business plan for a pro- 
ject is likely to get something 
accomplished — and an in- 
vestor." 

Although it is premature to 
rry to identify the projects 
which will be considered at 
the match-making sessions in 
the Jordanian capital, it is 
anticipated that a few 
flagship projects involving 
government infrastructure 
tenders, such as the airport 
and tourist facilities in the 
Aqaba-Eilat area, are likely 
candidates. The summit will 


highlight, in part, large re- 
gional projects and invest- 
ments, small and medium- 
sized enterprises to serve as 
catalysts for economic 
growth, U.S. officials ex- 
plained. A thematic session 
will be devoted to the role of 
these small- and medium- 
sized enterprises in promot- 
ing growth and employment 
opportunities in the region, 
with emphasis on incentives 


and financing mechanisms 
that are available to them. 

The other plenary sessions 
of the conference w '1 cover 
three additional themes: 
trade and industry, infras- 
tructure, and the economic 
environment. 

Mr. Ruth told the U.S-- 
Arab Chamber of Commerce 
that long-term peace in the 
Middle East "depends on 
providing concrete benefits 


to the people of the region, 
benefits possible only 
through increased trade, en- 
trepreneurial energy, and in- 
dustrial development.” 

He added, ”we are pur- 
suing a broad range of econo- 
mic initiatives, with emphasis 
on privare-public partnership 
to complement the political 
aspects of the peace process 
and to demonstrate, if I may 
be blunt, that peace pays." 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

In Shmeisani, having two bedrooms, living room, 
dining room, well-equipped kitchen, iwo bathrooms, 
built in closets, separate central heating, separate 
entrance, telephone, T.V. and video and new, 
modern furniture. It is overlooking a garden. 
Please call 606947 


FOR RENT 

In Rabya-Amman, with the following specifica- 
tions: '* - ; v . ...... 

Ground *floor, beautifully furnished, V master 
bedroom, 2 bedrooms, 1 sitting room with 
breakfast area, fully equipped kitchen, 3 bath- 
rooms, salon, dining room, green room, maids’ 
room and bathroom, nice garden, shaded car 
park. 

Kindly call: 687309, 606947 
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FURMSHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

In Shmeisani, 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, ground floor, 
280 sq.m.. 

Other apartments and 
villas furnished / 
unfurnished / for rent & 
sale. 

Abdoun Real Estate. 

TaL 810605 , 810609, 810520 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyeh 



it. O. TEL 
-SECURITY 
^HOSPITAUTY 
^GASTRONOMY . 


DOLLAR 


RENTACAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
reL 6 93399 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

A 4 . jA! ‘IB 4 -vrvy 

863944 - 81 6690 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished I 
crand Unfurnished cr 

i- i- 

^-Villas apartments ^ 
Sand office Space 1| 
oTo Suit-all Budgets $ 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 


IANABEL 
REAL ESTATE 


Deluxe ViUas 
&Appartments\ 
in Amman 

for klterdetaib please caQ 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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M1NG-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytundfi 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 pm. 
Tel.: B61838 
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Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 
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Uzbek sprinter Djamotidinc Abdoqjaparov line of the 1995 Tour de France earlier last 
! raises his arm in victory as he crosses the finish month (AFP photo) 

Rominger leads standings 


PARIS (AFP) — American Lance Armstrong 
moves up two places to 11 in the world 
International Cycling Union rankings pub- 
lished on Monday after his victory in the San 
Sebastian Classic on -Saturday. 

Tony Rominger of Switzerland retains 
number one spot, . 

Anglo- Italian Maximilian Stiandri, winner 
of the Leeds International Classic race earlier 
this month leaps 14 places to 17. 

1. Tony Rominger (Swi) 3242 points 

2. Laurent Jalabert (F ra) 2158 

3. Miguel Indurain (Spa) 1953 

4. Alex Zulle (Swi) 1543 

5. Claudio Chiappucd (lla) 1463 

6. Johan Mnseeuw (Bel) 1310 

17. Evgneni Berzin (Rus) 1262 

8. Manrizio Fondriest (Ita) 1122 

9. Francesco Casagrande (Ita) 1060 

10. Pascal Richard (Swf) 960 


11. Lance Armstrong (USA) -956 

12. Andrei Tduni) (Rus) 947 

13. Richard Virenqne (Fra) 849 

14. Maximilian Sdandri (Ita) 811 

15. Gianluca Bortolami (Ita) 803 

16. ViatcheslavEkimov(Rns)'*....J... 762 

17. Stefano Della Santa (Ita) 715 

18. Chris Boardman (Gbt) 689 

19. Rolf Sorensen (Den) 686 

20. Piotr Ugntmor (Rus) 682 

21. Giorgio Fnrian (Ita) 680 

22. Djamotidlne Abdoojaparov (Uzb) 674 

23. Francesco Frattini (Ita) 669 

24. WOfried Nelissen (Bel) 667 

25. Bjarne Rhs (Den) 664 

26. Mario CipoOmi (Ita) 662 

27. Laurent Dufanx (Swi) 654 

28. Da vide RebeUtn (Ita) 642 

29. Alberto B3B (Ita) 640 

30. Gianni Bugno (Ita) 632 


Van Almsick back on golden trail 


VIENNA (R) — Franziska 
Van Almsick, winner of six 
gold medals at the last Euro- 
pean Swimming Cham- 
pionships, could trump that 
with a record seven this time. 

The 17-year-old German, 
who claimed her first world 
record and world title in the 
200 metres freestyle in Rome 
last September, has entered 
four individual freestyle 
events and three relays at the 
championships, which begin 
with diving and synchronised 
swimming on Thursday. 

Van Almsick won the 50, 
100 and 200. freestyle and 
shared in three German relay 
triumphs at the last European 
Championships in Sheffield. 
England, two years ago to 
match the tally achieved in 
1985 by West German 
Michael Gross. 

She was denied a seventh 
gold in the 100 metres but- 
terfly in which she had to 
settle for the silver. 

This dme she has dropped 
the butterfly but added the 
400 freestyle to her reper- 
toire, though she faces a 


tough challenge from 15- 
year-old compatriot Julia 
Jung who beat her in the 
event at the German national 
championships in June. 

Van Almsick should have 
few problems in the 100 and 
200 freestyle but will have her 
work cut in the 50 against 
Russia's Natalia Meshery- 
akova', silver medallist at the 
world championships where 
the German was fourth. 

Van Almsick won a clutch 
of medals at the 1992 Barce- 
lona Olympics when she was 
just 14 ana her major goal is 
the 1996 Games in Atlanta 
which could mark the end of 
her Swimming career. 

"I want to end my career 
on a high point." she said 
here this week. “The end of 
my career depends on how I 
do in Atlanta. f ’ 

Germany headed the med- 
als table at the last European 
Championships with 15 titles, 
three more than Russia. 
Daniels Hunger (200 indi- 
vidual medley) and Jana 
Henke (800 freestyle) Join 


Van Almsick in defending 
their crowns in Vienna. 


Double Olympic champion 
Alexander Popov defends his 
50 and 100 freestyle titles in a 
powerful Russian squad 
which includes fellow world 
and European champions 
Denis Pankratov and Vladi- 
mir Seikov. 

Pankratov is in great form 
this year and broke the 200 
metres butterfly world record 
in June. Seikov renews his 
rivalry with Martin Lopez- 
Zubero, the U.S.-based Spa- 
niard he deposed as world 
champion in the 200 metres 
backstroke last year. 

Hungarians Norbert Rozsa 
and Karoly Guttler should 
dominate the men’s breast- 
stroke events, in which Bri- 
tain's Nick Gillingham has 
decided to forego the chance 
of a fourth consecutive Euro- 
pean 200 title to concentrate 
on a last bid for Olympic gold 
in 1996. 

Rozsa is world champion at 
both 100 and 200 and beat 
Guttler in both events at the 
Hungarian Championships in 
July, but the 100 metres 
world record Guttler set at 
the last European Cham- 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMM SHARIF 
A TANNAH K1RSCH 


North-South 
deals. 


vulnerable. West 


NORTH 
* A K J 10 

9 Q 

0 A K Q 2 
*6 63 

WEST EAST 

*2 *754 

: A K 10 9 S 3T 4 
v 10 7 4 0 J 9 6 5 3 

* A Q 8 *10 872 

SOUTH 
*Q9863 
7 8 7 6 2 
0 S 

*K J4 
The bidding: 


West 
1 
2 
Pass 


North 

Db! 

2 • 
Pan 


East South 
Pass 1 * 

Pass 4 * 

Pass 


Opening lead: King of V 


BREAK THAT TABLET! 

None of those bridge we 

learned when we started playing the 
game are etched in stone They an 
designed to cover generalities, and 
in the majority of cases they are 
useful guidelines. If there is one that 
is almost inviolable, it's “never 
trump your partner's ace." H.G. 

. Webster's cartoons perfectly cap- 
tured the riotous reacations that fol- 
lowed when this unpardonable sin 
was committed. Yet . 

The auction is noteworthy in two 
respects. Since North hod made a 
takeout double originally, the free 
raise to two spades showed the 
equivalent of a better- than- mini- 
mum opening bid As a result. Sooth 
did not pussyfoot around, but made 
a full-blooded raise to game. 

Sitting East was the late Hekn 
Sobel, the greatest woman player 


the game has known. Her partner 
led the king of hearts and, when that 
won, continued with the ace. 

Most defenders would routinely 
discard on this trick The best West 
could do would be to continue with a 

heart, but declarer would ruff high 
in dummy, «wh two high trumps, 
then discard two clubs on high dia- 
monds. Tberafter, declarer could 
crosatuff b diamond and heart, con- 
cede a dub and claim the balance 
with two high trumps in band. 

Unfortunately, for South. Mrs. 
Sobel was no ordinary defender. It 
was obvious that if the contract 
were to be defeated, the defenders 
would need tricks in dubs. So East 
ignored the axiom and ruffed her 
partner's ace of hearts as on entry 
for a dub shift Two dub inch put a 
quick end to declarer's aspirations. 


World champions set for lucrative Zurich payday 

A . . Ami hours, a 


ZURICH (R) — World 
championship gold medallists 
won a luxury German car for 
their performances in 
Gothenburg but the . business 
of making serious money 
from track and field takes 
place here on Wednesday. 

Some 25 gold medallists 
from the Gothenburg cham- 
pionships that ended on Sun- 
day wul gather in the Swiss 
financial centre for the Welt- 
klasse meeting, the most 
lucrative event in the sport 
with a 55 million budget. 

While winning a world title 
is largely prestige, Zurich 
provides athletes with the big 
money which will help pay 
the mortgage in the next year 
while they devote all their 
time to preparing for the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics. 

The meeting is the richest 
of the golden four series 


which gives out a total of 20 
one-kilo gold bars to athletes 
who win specific events in 
Oslo. Zorich, Brussels and 
Berlin. The prize is worth 
around 5250,000. 

In addition to appearance 
money, there are also cash 
prizes of up to 57,000 for 
winners at each meeting, ho 
Zurich, a world record is 
worth 550,000 plus one kilo 
of gold. 

But the meeting is not all 
about money. Winning in 
Zurich has a great deal of 
sporting significance. There 
are some fascinating show- 
downs on the programme 
which have psychological im- 
portance in the year before 
the Olympics. 

France’s world 400 metres 
champion Marie-Jose Perec 
takes on new world holder 
Kim Batten of the United 


States in the women's 400 
metres hurdles. Perec did not 
run the hurdles event at the 
world championships because 
of injury. 

Mozambique’s Maria 
Mutoia, disqualified from the 
women’s 800 metres in 
Sweden for running out of 
lane, takes on Cuban world 
champion Ana Fidelia Quirot 
over two laps. 

Britain's high hurdler Col- 
in Jackson, who shared the 20 
gold bars with American long 
jumper Mike Powell last 
year, may be fit to face world 
champion Allen Johnson of ' 
the United States, the disci- 
pline's new star. Jackson did 
not defend his 110 metres 
hurdles title in Sweden due to 
injury. 

Britain's Olympic 100 
metres champion Linford 


Christie is also hoping for a 
shot at the new world cham- 
pion Donovan Bailey of 
Canada if he can recover 
from injury in time. 

The 35-year-old Christie, 
whose hopes of defending his 
world title were dashed by a 
hamstring problem, bas 
travelled to Zurich for treat- 
ment with a sports doctor. He 
wants to compete again in 
Europe this summer before 
retiring at the end of the 
season. 

“I’m going to see the doc- 
tor in Zurich and we will 
assess things... I have done 
some light training and will 
not decide until the last mo- 
ment... things are beginning 
to look np,” he said. 

The meeting effectively 
crams the line-ups from nine 
days of world championship 
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Bowed 


sets sights on Atlanta 


BEIJING (AFP) — Chinese 
athletics chiefs and athletes 
pick up the pieces after the 
nation flopped at the World 
Championships in Gothen- 
burg. 

The all-conquering 
Chinese, who grabbed eight 
medals and four titles, second 
only to the USA, at Stuttgart 
in 1993 could manage just 
one medal in Sweden when 
Huang Zhihong picked up 
silver in the women's shot* 
put. 

It was China's worst result 
since it started contesting the 
world championships in Hel- 
sinki in 183. 

Before the Gothenburg 
championships, the official 
line pushed by Chinese athle- 
tics chiefs was that they were 
no more than a training out- 
ing for rising stars ahead of 
the more important Atlanta 
Olympics in 1996. 

The post-championship si- 


lence was perhaps more tell- 
ing. on Monday, the Chinese 
athletics federation declined 
to answer telephone calls 
from the international media. 

The domestic press gave 
low-key coverage to Gothen- 
burg, but showed some dents 
in the Olympic confidence. 

“We were not expecting 
excellent results, we were 
conscious of our weaknesses, 
but this defeat was really too 
much," Han Yongnian, head 
of the Chinese delegation was 
reported as saying. 

“Our athletes lacked ex- 
perience and committed too 
many technical errors.” 

Han also warned coaches 
must shoulder some of .the 
blame. ‘The preparation of 
some of the athletes, the 
javelin throwers for example, 
was not good enough. Tney 
were ready too early in the 
season. 


“The walkers, too, were 
ill-prepared after their World 
Cup victory in April.” 

Days before the end of the 
championships national train- 
er Kan Fuling set alarm bells 
sounding. 

“China is ill-adapted to top 
level competition because 
our athletes lack the technical 
and psychological training 
they must have to compete 
internationally,” Kan was re- 
ported as saying. 

Kan also warned that 
Chinese athletes needed 
more regular exposure to the 
international elite. 

But China may have a new 
weapon to unleash in Atlan- 
ta. 

Confined to barracks, 
super-coach Ma Junren’s di- 
vided army sat out Gothen- 
burg. 

Two years ago in Stuttgart, 
Ma’s stars Wang Junxia, Qu 
Yunxia and Liu Dong 


reigned supreme — winning 
the 1,500m, 3,000m and 
10,000m — and China be- 
came an overnight world 
athletics power. 

After their well-publicised 
split over what Ma did with 
the prize money from Stutt- 
gart and other contests, Ma’s 
new runners in Dalian and 
Wang and her gang will be 
bitter rivals for places on the 
plane to Atlanta. 

Though Ma still has Qu 
Yunxia. the 1993 world 
3,000m champion, little is 
known about his new army of 
young athletes. 

In Shenyang. Wang, world 
record holder over 3,000m 
and 10,000 has her own group 
of runners, including Liu 
Dong, the 1.500m gold medal 
winner in Stuttgart who was 
thrown out of Ma’s team for 
wanting a boyfriend and long 
hair. 


Wang says she trains but 
admits not with the ^ same 
discipline as under Ma s dic- 
tatorial regime. That is one 
reason why she flopped so 
badly at the national cham- 
pionships this year and did 
not get a place in the Gothen- 
burg squad. 

She wants to launch her 
own athletics school but re- 
tains ambitions of winning an 
Olympic medal, the only one 
she has not got in her collec- 
tion. 

Ma has also made Atlanta 
his target. He did not enter 
his new athletes in the nation- 
al championships saying they 
were not ready. 

Few even know their 
names, but Ma promises they 
will be competitive for the 
Olympics. He has thrown 
down die gauntlet. 

The world must wait and 
see if Gothenburg was a tem- 
porary halt in China's reign. 


Who said* what at the World Championships 


GOTHENBURG (AFP) — 
Selection of quotations from 
participants at World Athle- 
tics Championships which 
finished here on Sunday. 

* "I was bom a winner. 
Tm a champion. I was bom 
to run. A lot of people don’t 
want me to win . but they will 
be disappointed.” Former 
world champion Linford 
Christie just before finishing 
sixth . hampered by injury , in 
tbe 100m. 

* "I’m here to talk about 
athletics." Christie after it 
was revealed be bad become 
a grandfather. 

* "I can't become more 
famous than I already am. I 
have nothing to win and ev- 
erything to lose." Christie 
before the 100m final again. 

* "There’s no magical for- 
mula.” Britain’s Jonathan 
Edwards after breaking the 
triple jump world record 
twice in his first two jumps 
before taking gold. 

* "I think training for the 
heptathlon has been good for 
my long jump.” Germany’s 
1993 champion Heike Drech- 
sler before failing to reach 
the last eight in the final. 

* "My big goal is Atlanta. 
If I win there, maybe I will 
learn to drive.” Ethiopian 
Haile Gebreselassie after 
.winning a Mercedes for his 
10,000m victory. 

+ "It was a personal disas- 
ter for me. I have apologised 
to the athletes. ” Competition 
director Carl-Gostav Tolle- 
mar after admitting the 
women’s marathon course 
was 400m short, thus annul- 
ing the times. 

ri “/ wasn’t surprised that 
he broke the record again. If 
you had seen his face after 
the first jump , you knew it 
wasn’t all he had in him. It 
looked so easy — that was 
what was amazing about it. ’ 
Deposed triple jump cham- 
pion Mike Powell on 
Jonathan Edwards’ two 
'world records in his first two 
jumps in the final. 

* "I think if I had got a 
normal start I would have 
won. ” Russian sprinter Irina 
Privalova after starting 0.1 
secs slower than Gwen Torr- 
ence in the 100m final before 


losing by 0.11. 

* "Twenty years ago , 35- 
year-old sprinters were un- 
heard of. Carl and Linford 
would have been back home 
watching the athletics on tele- 
vision. ” United States Track 
and Held (USAF) spokes- 
man Pete Cava on the demise 
of Carl Lewis and Linford 
Christie. 

* T will go on for ever. ” 
Sergey Bubka before bis 
campaign for a fifth consecu- 
tive pole vault crown. 

* “J will continue to cycle 
fo training.” Wilson Kipke- 
ter. the Kenyan-bom Dane, 
after winning the 800m title 
and a car to boot. 

* T didn’t celebrate. I 
didn't have any dreams and I 
didn't have any beers.” 
Double-chasing Michael 
Johnson after winning tbe 
400m title. 

* “My secrets? I don’t 
know — maybe ladies. "Mex- 
ican marathon man Dionido 
Ceron trying to explain the 
reason behind his success. 

* ■“/ dearly beat them. / 
know it in my heart. The 
person who win now can't 
enjoy that. I can’t let it ruin 
my 100m gold medal. ” 
'American Gwen Torrence, 
the 100m winner, after being 
stripped of the 200m title for 
stepping out of her lane. 

* “ She cheated. She ran 
about two metres shorter 
than everybody else and she . 
ran in somebody else’s lane. ” 
Jamaican Merle Ottey after 
being awarded the gold. I 
don’t know if she did it on 
purpose. ” 

* T think I’ll need a lot of 
wisdom now because there 
will be a lot of temptations 
and snares that success will 
bring . that might take me off 
the track of what I really 
want to do — which is to 
glorify God with my life, and 
to be a good husband to be a 
good father. ” Jonathan Ed- 
wards, Britain’s world triple 
champion and world record 
holder. 

* “ I've had a good time at 
Gothenburg. " Michael John- 
son, after taking an unpre- 
cedented 20Q/400m double 
winner. 


* "I think at some point in 
the next few years I’ll take a 
year and just devote myself 
totally to the 100m. ” Johnson 
on bis future. 

* "She cheated. She ran 
about two metres shorter 
than everybody else and she 
ran in somebody else’s lane. ” 
M&rlene Ottey on Gwen 
Torrence’s disqualification 
which banded the Jamaican 
the gold medal. 

* 'Tm very very disturbed 
that Meriene would make 
such a comment. Not as a 
competitor but as a mother. 
I’ve always tried to instil in 
my little boy that you don’t 
have to cheat to get any- 
thing." Torrence on Ottey’s 
accusation. 

* "Parents have to practise 
what they preach, that’s what 
I’ve always believed. I'm 
afraid to call my title boy 
because I don’t want to tell 
him that someone ‘ said bis 
mother cheated to win. ” A 
tearful Torrence on the im- 
plications of Ottey’s com- 
ment. 

* “J work full-time, eight 
hours a day as a marketing 
manager for the Bahamas 
government. I hope they are 
listening to this interview and 
that they'll give me a year off 
with pay so that I can prepare 
for 1996.” Pauline Davis of 
the Bahamas. 400m silver 
medallist. 

* "No more questions ab- 
out Ben Johnson." Donovan 
Bailey. Canada’s new 100m 
world champion. 

* “ I’m studying to be an 
electronics engineer. I put 
wires in my legs." Wilson 
Kipketer. the Kenyan turned 
Dane, reveals the secret of 
his 800m gold. 

* “ When I'm here. I’m 
representing my country — 
not a tribe. On the track. I’m 
not a Hutu, not a Tutsi, I am 
a Burundian. ” — Arthemon 
Hatungimana , Burundi's 
800m silver medallist, on why 
he would not reveal his tribal 
roots. 

* "I think it’s his ability not 
to settle for second place. 
The good old Jamaican atti- 
tude. which of course I have 
as well, coming from there. ” 


Bailey on tbe reason behind 
the success of Linfrod Christ- 
ie. Britain’s Jamaican-born 
Olympic champion. 

* "They don't understand 
athletics and they don’t 
understand tbe pole vault. 
With me having done 6m at 
Sesiriere, if someone wins a 
meet with a 5.80m they will, 
ask ’what’? the deal?, what’s 
wrong?’" Okkert Brits, tbe 
South African pole vaulter . 
on the high expectations of 
South African fans. 

* “It's not like running. 
Tm not Michael Johnson or 
Carl Lewis, Tm just pole 
vaulting. ” Sergey Bubka on 
the reasons for his longevity 
at the top after winning a fifth 
world title. 

* "If the world record be- 
longed to someone else, I 
could do, say, 6.20m. It 
would be different. Some- 
times it’s tough to be alone. ” 
Bubka on tbe problem of 
having no real competition. 

* “/ want her not to com- 
pete in the heptathlon. If she 
does. I’m going home and I 
won’t coach her anymore." 
Bobby Kersee’s ultimatum to 
his wife Jackie Joyper-Kersee 
before the American athlete 
bowed out of her speciality 
discipline. 

* "We don’t plan it tike 
that. In the last lap, whoever 
is strong can go for it. "Moses 
Kiptanui, with a third 3,00m 
steeplechase world title, de- 
nying that Kenya’s pre-race 
team tactics went as far as 
deciding who would win. 

* "My federation said be- 
fore the championships that I 
would get the same car as the 
winner if I finished in the 
medals.” Saudi Arabia's 
Sa 'ad Shaddad Al-Asmari on 
why he wasn’t disappointed 
at coming third in the 3.000m 
steeplechase and missing out 
on the winner’s Mercedes 
Benz. 

* "If I don't win, it'll be 
because I made a technical 
mistake." Mike Marsh, tbe 
200m Olympic champion, 
speaking before the 100m fin- 
al. 

* "I made a mistake. ” 
Marsh afterwards. 

* "It took willpower, sacri- 


Kenya’s ex-coach blames successors for poor show 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenya’s 
former chief athletics coach 
Mike Kosgei blamed the cur- 
rent coaches and officials on 
Monday for the country's 
poor showing at the World 
Championships. 

“Poor tactics and bad 
administration caused the de- 
bacle," said Kosgei who was 
sacked amid controversy in 
May. "The coaches accom- 
panying the team are wholly 
to blame for putting unneces- 
sary pressure on these fine 
athletes. 

“I am surprised the 
coaches allowed some 


athletes to go to Europe for 
meetings so close to the 
championships instead of 
training at home, where they 
would keep a close watch.” 

Kenya, competing without 
many of their big names, won 
only two gold medals at the 
Gothenburg World Cham- 
pionships which ended on 
Sunday. 

“Team members were not 
told to take the 800 semis 
seriously,” added Kosgei. 
“They were told to reserve 
strength for finals, which of 
course you do not get to 
unless you win the semi.” 

Ironically, the 800 metres 


fw 


Id went to Kenyan-Bom 
llson Kipketer, now com- 
peting for Denmark. 

“In a major championship 
it is not each athlete on his or 
her own. It is the team. 
Everyone must aim at that 
goal, winning for the team. It 
is that concept the team for- 
got.” said Kosgei. 

Kosgei was considered the 
most successful long-distance 
coach in the world following 
a decade of world cross coun- 
try success but was dismissed 
for criticising the Kenya 
Amateur Athletics Associa- 
tion (KAAA). 

Kenyan newspapers over- 


whelmingly agreed with 
Kosgei's assessment of the 
championships. 

“Such is the history of 
maladministration in Kenyan 
athletics, what is needed now 
is an immediate, wide- 
ranging investigation that will 
pinpoint just what is going 
wrong,” said the East Afri- 
can newspaper. 

The East African Standard 
said in an editorial: “Kenya's 
golden days, it seems, have 
come to a tarnished end. 
Gothenburg has clearly 
shown that what the Kenyan 
contingent lacked was man- 


agement. 
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fice and determination to get 
back here. But if I hadn't 
been able to run at the level I . 
had before the accident, I 
would not have come back at 
'all.” Cuba’s Ana Hdelio. 
Quirot, badly scarred . but 
competing at the top again 
ater nearly being homed to 
depjh in a domestic incident.- 
in;jpnuary 1993. . • • - 

* “Look. Tve still got tbe 
same laughing eyes. Tm still 
the same woman.” Quirot 
again. 

* “It’s not something I 
worry about. I’m ready to 
race them. I was dis- 
appointed I never got a 
chance to race against them 
after Stuttgart because I 
don’t think they're at the 
same level." Sonia O'Snlii- 
van, the first Irishwoman to 
win a world title, on tbe 
Chinese runners who left her 
behind at the last world 
championships. 

* "Pedroso’s a nice guy. 
He doesn't speak much En - 

f lish and I don’t speak much 
panish, so there is a lan- 
guage harrier. But we see in 
each other’s eyes that we’re 
friends. ” Mike Powell , . 
American long jump world 
record holder on Cuba's new 
world champion and would- 
be world record holder Ivan 
Pedroso. 

* "We have the same tech- 
nique. The only different is 
.that I have a better take-off 
and I’m younger — sol don’t 
take it so seriously. ’’ Pedroso 
on Powell. 

• . 

W “From the baton ex- 
changes we have done over 
the past week, everything 
looks very good. I think that 
the USA are going to have 
the best exchanges they’ve 
ever had. It’ll be a little sur- 
prise For the rest of tbe 
world. ” Jon Drummond on 
the U.S. men’s 4x100m relay 
team, 24 hours before the 
event. 

* Experience is ahoirt 
making a mistake and today I 
learned something Drum- 
mond after failing to hand the 
baton over to Theo McCall. 

* * P u t my hand back, it 

never came. Tbe rest is his- 
tory." McCall. 
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Sports 


Wheaton, 
Pioline ousted 
from 

RCA tourney 


INDIANAPOLIS (R)~ Two 
of the six seeds in action on 
the first day of the $1.04 
million RCa Cham- 
pionships. llth-seedcd 
American David Wheaton 
and Itith-seeded Cedric 
Pioline of France, were first- 
round casualties on Monday. 

The SSth-ranked Wheaton 
was a victim of too many 
unforced errors in his 7-6 
(8-6) 6-4 loss to 36rh-ranked 
Renzo Furlan of Italy. Fur- 
lan. who was 50th-ranked last 
week, moved up in the rank- 
ings because of a quarter- 
final showing at the ATP 
championship. 

- "lam playing very well and 
am very happy for what I did 
last week." Furlan said. "I 
think I am in good shape." 

The 44th- ranked Pioline 
fell to !5(ith-nmked wildcard 
emrvTim Henman of Britain 
6-7 (5-7) 6-3 7-6 (7-2). 

Four weds moved into the 
second round Monday — 
IGth-seeded Jonas Bjorkman 
of Sweden, 12rh-seeded 
Bernd Karbacher of Ger- 
many. 14th-sceded Guy 
Forger of France and I5(h- 
seeded Brett Steven of New 
Zealand. 

The top eight seeds, led by 
second- ranked Pete Sampras, 
seventh-ranked Goran Iva- 
nisevic of Croatia, ninth- 
ranked Wayne Ferriera of 
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David Wheaton 

South Africa and 13th- 
c anted Thomas Enqvi&i of 
Sweden, all. received first- 
round byes. 

The "first set of the 
Wheaton-Pioline match was a 
dead heat and went the dis- 
tance. There were four early 
minibreaks, but the players 
were nip-and-tuck until 6-6 in 
the tiebreaker. Furlan won 
the set when Wheaton netted 
a backhand on the final 
point. 

The only service break in 
the match came in the last 
game. Furlan capitalised on 
his third match point with a 


winning backhand crosscourt 
return. 

"He played pretty Consis- 
tently and 1 made a ton of 
unforced errors," Wheaton 
admitted, calling attention to 
his 33 errors. "That was the 
story of the match." 

Pioline, a finalist at the 
1993 U-S. Open and a 
quarter-finalist at this year's 
Wimbledon, couldn't handle 
the heat wave that is blanket- 
ing the midwest. 

"It was very hot and I fell 
tike I couldn't move like nor- 
mal." Pioline said- "I was 
slower and my opponent 
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NEW HAVEN (AP) — 
Malivai Washington used 
powerful serves and pinpoint 
baseline play to beat Andrei 
Chesnokov 6-3, 6-1 in an 
opening-round match Mon- 
day in the Volvo Internation- 
al. 

Washington, seeded 12th, 
got his second straight victory 
over Chesnokov, who was 
one of the highest ranked 
non-seeded players in the 
tournament. Washington 
prevailed on clay earlier this 
year in Germany. 

The hardcourt of the Volvo 
has been kind to Washington 
in the past. He readied tWe 
final:? in 19% and the quarter-^ 
finals last year. Chesnokbv’s' * 
solid baseline game kept the 
right-handed Washington at 
bay for most of the match, 
not allowing him to rush the 
net. Instead, he attacked 
from the service line. 

"I’ve been working on my 
serve. I’ve always felt that 
when I'm serving good, 
things are going to go well for 
me," Washington said. 

He fired six aces, the last 
two in the final game and one 
of the shortest of the match. 
The last two aces flew by the 
tiring Chesnokov at 115 and 
117 mph. 

"When you can get some 
free points on your serve, it 
makes things a lot easier," 
said the 26- year-old Flori- 
dian. 

Chesnokov won his only 
game of the second set by 
prevailing in a seven- deuce 
game that included long vol- 
leys and a deft display of ball 
placement from Washington 
that even had the Russian 
applauding. 

Washington's second 
round match will be against 
either Nicolas Pereira of 
Venezuela or Adrian Voinea 
of Romania. 

In the other match involv- 
ing a seed, No^ 10 Paul 
Haarhuis of the Netherlands 
beat Andrei Olhovskiy 7-6 
(7-2), 6-3. Haarhuis wilt meet 
either Jim Grabb or Byron 
Black in the second round. 

Haarhuis broke serve in 
the second game of the 
second set, then held serve in 
the third game after facing 
two break points. 

Olhovskiy finally got a ser- 
vice break in the seventh 
game only to give it back in 
the eighth, allowing Haarhuis 
to serve for the match. 

In another notable match, 
1990 Volvo champion Der- 
rick Rostagno, who has play- 
ed only one tournament since 
undergoing IS months of re- 
habilitation for an elbow in- 
jury, beat Michael Joyce 5-7. 
6*4, 6-4. 

■•I'm just as motivated as I 
always was." said Rostagno, 



Malivai Washington 

who last played in the Lrpton 
Challenge in March. "I know 
chat I’ve won a lot of matches 
on that court, and if I just 
play my game I can get 
through a few matches.” 
The top eight seeds in rhe 
field, which features six of 
the top 11 players in the 
world, including Andre 
Agassi and defending cham- 


pion Boris Becker, received 
first-round Byes. 

Before the opening round 
began, tournament officials 
announced that Pilot Pen 
Corp. of America will replace 
Volvo cars of North America 
as title sponsor. 

Volvo decided to end its 
23-year partnership with the 
tournament, the longest run- 


ning in Tennis in North Amer- 
ica. as part of a strategy to 
focus more on regional 
events. 

Pilot Pen, a penmaker 
based in nearby Trumbull, 
signed a five-year contract, 
beginning in 1996. Neither 
company nor tournament 
officials would disclose the 
value of the deal. 


HOT CHICKEN WINGS ^ 

Al-Gardens Sf. \ 

^^Tel. 601058 

CHICKEN WINGS 

* SPICY CHICKEN TIKKAj 
* INDIAN BIRYANI * MIX GRILL MEAT'l 
ENJOY IT WITH B0URY BREAD HI I 



European Soccer Championships 

Scotland and France require wins 


played good." 

Henman successfully broke 
Pinline's serve on all six 
opportunities — the sixth and 
eighth games of the first set, 
the fifth, seventh, and ninth 
games of the second set, and 
the second game of the third 
set. 

Pioline managed to break 
Henman's serve on four of 
nine opportunities. 

“It was a bonus to get a 
wildcard here and I was very 
happy to take the opportun- 
ity." Henman said. "Once 1 
got my chances, 1 was able to 
take them." 


Washington advances at Volvo International 


PARIS (AFP) — ■ The European league season may barely 
be under way but international football returns with a 
vengeance this week as Scotland and France join the ranks 
of teams needing a home win to boost their hopes of 
reaching the European Soccer Championship finals in 
England next year. 

Scotland lie third in Group B behind surprise packages 
Finland and favourites Russia. They entertain Greece, who 
started strongly, belying their embarrassing 2994 World 
, Cup finals performance, but have since toppled from the 
qualifying positions. They gained a suspect 1-0 win over 
Scotland last year but even with their players on a $30,000 
vyin bonus and their manager under pressure to come up 
with an improved performance, Scotland should prevail. 

Scotland will be without targetman Duncan Ferguson 
who has withdrawn injured while Rangers goalkeeper 
Andy Goram has put his club's European Cup match a 
week later above his country's hopes. 

Coach Craigh Brown has veterans Jim Leighton and Ally 
McCoist to replace Goram and Ferguson respectively. 
Leighton should definitely start while McCoist, only 
recently returned from a spate of injuries, will probably 
start on the bench. 

A Scotland win and a draw between Finland and Russia 
in Scandinavia would be an enormous boost for their 
chances of qualifying for a second successive cham- 
pionships. 

Finland are strongest up front, boasting Ari Uunanen, 
European Cup winners Ajax's leading scorer, and English 
Premiership newboys Bolton Wanderers strikere Mixu 
Paarelainen. However. Russia are unbeaten thus far in one 
of the weakest groups and are the top scorers with 18 goals. 

France, meanwhite. will want to beat the resurgent Poles 
in group 1 to ensure they remain on course for the finals. 
They have failed to qualify for the lost two World Cups and 
their disappointing performance in Sweden at the last 
European championships reflected a decline from their 
great team from the 80s. 

That team won the 1984 European Chapionship thanks 
to an exuberant defence marshalled by Maxime Bossis and 
a midfield that ranks as one of the greatest the world has 
t ver seen. Pint-sized Alain Giresse, the lithe swerving skills 
of Jean Tigana, the forcefulness and heart of Luis 
Fernandez and the vision of Michel Platini made it a 
championships to remember. 

Though the French still possess quality players such as 
Eric Cantona and Newcastle’s David Ginola. the whole has 


never added up to the sum of their parts. 

They have only scored six goals in six games, four of 
those against Slovakia, and are fighting with Poland and 
their World Cup nemesis Israel for second place as the 
Romanians are seven points dear. 

The Same night the two bottom placed teams Azerbaijan 
and Slovakia meet with the former seeking their first point. 
So expea an 11 man defence against an II man attack. 

Defending European champions Denmark have failed ro 
build on their success of 1992, losing out on World Cup 

3 Unification by a single goal. This campaign has been 
isappointing and with Spain looking a shoo in for first 
spot, the Danes must beat Armenia in Group 2 convincing- 
ly to improve their goal difference over major rivals 
Belgium. 

Denmark will be hoping to reward their coach Richard 
Moller-Nielsen who retires next year with one last success- 
ful qualification. 

Switzerland have continued to impress after their good 
World Cup last year and a win over a poor Iceland in 
Group 3 should ensure that they make the finals next year, 
although they have still to play Sweden away in September. 

Their midfield bears a strong Bayern Munich influence 
with long-haired maestro Alain Sutter and new recruit 
Ciriaca Sforza providing a skillful and dangerous service to 
their front men. Sadly for Switzerland, one half of their 
strike force — German champions Borussia Dortmund's 
Siephane Chapuisar — is still out injured so much will rest 
on Adrian Knup. 

The Republic of Ireland will be desperately hoping that 
miracles occur in the Baltic state of Latvia. In group 6 they 
take on Austria, who like Poland have appeared to wake 
up, and their 3-1 defeat of Jack Charlton's team in June 
places them rather than the faltering Irish in pole position. 

Portugal, who suffered their only defeat in the group at 
Lansdowne Road, should prove that was a minor blip and 
thrash little Liechtenstein to further enhance the belief that 
they, along with Croatia, will be the surprise packages in 
the finals next year. 

Norway play the Czech Republic at home in Group 5 and 
a win would see the ever improving Scandinavians qualify. 
The Czechs, though in a tight tussle with the Dutch for the 
second spot, will want to take at least a point to place 
added pressure on the men from Tulip alley. 

Estonia and Lithuania fight out the battle of the Blatics 
in Group 4 with the Lithuanians odds on to defeat the 
Estonians who are pointless thus far. 


McCall cleared to fight Bruno 


LONDON (AP) — WBC 
heavyweight champion Oliv- 
er McCall escaped a fine 
Monday for saying he hoped 
to inflict serious damage on 
Frank Bruno in their Sept. 2 
title fight. 

The British Boxing Board 
of Control cleared the Amer- 
ican of any offense and said 
the fight could go ahead as 
scheduled at Wembly sta- 
dium. 

McCall had threatened to 
fly home immediately if he 
received any fine. He did not 
appear at the hearing but was 
represented by promoter 
Frank Warren. ’ 

•The board listened to the 
representations made on his 
behalf and will not take an) 
further action," BBC 
general secretary John Mor- 
ris said. "It's accepted that 
the statements he made were 
open to misinterpretation. 


We have accepted the ex- 
planation given on his behalf 
and he will be permitted to 
box here." 

McCall made bis con- 
troversial remarks shortly af- 
ter arriving in England two 
weeks ago to prepare for the 
Bruno fight. 

He had vowed 
"vengeance" against Bruno 
for the serious Brain injuries 
suffered by his close friend 
Gerald McClellan in a WBC 
super-middleweight bout in 
London in .February. 

"I’ll take him (Bruno) out 
and try to do for him what he 
(Benn) did to my friend 
Gerald," McCall was quoted 
as saying. 

Some papers quoted 
McCall as saying he would 
turn Bruno into a "veget- 
able." 

The next day, McCall 
claimed the remarks were 


blown out of proportion and 
said he harbored no ill feel- 
ings toward Bruno. Last 
week. Bruno offered to pay 
any fine to ensure the fight 
goes ahead. 

"McCaU never said he was 
turning Frank Bruno into a 
vegetable, which was the 
back page lead seen in a few 
newspapers." Warren said. 

Warren acknowledged that 
McCall did say he would do 
to Bruno what Benn did to 
McClellan. . 

"But what he meant to say 


and what he went on to 
emphasise was that he was 
going to knock him out and ■ 
not put him in hospital or 
turn him into a vegetable," 
the promoter said. “Unfortu- 
nately, that's what people 
wanted to read into it.” 
Meanwhile, the British 
board fined former WBO 
super-middleweight cham- 
pion Chris Eiibank 5.00(3 
pounds (S8.000) for com- 
ments about current chant'-, 
pion Steve Collins, his oppo- 
nent in a title rematch Sept: • 
9. 


FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Most elegant first floor 300 sq.m, near Chilean 
Embassy, 3 bedrooms (one master) with air- 
conditioning, central heating, telephone, satellite 
dish, Jacuzzi bath. Rent negotiable, furnished or 
unfurnished. 

For more details caff 828391 


SPACIOUS FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, dining and living room, central 
heating & telephone installed. Excellent location 
between 3rd and 4th Circles. 

Call 642922 afternoon 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A 3 bedroom super deluxe furnished apartment is 
ready for annual rent. Which contains the 
following: * Telephone. * 2 T.V. & 1 Video sets. 

* Refrigerator, washing & drying machine. 

* Parking lot. * * Separate utilities. 

If interested call 644439 from 3 to 6 p.m. 


BABEL SUPERMARKET 


Just, arrived a large varieties of Chinese 
food, noodles, vermicelli, sauces and 
dried mushrooms 

You are most welcome 
Jabal Lwebdeh, behind the French 
Cultural Centre near the Circle 
Tel. 622408 - P.O.Box 9999 - Amman Fax 646983 


Buy ONE lunch 
and get the other 
FREE. 

13 m fcf\am 

RESTAURANT 





V 

serin. 

INTER-COSTIVE NTaL 

JOUMK 

f Offer valid at either of the above restaurants 
with this coupon through August 1995 1 


A brand new luxury building is available for rent 
with the following specifications: 

The building consists of six flats distributed as follows: 

• A basement flat with 160m 2 area. 

• Two flats on the ground floor with 200m 2 area each. 

• Two flats on the first floor with 200m 3 area each. 

• A roof flat with 220m J . 

Oak kitchen cabinets are available to all flats. 

Lift is available, parking is available to all flats and in 
addition a satellite connection is available as well. 

Location: Abdoun, 300m to the south of the American 
Embassy on the main road. 

If interested: Please contact the following-number; 

Tel: 821047 (From 10.00AM-2.00PM) 

& (From 6.00PM-8.00PM). 
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CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PfflMIDELPHW 

. Meryl Streep with 

Kevin Bacon & David Slrathaim in 

The River 
Wild 

■ Shows: 1230, 130, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL: 699238 CINEMA TEL:677420 

PLffZJI CONCORD 

Nabila Obeid & concord “i- n 

Yousef Sha’aban... in Ninja Turtles 3 

Shows: 1230.330 

Huda an & H.E. ****** 

, &akhit and Adjleh 

th 6 Minister snows 0.0:15.10:45 

CONCORD “2” 

SPEED 

Shows: 3:30, 5:30, 1 1 


, (Arabic) 

Shows 1230, 3:15. 5, 6:45. B30, 1030 


pUfOOfl THEHTRi 

TEL: 6 18274 - 618275 

MUSA H1JAZIN 
“sumaa 1 " 

IN 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh 


ffaM m Madrid Thaatra 

TEL:675571 

Presents 

KABARET 

Abeerlssa 
Ghassan Mashini 

with Amer khamash, Khalil 
Jahmani, Mohammad Hussein! 

and Issaxn A1 Hartbali 
The theatre doses on Monday 
Performances start at 8:30 p.m 


Nabil & Hlsham's Tel:625 1 55 

THE6TRE 

presents 

(Ahlan Tat bee’) 
Welcome 
Normalisation 

Shows start at 8:30 p.m. 
j For reservation please call 
tel. 625155 Amman 
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Egyptian workers describe 
Libyan clampdown on them 


AL SALOUM, Egypt (R) — ■ 
Egyptian workers crossing 
out of Libya say they expea 
authorities to expel 
thousands more foreigners 
before a clampdown on illeg- 
al immigrants there ends. 

Security officials at AJ- 
Saloum crossing point be- 
tween Egypt and Libya, 700 
kilometres west of Cairo, said 
on Monday that 3,000-3,500 
Egyptian workers bad been 
thrown out since Aug. 3. The 
flow continued this week, but 
at a slower rate, they said. 

Offitials and the expelled 
workers said the clampdown 
was concentrated on Libya’s 
central region, which in- 
dudes the dties of Sirte, Mis- 
ratah and Zlitan. 

An Arab diplomat based in 
Libya told Reuters he be- 
lieved the Libyan decision 
was related to protests he 
said took place there in June. 
Libyan authorities held Mus- 
lim militants responsible, and 
Egyptians and Sudanese were 
reportedly involved. 

Ismail Khalaf, an engineer 
at a steel factory in Misratah, 
said the rumour among work- 
ers was that armed Libyan, 
Egyptian and Sudanese mili- 
tants had been seized. 

Hundreds of Palestinians 
were also expelled during the 
same period. They often re- 


main stranded for days be- 
tween the Egyptian-Libyan 
borders until they get the 
approval of both Israel and 
Egypt to be sent to the self- 
rule area of Gaza. 

Inshirah, a Palestinian 
woman with six children, said 
she was stranded for three 
days. Palestinians are loaded 
in buses and taken directly to 
Gaza, nearly 1.000 
kilometres away.- 

Egyptian workers said Li- 
byan police raided their 
houses in early August and 
ordered them to leave within 
48 hours. 

Gamal Abdullah, 32, said 
he was taken from his house 
with others to tbe police sta- 
tion, and then to A1 Khar- 
ouba square in Misratah 
where workers were loaded; 
in buses to return to Egypt. 

Mr. Abdullah added that 
many Egyptian workers had 
also returned home of their 
own accord when news of the 
clampdown spread. 

Egyptian officials led by 
Manpower Minister Ahmad 
A1 Amawi are in Libya to 
discuss the expelled workers' 
entitlements and to set a new 
framework for Egyptian 
workers in Libya. 

There are no official fi- 
gures for Egyptian workers in 
Libya, but Egyptian officials 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Iran to free 100 Iraqi prisoners-of-war 

TEHRAN ((AFP) — Iran said Tuesday it would free 100 
Iraqi prisoners-of-war (PoWs) to mark the anniversary of 
the birth of the Prophet Mohammad, state radio reported. 
Iran’s leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, also commander of 
its armed forces, took the decision to free the Iraqis for the 
anniversary which is celebrated Tuesday in Shiite Muslim- 
Iran, Tehran Radio said. The prisoners issue is a key 
obstacle to the restoration of ties between Iran and Iraq 
following their 1980-1988 war. The twO neighbours said in ! 
June they were ready to resolve the issue of PoWs and a 
delegation from the Iraqi Red Crescent travelled to Iran on 
June 18 to discuss it .with Iranian officials. But both 
countries regularly accuse the other of blocking exchanges 
of prisoners. Baghdad claims to have released all Iranian 

E risoners. but Tehran insists at least 5,000 are still being 
eld in Iraq. 

U.S., Turkey sign anti-narcotics agreement 

ANKARA (AFP) — The United States and Turkey signed 
Tuesday a $370,000 agreement to fight drugtrafficking, 
continuing a joint effort begun 15 years ago. The Narcotics 
Assistance Fund will go to provide training and-equipment 
for the Turkish police’, and to reinforce Turkish customs 
investigations and prevention of drug smuggling. The two 
countries have been working together to fight drugtraffick- 
ing, and the United States has extended $10 million toward 
that end since 1980, according to U.S. officials. The new 
agreement was signed by James Holmes, U.S. charge 
d'affaires here and Gun Gur from the Turkish Foreign 
Ministry. 

Tehran accuses S. Arabia of refusing pilgrims 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran accused Saudi Arabia on 
Tuesday of refusing to allow Iranians to travel to the 
kingdom to conduct the “lesser pilgrimage,'' state radio 
reported. The Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance 
said officials at the Saudi embassy in Tehran “refuse to 
respond to requests for visas” by Iranian pilgrims. Saudi 
Arabia allows 70,000 Iranians to make the main annual 
pilgrimage. In 1991 ah accord also allowed Iran to send 
3,000 pilgrims every month for the Umra or lesser 
pilgrimage. 

Fighting reported in north Afghanistan 

KABUL (AFP) — Fresh fighting has erupted between 
forces loyal to Afghan President Burhanuddin Rabbani and 
rival Uzbek militia in northern Afghanistan, Kabul officials 
said Tuesday. There is fighting in Khuram-o-Sarbagh 
district in Samangan province, a Defence Ministry spokes- 
man said, claiming some territorial “gains’.* against troops 
of Uzbek General Abdul Rashid Dostum. Analysts said an 
offensive by pro-Rabbani forces in Samangan was- 
apparently aimed at seizing territory where they could cut 
Gen. Dostum's supply line to his troops, who were 
attempting to capture the Salang Highway tunnel. The 
Uzbeks have been trying for the past four weeks to capture 
the strategic Salangh Highway tunnel, located in the Hindu 
Kush Mountain range north of Kabul, and held by 
pro-Rabbani forces. The spokesman said that by engaging, 
the rivals in Samangan, the government forces had been 
able to “weaken” Gen. Dostum's pressure on the Salang 
Tunnel. He said no change had occurred in the military 
situation in the Salang Tunnel battlefront. 

12 Egyptians tried to burn down church 

CAIRO (AFP) — Police, arrested 12 villagers in north 
Egypt for trying to bum down a church in revenge for a 
quarrel between a Christian and a Muslim family over 
cattle that left seven dead and 18 injured, police said 
Tuesday .-The 12 Muslims were arrested on Monday as they 
attempted to set fire to the church with gasoline in 
Demi ana village, 158 kilometres north of Cairo, police 
said. Police, meanwhile, continued their investigations into 
the row in Demiana on Sunday between the family of a 
Muslim truck driver and that of a Christian doaor over the 
price of transporting cattle. Their argument turned into a 
shootout in which seven Christians were killed and 18 
.Muslims injured, the Interior Ministry said in a statement. 

Settler opens fire at Palestinians 

EL BIREH (AFP) — An Israeli settler fired off his pistol 
late Monday to scare off a Palestinian wedding party that 
was blocking his car near here, police said. The settler, a 
recent immigrant from the former Soviet Union, was 
driving with nis family to the neart>y settlement of Kochav 
Yaacov when he was blocked for almost two hours by a 
convoy of Palestinian vehicles slowing following a young 
married couple, police said. The settler and his son wee 
detained by Israeli police for questioning. The spokesman 
for the council of settlements of Judea-Samaria and Gaza, 
Aharon Domb, said that the settler “was attacked with 
stones and a Palestinian car deliberately drove into the 
back of his vehicle several times." “Feeling in danger, he 
fired off his pistol, hitting one of the cars,” Mr. Domb said 
in statement. The incident came a day after Jewish settlers 
shot dead a Palestinian during a protest over land rights on 
the West Bank. 


put the number at nearly a 
million. 

Following the opening of 
the border in 1992, Egyptians 
flocked to Libya to try their 
luck, many without contracts. 

But border controls were 
reimposed last year to catch 
criminals and stop a flood of 
cheap Libyan goods into 
Egypt. 

“The atmosphere is terri- 
ble and there is no work 
anymore,” said Sal ah Soker, 
a carpenter expelled from 
Zlitan. “The arrests continue 
and more people are ex- 
pected to return,'* he added. 

Saeed Ahmad, another 
worker, said Libyans have 
also put up dozens of check- 
points on the road between 
the Egyptian border and 
Benghazi, the first major city 
on tiie road. 

“We now feel that we are 
not wanted there. I wish con- 
ditions (in Egypt) improve so 
that we don’t have to go 
through all this trouble.” said 
Ibrahim Mohammad. 

Brigadier Ibrahim Anwar, 
bead of A1 Saloum crossing, 
said at least 5,000 Egyptians 
and Libyans move daily be- 
tween the two countries. 
“This figure is very low. A 
year ago, the numbers were 
much higher, almost 15,000,” 
he said. 

U.N. plans 
impressive 
summit 

UNITED NATIONS 
(AFP) — Over 100 heads 
of state and 41 prime minis- 
ters — including U.S. Pres- 
ident Bill Ginton and Rus- 
sia's Boris Yeltsin — will 
attend the U.N. “super 
summit” in October to * 
mark the U.N.'s 50tb 
anniversary. 

The extraordinary ses- 
sion of the U.N. General 
Assembly which will serve 
as the culmination of 50th 
anniversary celebrations, 
will bring together repre- 
sentatives from all 185 
member states. . 

A total of 104 heads of 
state, four vicc-presideiits, 
and 41 prime ministers 
have confirmed their parti- 
cipation, the U.N. press 
office said. 

Bur two months before 
the session is to take place 

— Oct. 22 to 24 — the 
unprecedented meeting is 
turning out to be protocol 
headache for U.N. offi- 
cials. 

There are breakfasts, 
lunches and dinners as well 
as diplomatic receptions on 
the programme. There is 
also a concert by the New 
York Philharmonic. 

To cap the summit, the 
leaders are supposed to 
adopt a “50th Anniversary 
Declaration,” to mark the 
birth of the world body on 
Oa. 24, 1945. 

Each of the leaders is to 
speak for five minutes dur- 
ing the six morning and 
evening sessions schedued 
over the three days. 

Mr. Ginton, as head of 
the host nation, will open 
the first morning session on 
Oa. 22 and Mr. Yeltsin 
and Cuban President Fidel 
Castro are also to speak 
that day. 

- French President Jacques 
Chirac as well as his South 
African counterpart Nelson 
Mandela, China's Jiang 
Zemin, and British Prime 
Minister John Major hve 
also confirmed their parti- 
cipation, according to an 
initial U.N. list. 

Among those who will 
not be making the scene 
are the “bad boys" of the 
United Nations Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, Li- 
byan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi and Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic. 

The three countries are 
under international sanc- 
tions'. 

. The- anniversary celebra- 
tion will take place during 
the regular General 
■Assembly session which 
officially kicks off Sept. 19. 

Some diplomats here are 
concerned the anniversary 
celebration might oversha- 
dow the regular General 
Assembly debate session 
which is to begin Sept. 25 in 
which the heads of state 
normally participate. 

Many of the leaders ex- j 
pected in New York for the 
Goober session might not 
be able to make the 
September session. 

A series of events were , 
held in June in San Francis- 
co to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the signing' 
of the U.N. Charter. 



NEW ARRIVALS: Two Palestinians policemen embrace as they enter 
the Gaza Strip as via the Rafah crossing from Egypt on Tuesday to 
serve with the Palestinian National Authority (PNA). About 170 
Palestinian policemen trained in Algeria arrived Tuesday to join the 
PNA force (AFP photo) ; 


Oklahoma blast suspects 
plead innocent in court 


OKLAHOMA CITY (AFP) 
— The two main suspects 
charged in the April bombing 
of a federal building in Okla- 
homa that killed 168 people 
and stunned the country 
pleaded innocent Tuesday. 

Timothy McVeigh and 
Terry Nichols were charged 
Friday on 11 federal anti- 
terrorism counts for the April 
19 bombing — the deadliest 
terrorist act in the United 
States — and could face the 
death penalty. 

“Sir, I pleaded not guilty,” 
McVeigh, 28, told the judge, 
quietly when asked for ms 
plea. 

“Your honour, 1 am inno- 
cent,” Mr. Nicholas, 40, told 
the magistrate at a separate 
hearing. 

Lesser charges have been 
filled against a third friend, 
Michael Forter, who struck a 
deal to testify for the pro- 
secution. 

But after a long investiga- 
tion of links to right-wing 
militias, authorities con- 
cluded they did not have 
enough evidence to charge 
others in the bombing. 

One federal official has 
said privately that the attack 
was probably not the result of 
a vast right-wing conspiracy 
as some had believed- but the 


work of as many as Bye dis- 
gruntled individuals. 

“The grand jury found- 
probably cause to believe 
that there are others in- 
volved. We will continue the 
investigation,” Prosecutor 
Joseph Hartzler said Friday. 

Attorney General Janet 
Reno said last week in 
Washington that the govern- 
ment dropped charges of pos- 
session of destructive mate- 
rials against James Nichols, 
the brother of Terry Nichols 
who was taken into custody 
in Michigan early in the in- 
vestigation. 

“We will pursue every lead 
based on the evidence. But 
we have charged everyone 
involved that we have evi- 
dence of at this point,” Ms. 
Reno said. 

The truck bombing at the 
Alfred Murrah federal build- 
ing stunned the country when 
it emerged that the worst 
such attack in U.S. history 
was a home-grown conspira- 
cy. It also fuelled speculation 
of a vast conspiracy against 
the government. 

The indictment does not 
specify a motive, but officials 
have said Mr. McVeigh was 
angry over the 1993 ailt dis- 
aster at Waco, Texas. The 
bombing took place on the 


two-year anniversary of the 
assault and fire that ended in 
the deaths of at least 85 peo- 
ple. 

The indictments, include 
11 counts, including conspira- 
cy to U.S. weapons of mass 
destruction, the use of a truck 
bomb to kill people, des- 
troying federal properly with 
loss of life and the murder of 
eight federal officials. 

Mr. Fortier, 26, pleaded 
guilty Thursday to charges 
that cany a maximum sent- 
ence of 23 years in prison, 
including concealing know- 
ledge of the crime from 
police and several weapons 
charges. 

Attorneys for both defen- 
dants have said they would 
push for separate trials in a 
venue away from Oklahoma 
Gty. 

Mr. Veigfa, a Gulf war 
veteran, and Mr. Nichols met 
in the army and formed a 
friendship based on a shared 
animosity of the federal gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Veigh drove a rented 
truck loaded with a fertiliser 
and fuel oil bomb to Oklaho- 
ma Gty and detonated it 
outside the federal building, 
which was destroyed by the 
blast and later demolished, 
authorities ^allege. _ . 


Israel 
probes 
killing 
of PoWs 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Israel’ 5 
foreign ministry asked the 
army Tuesday to investigate a 
retired Israeli general’s asser- 
tion that he and another 
officer executed 49 Egyptian 
prisoners of war (PoWs) dur- 
ing the 1956 Middle East war. 

The foreign ministry s 
move came after Egypt de- 
manded that Israel investi- 
gate the matter. 

The killings were disclosed 
when Arye Biro, a ratirtd 
Israeli general, told Israeli 
media earlier this month that 
he ordered the prisoners shot 
to death during the October 
1956 campaign in Egypt s 
Sinai desert. 

Mr. Biro, then a company 
commander, said he had re- 
ceived orders to move south 
in the Sinai but lacked troops 
to guard the prisoners, and 
feared that if he released 
them they would inform the 
Egyptian army of his move- 
ments. 

Mr. Biro said he and a 
lieutenant carried out the ex- 
ecutions. 

A foreign ministry official 
said the army had been asked 
to look into the matter and. 
inform the ministry of the 
results of its investigation. 

Asked for his reaction to 
the foreign ministry request, 
Mr. Biro said “The array must 
decide what to do,” his 
daughter Hanna told the 
Associated Press on Tuesday. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said: “1 prefer at this 
stage not to comment. I re- 
gret things that have been 
said so far, and I won’t add 
anything to this.” 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Eli Dayan said he did not 
expect Israeli-Egyptian ties 
to be negatively affected by 
the affair, Israel's army radio 
said. 

Egyptian newspapers 
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quoted Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa as saying formal con- 
tacts were underway to try to 
establish whether the killings 
took place and who was re- 
sponsible. 


Kurd anniversary rmd 
kills Turkish colonel 


FBI agent says reports 
changed in blast case trial 


DIYARBAKIR (R) — Kur- 
dish rebels have lulled a top 
gendarmerie Officer in south- 
east Turkey despite tight 
security for the 11th 
anniversary of their separatist 
campaign, security officials 
said on Tuesday. 

Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) guerrillas killed Col- 
onel Ridvan Ozden, bead of 
the paramilitary gendarmerie 
forces in Mardin province, on 
Monday night, the officials 
said. 

The attack, in which two 
non-commissioned officers 
and a pro-government village 
guard also died, appeared to 
be an aa of defiance to coun- 
ter government charges the 
PKK is close to defeat. 

“He is the highest-ranking 
member of the security forces 
killed in the southeast in the 
last year," said an official at 
tiie regional governor’s office 
in the city of Diyarbakir. 

He said security forces kil- 
led 13 guerrillas in Mardin in 
ensuing fighting which con- 
tinued into Tuesday morning. 

Security measures had 
been stepped up in the region 
in case of a dramatic attack 
by the rebels to mark the 
anniversary. 

Police identity checks in 
Diyarbakir and controls of 
vehicles entering or leaving 
southeastern towns had been 


increased in recent days. Sol- 
diers' leave in the region had 
been postponed. 

More than 17,500 people 
have died in the rebels' in- 
surgency which wasJauncbed 
with the lulling of two sol- 
diers in separate attacks on 
Aug. 15, 1984. 

Turkish political and milit- 
ary leaders refuse to negoti- 
ate with the rebels, whom 
they describe as “terrorists," 

Prime Minister Tansu Cil- 
ler has repeatedly said this 
year the security forces were 
on the brink of ending the 
rebellion. The guerrillas have 
continued attacks despite a 
big Turkish incursion meant 
to cripple key PKK bases in 
northern Iraq in the spring. 

Tbe PKK now has 
thousands of guerrillas in 
southeast Turkey and north- 
ern Iraq, thousands of mem- 
bers and sympathisers among 
Kurds in Europe and close 
links to a parliament-in-exile 
set up by Turkish Kurds in 
the Hague in April. 

“The Kurdish revolution is 
now.. .the most serious inter- 
national revolutionary move- 
ment," the Marxist PKK’s 
leader, Abdullah Oca i an, 
said in an interview published 
in a pro-Kurdish daily on 
Tuesday to mark the 
anniversary. 


NEW YORK (R) — A fader- 
al'explosives expert testifying 
in the bombing plot trial of 
Egyptian cleric Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman and nine 
others said on Monday -that 
he was told to change bis 
reports in favour of the pro- 
secution. 

Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation . (FBI) Agent 
Frederic Whitehurst said he 
disagreed with the final re- 
port prepared by, the FBI that 
was to have been used by the. 
government at the trial of 
four men accused in the 1993 
bombing of the World Trade 
Centre. 

“There was a great deal of 
pressure put upon me to bias 
-my interpretation.” Mr. ' 
Whitehurst said in federal 
court in Manhattan. He said 
his superiors told him “not to 
provide alternative theories 
that could be used by the 
defence. I was told not to 
give the defence anything 
that could be used.” 

Mr. Whitehurst told the 
court that initial reports ab- 
out the presence of urea ni- 
trate were false. He said it so 
upset him that false testi- 
mony would be offered that 
he went to the bathroom, 
urinated into a beaker and 
went to extremes to demons- 
trate that false information 
was- being offered. 


Mr: Whitehurst said he 
formulated urea nitrate from 
his own urine and placed that 
sample with others taken 
from the bomb scene. He 
said the FBI technician failed 
to notice the difference be- 
tween the samples. 

Mr. Whitehurst said he was 
so upset at the “strong press- 
ure" being put on him by FBI 
members that be wrote two 
memos to the inspector 
general about the matter. 

Mr. Whitehurst, who holds 
a doctorate in chemistry from 
Duke University, was called 
as a defence witness by 
lawyers for Fares KhalafaJla 
and Mohammad Saleh.* 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman and 
nine other men are charged 
with planning the World 
Trade Centre blast and plot- 
ting to bomb the United Na- 
tions and bridges and tunnels 
leading into New York. They j 
-are also accused of planning I 
the 1990 murde rof Jewish 
militant Rabbi Meir Kahane 
and conspiring to kill Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak when he was visiting the 
United States. 

“I was criticised openly 
and told I could hurt the 
prosecution case... that the 
prosecution was going to cir- 
cumvent my testimony by 
having another expert tes- 
tify,” said Mr. Whitehurst. 


U.S. : Iraqi defection could be significant 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
A son-in-law of Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein who 
defected to Jordan last week 
has called on Iraq's army to 
overthrow the regime. 
Lieutenant Genera] Hussein. 
Kamel Al Majid, former 
minister of industry and 
minerals and Iraq's director 
of military industrialisation, 
issued his call during a public 
news conference Aug. 12 in 
Amman. 

State Department deputy 
spokesman David Johnson 
told questioners the press 
conference' “confirms our 
view that the defeaion could 
be a significant development 
for Iraq, and it underscores 
the extent of Saddam’s isola- 
tion within his own country.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Sad- 
dam Kamel H assart Al Ma- 
jid, who was in charge of 
Saddam Hussein's personal 
security detail, defected 
along with Gen. Hussein 
Kamel. Their wives are 
daughters of Saddam Hus- 


sein. They all fled to Jordan 
along with their children and 
were" granted asylum by King 
Hussein. 

Asked if the U.S. sees 
Gen. Hussein Kamel as the 
leader of an Iraqi govern- 
ment in exile, the deputy 
spokesman replied: “It*5 not 
up to us to decide who should 
lead Iraq. We’ve made'clear 
that we believe this episode 
highlights Saddam’s isola- 
tion, but, beyond that, we 
don’t have anything to say.” 

Mr. Johnson declined to dis- 
cuss what types of contacts, if 
any. U.S. officials have had 
with the two Iraqi defectors. 
Asked about reports of a new 
purge, he said he was unware 
of “any unusual aaivities" 
inside Iraq. “We’re maintain- 
ing a rather vigilant attitude 
towards what is happening on 
the ground with respect to 
potential threats by Iraq 
against its neighbours," he 
noted. 

The deputy spokesman was 


also asked about an urgent 
invitation from Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz for Un- 
ited Nations inspectors to re- 
turn to Iraq to receive in- 
formation about Iraq's, 
weapons programmes, which 
Mr. Aziz claimed had been 
withheld by Gen. Hussein 
Kamel. 

“We believe that efforts by 
Iraq to hurry the inspection 
process are not acceptable," 
Mr. Johnson said. “We be- 
lieve now is the time for 
sober consideration of the 
situation, not for the declara- 
tion of artificial deadlines for 
action.” 

He said the U.S. was in 
coniaa with Rolf Ekeus, 
chairman of tbe U.N. Special 
Commission, which has been 
charged with conducting in- 
spections inside Iraq since the 
Gulf war. The' United States 
is prepared to cooperate with 
Dr. Ekeus to ensure he is 
able to fully carry out his 
mission, Mr. Johnson said. 
The invitation “does high- 


light the possibility of further 
Iraqi deception and the need 
to remain vigilant and ensure 
that Iraq has complied with 
all of the U.N. Security 
Council resolutions affecting 
it before sanctions are 
lifted," he said. 

% 

White House press secret- 
ary Mike McCurry said he 
would “decline to get into 
specifics” when asked if the 
recent Iraqi defectors had 
requested asylum in the 
United States, but then 
added, “I am not aware, of 
any request for asylum.” 

He said again information 
concerning the two military 
officers and their wives is 
being provided to Washing- 
ton by the government of 
Jordan. 

Mr. McCurry said again 
the defeaions reflea Saddam 
Hussein's shortcomings and 
“represent an unmasking of 
the truth — he is not capable 
of civil ieader-'.ip 0 f the peo- 
ple of lr: M . ^ 


Malaysia rejects 

24-hour TV 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 

Malaysia Tuesday rejected 

a request to broadcast round- 
the-clock television for fern 
Malaysians would stay up au 
night and negletf their work 
and family. “Our surveys 
show that countries with 
round-the-dock transmission 
are beset with family prob- 
lems and their people are less 
productive,” Information 
Minister Mohamm-ad 
Rah mat was quoted saymg by 
Bemama news agency. He 
said in order for the country 
to attain industrialised nation 
status, Malaysians should be 
kept “fresh and productive.” 
The government did not want 
Malaysians to be "enslaved” 
by television sets, he said 
after rejecting an application 
by privately-run Sistem Tele- 
vision Malaysia. Berhad. 
(TV3) for 24-hour transmis- 
sion. Mr. Mohammad cited 
the 1994 soccer World Cup 
season when local stations 
transmitted round-the-clock 
for a month, resulting in 
many people skipping work 
after staying up late. 
Malaysia’s two state-run 
channels and TV3 currently 
broadcast about 18 boms' a 
day each while the newly- 
launched private station Met- 
ro Vision is on air for six 
hours. Mr. Mohammad said 
TV addicts could instead look 
forward to the introduction 
of cable and satellite televi- 
sion next year, expected to be 
transmitted 24-bours. 

Indonesia denies 
condom 
campaign 
promotes free sex. 

JAKARTA (R.) — An In- 
donesian minister denied 
Tuesday allegations that the 
government had encouraged 
free sex by promoting con- 
dom use, saying that con- 
doms were needed by those 
with AIDS. “It is not true 
that we have campaigned for 
tiie use of condoms to en- 
courage people to go to 
brothels or to promote free 
It is a sin." coordinating 
Minister of- Welfare Azwar 
Anas told reporters. “What 
we are frying to do is to tell 
people affected by AIDS that 
they must protea their family 
from the disease. They must 
use condoms, because it is a 
very dangerous disease.” In- 
donesia’s Council of Ulemas 
(MUI), an influential group 
of Muslim scholars, has cal- 
led for condoms to be sold 
only to married couples and 
not distributed freely to curb 
the spread of AIDS. “It 
would be better if the govern- 
ment only allowed dispensar- 
ies to sell condoms to married 
conples with prescriptions 
from genera] practitioners,” 
Hasan Basri, the Mui Chair- 
man, was quoted by Antara 
Aug. 3 as saying. 

Fines against 
bikini clad tourists 

ALASSIO, Italy (AFP) — 
Police have slapped around 
20 fines on bikini clad tourists 
wandering around the resort 
town of Alassio, police 
sources said Monday. Tbe 
•fines of up 50,000 lire ($31) 
were handed out to people 
walking in a bikini, bare- . 
chested or unshod in the re- 
sort near Savona, on tbe 
Ligurian coast, northern Ita- 
ly. Since the start of the 
summer season the number 
of _ towns to have banned 
attire deemed inappropriate 
has increased. 

Garbage-eating 
bears invade 
Canadian town 

KENORA, Ontario (R) — 
R oz f n5 garbage-eating 

black bears are roaming the 
streets of this northwestern 
untano town in what officials 
can the busiest ever year for 
^ aghtings, police said on 
Monday. “I think this is=the 
worst year on record. We’re 
lucky we haven’t had an in- : 

urliX'ri! 1 S ^ JO J* nd to happen 
with the number of bear calls 

police officer 
Smith said. This town 

gifts 00 P«>P»e, 135 miles 
i ■£? L 0metres ) east of Wln- 
ririS’ 1 has reported 261 bear 
Sbfrngs this summer and an 
^^?f28aday last week, 
^said. The wonrt is yet to 
come. September and Octo- 
* n bears are looking 
Mr. Smith, 
disan®!^ that the beny crop 
Keno?f ear ? in 

killed 

mer tS? J >ears this smn ~ 
^ another 

rfoti^ff. aised 18 ^rs in 
animals, he said. 
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